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MILITARY~POLITICAL ISSUES 


STRATEGY OF ANTLCOMMUNISM DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHE''NYKH SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to press 
5 Nov 80 pp 74-80 


[Article by Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Prof, Col N. Tabunov: “The Strategy 
of Modern Ant icommunism” | 


[Text] Irreversible is the movement of the peoples to a social system which carrie: 
out the historic mission of freeing people from social inequality, suppression and 
exploitation and from the terrors of war while establishing peace, labor, freedom, 
equality, fraternity and happiness for all peoples of the earth. The name of this 
system is communicn. 





The process of the formation of the communist system has occurred in a revolutionary - 


struggle against the forces of the old world the ideology and political activities 
of which are diametrically opposed to the interests of the working class and all 
workers. From the viewpoint of the historical prospective anticommunism is doomed. 
It is living through a profound crisis. But under the concrete conditions of the 
present clash between communism and anticommunism the latter still possesses many 
reserves. It bears malice to the point of madness, it flaile about in a frenzy, 

it employs blackmail and slander, it supports military adventures of imperialism 
and hegemoniem and is ready to risk the unleashing of a worldwide nuclear war. 


An understanding of the social nature of anticommuniem, the unmasking of its stra- 
tegic aime and the raising of the ideological and political vigilance of all the 
Soviet people and the wen of the Army and Navy are most important conditions for 
successfully combating the intrigues of the imperialist bourgeoisie and its accom- 
plices. 


1. The Exsence and Basic Varieties of Anticommuniem, Its Content and Forms 


Anticommuniem is manifested in all areas of the social life of capitalist countries: 
in the economy, politics and spiritual life. But it has developed the greatest ac- 
tiveness in the political and ideological spheres. For precisely this reason the 
essence of anticommunism consists in the fact that it represents, as was emphasized 
in the CPSU Program, the main ideological and political weapon of imperialism. Con- 
sequently, anticommunism is not just an aggregate of theoretical concepts, ideolo- 
gical subversion or anticommunist sociopsychological prejudices, but is also a po- 
litical practice of the bourgeoisie (primarily the monopolistic bourgeoisie) and its 


supporters. 











There are two basic varieties of anticommunieam which differ in their social base: 
the anticommuniam of the upper, monopolistic bourgeoisie, and petty bourgeois or 
opportunistic anticommuniam. The anticommuniem of the world monopolistic bourgeoi- 
sie is the main etrike force. lts specific content and forme depend upon the poli- 
tice of one or another nation and ite place in the system of world capitalism. The 
imperialiet circles of the United States and their NATO partners hold the leading 
position in the anticommunist camp. 


Zioniem, the reactionary chauvinistic ideology and politics of the upper Jewish 
bourgeoisie, holds a specific place in the anticommunist camp. The World Zionist 
Organization (which existed as early as 1897) is aimed at uniting all the Jews who 
live in various countries in the struggle against communism. The Marxist-Leninists 
have never identified and do not identify the Zionists with the worker Jews who 
themselves have been repressed by the Jewish monopolistic bourgeoisie. The Commu- 
nist Party of Israel is conducting a decisive struggle against Zionism and is un- 
masking the chauvinistic policy and ideology of the Zionist leadership which perfi- 
diously fans the nationalistic feelings of the European-origin citizens. 


Opportunistic communism which is petty bourgeois in its social nature also is a sup- 
porter of the anticommunism of the imperialist bourgeoisie. Opportuniem arose in 

the world worker movement as a practice and theory pushing the proletariat into co- 
operation with the bourgeoisie. The opportunists consider only reforms which do not 
involve the bases of capitalism as the main means of defending the interests of the 
workers. For this reason this variety of opportunism in Marxist-Leninist litera- 
ture has come to be termed social reformism. 


Opportunism has also permeated the working class parties, including certain comm- 
nist ones and appears in the theoretical area predominantly as revisionism. The 
representatives of revisionism under the pretext of a creative development of Marx- 
ism, have begun to revise and alter its basic ideological and methodological con- 
cepts in the area of dialectical and historical materialism, political economy and 
scientific communism. 


In characterizing the social base of opportunism, V. I. Lenin wrote: "Certain 
strata of the working class (the bureaucracy in the worker movement and the worker 
atistocrisy which has been given a particle of income from the exploitation of the 
colonies and from the privileged position of their ‘fatherland’ on the world market) 
as well as the petty bourgeois fellow travelers inside the socialist parties are the 
main social support for these tendencies and the proponents of bourgeois influence 
on the proletariat" (PSS [Complete Collected Works], Vol 26, pp 164-165). 


Under present-day conditions, opportunism, in its social reformist variation, is 
represented most starkly by the rightist socialist parties which in 1951 combined 
to form the Socialist International. There are more than 50 of them. In repudiat- 
ing Marxism-Leninism from social reformist positions, the leadership of the Social- 
ist International has been in favor of a gradual “transformation” of capitalism into 
so-called “democratic socialism" without a revolution and class struggle. Not ali 
the representatives of the socialist parties and particularly the workers who vote 
for their candidates in the elections are anticommunists. For this reason the 
Marxist-Leninists have a differentiated approach to these parties. “...With the 
Social Democrats who are aware of their responsibility for the cause of peace and 
particularly with the Social Democratic workers,” as was pointed out at the 25th 














CPSU Congress, “we can be united and are united by a concern for the security of 
peoples, the desire to check the arms race and rebuff fasciam, raciem and colonial- 
iam. Precisely on this level we have shown and will show initiative and good will" 
("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], p 33). 


The Marxist-Leninists have a different attitude to those representatives of Soci. 1 
Democracy who act in concord with the double-dyed anticommunists. At one time V. I. 
Lenin thus described reformist opportunism: "“Opportuniem in the upper reaches of 
the worker movement is not proletarian socialism but bourgeois socialiem. It has 
been proven in practical terms that the figures inside the worker movement who be- 
long to the opportunistic trend are the better defenders of the bourgeoisie than the 
bourgeoisie itself. Without their leadership of the workers the bourgeoisie would 
be unable to hold out" (PSS, Vol 41, p 232). This assesement of opportuniem has 
maintained its significance at present and for this reason there can be no question 
of an ideological rapprochment between scientific communism and the reformism of the 
Social Democrats. Revisionistic opportunism was represented in the 1970's in the 
anticommunist activities of R. Garaudy (France), BE. Fiecher (Austria), 0. Sik 
(Czechoslovakia) and others expelled from the ranks of the communist parties. At 
present, revisionism is apparent in the views and actions of individual groups in- 
side the international communist movement, the representatives of which deny the 
general patterns of the socialist revolution and socialist construction, they are 

in favor of models of “national socialism,” “Eurocommuniem,” and so forth. | The 
Marxist-Leninists consider the national features of the construction of socialism, 
but are decisively against the negation of its common: patterns, defending the truth 
that in its essen.e socialism is the same regardless of in what country it is cre- 
ated. 


Like opportunism as a whole, revisionism may be "leftist" or “rightist.” Revision- 
ism on the right is virtually identical to social reformism. Leftist revisionism 
in theory acts from positions of pseudorevolutionariness but in practice emerges as 
adventuristic actions. In characterizing these varieties of opportunism (rightist 
and “leftiet"), V. I. Lenin emphasized: “Petty bourgeois reformism, that is, ser- 
vility to the bourgeoisie concealed by good democratic and ‘social’ democratic 
phrases and impotent desires and petty bourgeois revolutionariness which is loud, 
haughty and presumptuous in words an empty shell of devisiveness, ambiguity and 
stupidity in deed--these are the two ‘currents’ of these vacillations” (PSS, Vol 44, 
p 101). The necessity of struggling against rightist and "leftist" revisionism as 
supporters of the anticommunism of the imperialist bourgeoisie continues to remain 
pressing at present. 


A particularly dangerous phenomenon in opportunistic petty bourgeois communism is 
Maociem which is an ideological-political current established in China and which 
under the pretext of loyalty to Marxism-Leninism organically combines social chau- 
vinistic and hegemonistic aspirations on the world scene with the concept of “bar- 
racks" communism as the basic policy inside the country. The Maoists started their 
betrayal of the ideals of socialism with “leftist” revisionism and by accusing the 
true Marxist-Leninists of “collusion” with imperialism and ended by joining a direct 
alliance with it provoking imperialism to undertake a preventive war against the 
Soviet Union. The logic of the betrayal is as follows: the person who shies “to 
the left" inevitably falls into the embrace of the reactionary righist forces. The 
Decree of the CPSU Central Committee “On Further Improving Ideological and Political 
Indoctrination” of 26 April 1979 pointed out that it is essential “to unmask the 





hegemonistic, great-power policy of the Beijing rulers, their aggressive aspirations 
and siding with the forces of imperialiem, reaction and war. It is essential to 
promptly and worthily rebuff the ideological subversion of imperialism and its 
henchmen. A decisive struggle must be waged against all forme of opportunism and 
revisionism." 


The content and forms of modern anticommunism are determined by the specific fea- 
tures of the crucial spheres of the struggle against communism and depend upon the 
specific balance of class forces on the world scene and upon the capabilities of 
those who defend the class interests of imperialism and its minions. 


In the ideological area the basic content of anticommunism, as was pointed out in 
the CPSU Program, is “slander of the socialist system, the falsification of the 
policy and goals of the communist parties and the teachings of Marxism-Leninism," 
as well as the advancement of sociological, sociopolitical and other concepts which 
are contrary to scientific communism and which, according to the intent of their 
authors, would instill in the working masses the idea of the stability and progres- 
siveness of capitalism and its capacity for unlimited development in all areas of 
social life. 


In other words, the ideology of anticommunism carries out two interrelated functions: 
slanderous, on the one hand, and apologetic on the other. The first function finds 
its most systematized expression in the concept of the “erosion of socialism," and 
the latter in the different variations which propagandize the “Western” way of life" 
(the concepts of postindustrial, technotronic society, the increase in the quality 
of life and so forth). 


This content of anticommunism in the ideological sphere operates in various forms 
including bourgeois-militant, pseudolibers! and pseudo—Marxist. 


The representatives of the right wing o! ‘ve monopolistic bourgeoisie who are in- 
clined to extremism, that is, to the taking of extreme measures, are frankly anti- 
communist. In their “works” which are permeated with a hate for communism no at- 
tempt is even made to touch up their rabid ideas of hegemonism and misanthropicness. 
The ideologists of militant anticommunism (for example, Z. Brzezinski in the United 
States) inevitably urge a merciless struggle against anticommunism, intimidating 

the Western audience with the most gloomy prospects if it allows itself to believe 
the humanism of the socialist system. “Better dead than red" is the leitmotiv found 
in the appeal of the militant anticommunists to the bewildered philistine. 


The representatives of pseudoliberal anticommunism conceal their hostility to com- 
mgunism by apparent objectivity and scientific respectibility, endeavoring to con- 
vince everyone that they are supposedly guided by the voice of truth. Such “diffi- 
dent" ant icommunists even criticize the bourgeois way of life but at their essence 
remain decisive and consistent opponents of communism. In this category of anti- 
communists belongs a significant portion of the journalists, the bourgeois profes- 
sors and many representatives of social reformism. 


As a rule, the contents of revisionistic anticommunism are clothed in a pseudo- 
Marxist form. In speculating on the great authority of the founders of scientific 
communism, the representatives of rightest and "leftist" revisionism endeavor to 
conceal their betrayal of Marxist-Leninist principles by a hypocritical loyalty to 




















the great teachings. This is how the Maoista proceed and how the renegades who 
have been thrown out of the ranks of certain communist parties proceed. 


In the area of politics the basic content of anticommuniem is direct aggressive ac- 
tions against the countries building socialiem (for example, the aggressive war of 
the United States against Vietnam), the exporting of counterrevolution, the suppres- 
sion of the working class and the destruction of certain democratic freedoms won by 
it, the subordination of the developing countries to a policy of neocolonialism and 
the related all-round support for reactionary political regimes. 


The contents of anticommunism in the political sphere operates in two forms: pseudo- 
democratic and fascist. The pseudodemocratic form is the concealing of the exploi- 
tation of the workers by "the freedom of entrepreneurship," the suppression of demo- 
cratic liberties and rights “by the advantages of the Western way of life," anti- 
humanism by the “humanization of human relationships" and so forth. Monopolistic 
capital and the upper bourgeoisie allow themselves to flirt with "democracy" as long 
as they can keep the working masses obedient. But as soon as the "democratic" 

forms are insufficient, the bourgeoisie immediately shifts over to suppressing the 
masses by establishing fascist methods of rule inside the country and to military 
means in toreign political activities. 


Fascism is a political .egime established by the most reactionary aggressive circles 
of the imperialist bourgeoisie and relying on outright terroristic methods for sup- 
pressing the workers. It emplovs extreme forms of violence against the working 
class and its party, unbridled demagoguery and wild ideas; it acts from the posi- 
tions of militant anticommunism. At present fascist regimes have been established 
in a number of Latin American countries. The tendency toward the fascization of 
political regimes is appearing in those states where the leaders pride themselves 
on their adherence to the “defense” of freedom. 


Modern anticommunism possesses certain particular features in comparison with anti- 
communism of previous eras. It has extremely broadened the scale of its activity, 
giving it a truly global nature. Modern anticommunism acts as an ideological- 
political force that is more organized on an international scale and has become more 
flexible and adroit both in choosing the ideological myths as well as in using the 
means of struggle. 


A particular feature of moder anticommunism (and this is the main thing in the con- 
tents of its ideology and political views) is the desire to undermine tie unity of 
the countries of the socialist commonwealth, to check their further advance along 
the path of building a new society and if possible, to turn them back to capitalism. 
For this purpose use is made of the antisocialist policy of the current Chinese 
leaders as well as the subversive activities of the emigre rabble and the remnants 
of the antisocialist forces in individual countries of world socialism. 


In describing the particular features of modern anticommunism, Comrade L. 1. Brezh- 
nev said: “We have learned much over the decades of our struggle against the at- 
tempts by the imperialists to undermine or at least check the development of the 
new world. But over this time the enemy has also learned something. It has become 
cleverer and more refined in its actions aimed at undermining the political and eco- 
nomic positions of the socialist countries and their unity" ("Aktual'nyye Voprosy 
Ideologisheckoy Raboty KPSS" [Urgent Problems in the Ideological Work of the CPSU], 
Vol 1, Moscow, Politizdat, 1978, p 105). 











2. Anti-Sovietism--The Core of Anticommunism 


The peoples in the countries of the socialist commonwealth, the working class fight- 
ing for their rights in the citadels of capitalism and the peoples of the young 
states which have won national sovereignty and are fighting against the ideology and 
political line of neocolonialism are the object of the anticommunist attacks. How- 
ever, considering the particular place and the role of the Soviet state (its eco- 
nomic, political and military might) in the socialist system and in international 
relations, the anticommunists have made the main attack precisely against it. 


Anti-Sovietism is the core and heart of one of the most malicious ideological and 
political currents of capitalism, anticommunism. It arose after the victory of the 
socialist revolution as a response of the imperialist bourgeoisie to the estabiish- 
ing of truly popular power, the power of the soviets, in our country. Forces hos- 
tile to this mobilized all the means of political, economic and ideological action 
and began to actively employ them in two areas: againsc the young worker-peasant 
state, endeavoring to destroy it, and against the progressive and liberation move- 
ments which had received a strong revolutionary impulse from October in order to 
paralyze them or channel them into opportunism and compromise. 


At that time anci-Soviet propaganda campaigns were organized for the first :ime in 
all the major capitalist countries. "This is one chorus, one orchestra," said V. I. 
Lenin. “In truth, in such orchestras there is not a single conductor who would 
play the piece by the notes. Rather international capitalism conducts by a method 
that is less noticeable than the conductor's baton but it should be clear...that 
this is a single orchestra" (PSS, Vol 43, p 139). The hostile propaganda campaigns 
of imperialism and the acts of direct aggression against the USSR were defeated. 


The great victories of socialism achieved by the labor of the Soviet people under 
the leadership of the Communist Party demonstrated to the entire world the complete 
advantage of the new social system over the old one. The aggressive intrigues of 
world capital could not impede the rapid advance of the USSR. For the first time 

in the history of mankind a developed socialist society has been created in the SSR 
and socialist democracy has achieved true flourishing. The successes of scvialism 
serve as a convincing example for the peoples of the entire world and confirm the 
correctness of the communist prospect for further social development. 


But still the reactionary forces of the bourgeoisie have not haited their attempts 
to discredit the Soviet system. They elaborate anti-Soviet theories, concepts and 
doctrines which either intentionally falsely distort Soviet reality or express the 
biased demand for the bourgeois “reformation™ of socialism in the interests of 
capitalism. Anti-Sovietism has developed its own "scientific" base in the form of 
"Russian centers” and “institutes,” and a separate social discipline, "Sovietology," 
has begun to function. Its job is to interpret everything Soviet and socialist in 
an antiscientific and tendentious manner. A propaganda system has come into being 
which periodically organizes noisy anti-Soviet campaigns and has been turned into 
an unique laboratory for all anticommunist bourgeois propaganda. 


"Sovietology" developed most in postwar years. The strategy and tactics of anti- 
Sovietism are established in special institutions, the social demands of the imper- 
ialist circles to fight against socialism are worked out in detail, anti-Soviet 
concepts originate from here, while the direction and structure of the propaganda 
campaigns are determined here. 





Anti-Sovietism at the present stage carries out a biune function in endeavoring to 
defame the Soviet way of life, the achievements of real socialism and the domestic 
and foreign policy of the CPSU and the Soviet state; it also seeks to apply ideo- 
logical and political pressure on this policy for the purpose of "eroding" the 
Soviet social system and isolating the USSR from the [xvaternal countrics of tie 
socialist commonwealth and from the other detachments of the world revolutionary 
process. Anticommunism also cherishes the futile hope that it will succeed in turn- 
ing history back and carry out the strategic task of destroying the victories of 
socialism in the motherland of Great October. 


The ideologists of anti-Sovietism, in falsifying the theory and practice of real 
socialism, have resorted to the same fraudulent strategem which was recommended for 
use by the old fox, a character in one of Turgenev's prose poems. This swindle: 
advised: "If you wish to spite someone good and even injure your opponent, then 
accuse him of the same shortcoming or failing which you feel in yourself." Precise- 
ly this is how the ideologists and propagandists of anti-Sovietism proceed. They 
endeavor to find "shortcomings" in all spheres of development in our society and on 
each of them express the “greatest regret" and "-ympathy" for the Soviet people that 
they are forced "to bear the burden of hardships and difficulties on their shoul- 
ders." This is word-for-word like the Turgenev fox! 


In the aim of discrediting the Soviet way of life, the anti-Soviets have created a 
multiplicity of myths. The basic ones are: the myth of the “separation of the 
CPSU from the people," the myth of the “unequal position of the classes and social 
groups, nations and nationalities in the Soviet Union,” the myth of the "irresolv- 
able contradictions of the generations" (fathers and children), the myth of Soviet 
society as a “totalitarian” one which lacks bourgeois democracy that is so dear to 
the heart of the Western ideologists and propagandists, the myth of "restricted 
democratic rights and liberties of the individual in the USSR" and so forth. 


With particular tenacity the anti-Soviets have fanned the myth of the "increased 
distance” between the CPSU and the Soviet people. And this is no accident. The 
ideologists of anticommunism perfectly understand the great role of the Marxist- 
Leninist parties in the political systems of the socialist countries and, naturally, 
in our country as a force which is most organized and wise in the experience of the 
revolutionary struggle and directing socialist construction. To undermine the con- 
fidence of the people in their own party, their tested vanguard, is one of the stra- 
tegic aims of anticommunism and anti-Sovietism. 


The unity of the party and people is a natural pattern and an absolutely essential 
condition for the advancement of our country along the path to communism. Without 
the leadership of the party, and this is the conviction of all Soviet people, it 
would be impossible to build mature socialism, the nighest achievement at present 
in the social progress of mankind. 


From time to time the mass information media of the imperialist states endeavor to 
galvanize the moth-eaten anti-Soviet myths and breathe new life into them. Thus, 
the Carter Administration, upon the recommendations of the double-dyed anti-Soviet 
Z. Brzezinski, took up the myth of the “Limited democratic rights and freedoms in 
the USSR." The legitimate question arises of why precisely this myth was used as 
the basic one by the troubadours of anticommunism in the last 5 years for discredit- 
ing the domestic policy of the Soviet state? 











In the first place, because the successes of socialism in solving the major social 
problems have been so impressive that speculating on them did not bring tangible 
dividends to the anti-Soviets. In actuality, one cannot constantly harp on the 
same thing even with a deceived listener or reader. The myth about the "limited 
human rights in the USSR" brought a "fresh" note into the monotonous tune of the 
Western "voices." 


Secondly, this myth, in the opinion of its authors, could more easily be depicted 
as the truth. In realizing that sociopolitical unity of the people is characteris- 
tic for socialism, the malicious anticommunists counted on the dissidents for whom 
their own tears were more precious than the general happiness and who grumble over 
any pretext, with pedantic scrupulousness demanding their own rights from the social 
institutions of Soviet society and forgetting about their duties to them. Bourgeois 
propaganda is not bothered by the fact that individual dissidents do not represent 
anyone except themselves. Here the appearance of verisimmilitude is achieved. It 
{s a question of real individuals behind whom trail a solid pack of anti-Soviet in- 
sinuat ions. 


Thirdly, the myth of the “limited human rights : tne JSSR" should, in the concep- 
tion of the Western ideologists, show the pres: Washington Administration in the 
eyes of world public opinion to be a supporter umanism and democracy and full 
of concern for the welfare of man throughout the world. But it has ‘ong been 
noticed that it is easier to show “concern” for mankind (in words) than for people 
nearby (in deed). This latter circumstance also explains the main thing in the 
motives which are pursued by the authors of the myth about the “limited human rights 
in the USSR and the other socialist countries." The White House Administration at 
whatever the cost had to convince the ordinary American that his situation was not 
so bad if it was compared.... And the finger of the ideological henchmen of imper- 
ialism pointed to the East. 


The diversionary maneuver undertaken by the White House Administration was caused by 
profound internal factors. According to the estimates of the Brookings Institute in 
Washington, 1 percent of the Americans with superhigh income have acquired more 
wealth than 70 percent of the Americans with low income. According to data of the 
American trade unions, the number of persons in the United States is 4.2 million. 
The share of unemployed amoung young Americans equals 16.5 percent. The average 
wages of women are around 60 percent of the average wages of men. And this is 
called equality! . 


Or take the educational sphere. Tuition in U.S. state universities has exceeded 
3,000 dollars, and in the private institutions of learning it has reached from 4,000 
to 6,000 dollars. Such an education is within the reach of only the moneybags. 


Or the sphere of medical services. For an ordinary visit to a physician an American 
must pay from 125 to 150 dollars. Out of every 10 U.S. citizens, 9 cannot afford 
hospitization even with one or another form of personal medical insurance. 


Or the sphere of national and racial relations. Some 31 percent of the biack popu- 
lation lives below the poverty line. The average income of Puerto Rican families 
living in the United States is less than 60 percent of the income of American fami- 
lies. The per capita income of the Navajo Indians is less than 25 percent of the 
annual income of the white working population of the United States. As a rule, 











negroes and other suppressed minorities work permanently in lowly paid and physi- 
cally hard jobs, 


All these data are taken from the official American press, They show that not a 
single fundamental social problem in the United States has receives a radical solu- 
tion, and the very vital rights of the workers are shamelessly flaunted, Under 
these conditions the leaders of the American administration have been so bold as to 
show “touching concern” for the rights of man in the USSR, a country which guaran- 
tees each person the right to work, the right to education and medical services, 

and where the national question has been settled once and for all, It is not sure 
prising that the Americans themselves have begur to criticize the bosses of the 
White House for their demagogic ardor over the question of human rights in the USSR 
and the other socialist countries, criticising the President and his closest assist- 
ant 2. Breesingki that they, considering themselves to be believers, forget the ad- 
monishment of the bible that it is easier to see a apeck of dust in the eye of some- 
one elee without noticing the big piece in one's own. 


Recently the Sovict people celebrated the 60th anniversary of Kazakhstan, one of the 
family of equal Soviet republics. At present it takes Kazakhetan just a half day to 
produce as @guch industrial product as was produced in 1920, the year the republic 
was formed. And this has occurred in a region where in the past it would have been 
difficult to find a literate person and where not a single national writer could 
see hie works published in his native tongue in his Lifetime. 


What is the source of such rapid social progress? In answering this question, 
Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev emphasized: "This is our socialist system, the energy and 
will of the masses led ., the Communist Party, their great creative forces released 
by Great October. And, of course, this is the wise Leninist nationality policy and 
the unity and mutual aid of all the peoples in our socialist motherland.” 


The achievements of the Soviet people do not mean, of course, that we do not have 
any problems or any difficulties and shortcomings. Our party speaks openly about 
them as can be seen from the decisions of the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU 
Centroi Committee and the speech at it by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. These are growth 
difficulties which inevitably befall the pioneers. But each new five-year plan 
moans amazing advancement by our nation along the path of social progress. And no 
slander by the anti-Soviets is capable of weakening the attractive force of real 
soc ialien. 


But the anti-Soviets would cease being anti-Soviets if they were to draw reasonable 
lessons from the myths which burst like soap bubbles and if they were after the 
truth. The problem is that our enemies need not the truth but rather lies and 
slander. And if the next myth begins to missfire, the ideolgists and propagandists 
of anti-Sovietiem immediately create a “new one" which is equally fallacious. 


Anti-Sovietiem has not only an “internal” aspect related to the attempts to dis- 
credit the Jomestic policy of the CPSU and the Soviet government but also an “ex- 
ternal” one aimed at defaming the peace-loving foreign policy of the USSR. And 
while from the “internal” viewpoint in recent years the main effort of anti-Sovietisa 
has been on the myth of the limited rights of man in our country, from the external 
aspect of anti-Sovietisem, the emphasis has been on fostering the legend about the 
"Soviet military threat." 





The myth of the “Soviet military threat" is a logical development of the previous 
mythe about the “hand of Moscow,” and the “machinations of Noscow" and other ave, 
In forcing the USSR to take defensive measures, the U.S. imperialists and their 
NATO partners have put all the mass information media into action to inculcate in 
world public opinion the idea of the “threat of Soviet militariam.” And it is true, 
as they used to say before in Russia: the woret things are in the parish the more 
work there is for the bell ringer. 


Under the smokescreen of this myth, the U.S. imperialist circles and their NATO 
partners have endeavored to carry out a number of economic, political and ideologi- 
cal taske. 


In the firet place, thie myth “justifies” the unrestrained arms race in the capital- 
int nations and is economically advantageous for the military-industrial complex 
which extracts fabulous profits from the production and sales of weapons. At the 
same time, in turning the arme race a new notch, the U.S. imperialists and their 
allies are seriously hoping to “undermine the Soviet economy,” forcing our country 
to spend corresponding amounts on strengthening the military might of the state. 
This contest, the anti-Soviets reason, would “distort the Soviet economy, it would 
create definite difficulties in carrying out the social and economic program for 

the development of Soviet society and this would discredit real socialian.” 


The leaders of the CPSU and the Soviet government, in expressing the interests of 
the Soviet people, have repeatedly stated that the arms race jeopardizes the policy 
of peaceful coexistence and that peace is needed not only by the Soviet people but 
also by the peoples of the United States, England, Japan and the other capitalist 
states. The arms race ic not needed by the peoples but rather by a small handful 
of monopolists and merchants of death. The Soviet people would prefer to channel 
those funds going to strengthen the defense capability of the nation into improving 
their material situation, but if it is essential to choose between material well 
being and protecting the victories of socialism, the Soviet people, without hesita- 
tion, would give preference to the latter. And not because the Soviet people are 
ascetics and are not interested in creating an abundance of material and spiritual 
goods, but because they will not accept any other social system. The Soviet people 
have paid for the defense of the victories of socialiem in millions of lives and 
they will never permit these victories to be taken away. 


Secondly, the myth about the “Soviet military threat” has been essential to the 
political and military figures, the ideologists and propagandists of the imperialist 
states for achieving certain political objectives. Under the cover of this myth, 
military potential has been increased, a policy of militariem and aggression has 
been carried out, and a “new nuclear strategy” has been worked out envisaging the 
waging of nuclear war and the making of a preventive strike against the USSR and its 
allies. This myth has made it possible for the U.S. imperialist circles to put 
pressure on its NATO partners and achieve the deployment of medium-range missiles 
on their territory with a capability of making nuclear strikes against Moscow, 
Leningrad, Riga, Kiev, Minsk and other cities located in the European USSR. in es- 
sence, this is nothing more than the policy of nuclear blackmail against the people 
of our country and the policy of intimidation and threats. 


At the same time the myth of the “Soviet military threat" is needed by the present 
Washington Administration for carrying out its self-seeking policy inside the 
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country, In tesponse to the “threat from outside” already curtailed bourgeois 
democracy is being further restricted and prerequisites are being created helping 
to etrengthen presidential power, in truth, under the one condition that these 
powers do mot fun contrary to the interests of the monopolies. 


And finally, thirdly, the @yth of the “Soviet military threat" makes it easier to 
conduct ideological subversion against the peoples in the socialist countries and 
against the Soviet people (the U.5. imperialists have been forced, they say, to in- 
crease military potential due to the “lack of agreement" and “lack of concession" 
by the Soviet Union). This myth blunts the ideological and political vigilance of 
peoples, preparing public opinion for the “inevitability” of nuclear war, causing 
constant fear among the population of the capitalist countries of its consequences 
and bringing the conscience of this people to the point where it becomes preferable 
to have “an end with terror rather than terror without an end.” CGonsequentiy, the 
main purpose of the myth about the “Soviet military threat" is to discredit the 
peace-loving foreign policy of the Soviet state and justify the aggressive policy 
of imperialian, 


What in actuality does Washington foreign policy represent now? The United States 
has military bases outside its territory in more than 0 countries girdling the 
USSR. More than 4 half million American soldiers and officers are stationed on 
foreign land, servicing approximately 2,500 military installations including more 
than 400 large bases which possess 12,000 nuclear warheads. The creation of the 
"Rapid Rerponse Corps,” the strengthening of military presence in the Indian Ocean 
and the Near East, the unprecedented military and political pressure on Iran and so 
forth--thie is a far from complete list of the militaristic actions undertaken by 
the United States just recently. 


And after all of this, the Washington Administration dares to talk about the "Soviet 
military threat"! The hvooerttesfrom the White House should remember the wise words 
of their fellow countryman A. Lincoln that it is possible to deceive everyone once, 
it is possible to deceive one person all the time, but it is impossible to deceive 
everyone all the time. 


The militant, malicious, anti-Sovietiem cannot be viewed just as attacks of anti- 
communiam against the Soviet estate. At its very essence it has an antisocislist 
focus and is aimed against the fundamental interests of all the socialist countries. 
The isolating of the Soviet state as the main object of ideological subversion and 
political pressure by imperialism is aimed at undermining the unity of the peoples 
who, under the leadership of the Marxist-Leninist parties, have achieved substantial 
successes in building socialiem and are fully determined to wholeheartedly defend 
its victories against anv encroachments b imperialism. 


The present rulers of China more and more actively are supporting the antisocialist 
sabbath of the imperialist circles. Being guided by hegemonistic drives, they more 
and more deeply are involving their nation, contrary to the interests of the Chinese 
people, in the anti-Soviet, militaristic policy of imperialism. 


The political and ideological actions of imperialism, the reactionary forces and 
anticommunists of all hues have created a real threat to the lessening of inter- 
national tension. The situation in the world has become substantially tenser. For 
precisely this reason each Soviet soldier must have high political vigilance, mili- 
tary skille and a readiness to decisively rebuff any aggressor. 
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PROPAGANDA AND INDOCTRINATION INSTRUCTIONS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to press 
5 Nov 80 pp 24-29 


[Article by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Maj Gen N. Panferov: “The Offen- 
sive Nature of Propaganda and Agitation™*) 


[Text] Throughout our nation preparations are underway to prepare for the 26th 
CPSU Congress. The Soviet people and the men of the USSR Armed Forces are endeav- 
oring to mark the regular forum of the communists with new achievements in the 
socialist competition to raise work efficiency and quality and to successfully car- 
ry out the quotas of the Tenth Five-Year Plan and the decisions of the Octob r 
(1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. In all of this one can clearly and 
convincingly see the high ideological loyalty and awareness of millions of workers. 





The strength of our system lies in the awareness of the masses. And the farther 
Soviet society progresses along the path of communist construction, the more sig- 
nificance assumed by the questions of the ideological indoctrination of the workers 
and the problems of forming a new man. The Decree of the CPSU Centrai Committee 
"On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination” pointed out that 
more and more the successes of ideological and political indoctrination determine 
the course of economic, sociopolitical and cultural development of the nation, the 
full realization of the possibilities of developed socialism, the carrying out of 
the Leninist foreign policy of the USSR and the strengthening of its international 
positions. In this same document which by its content is a militant, long-range 
program for the growth of the spiritual potential of Soviet society, the greatest 
possible development of the offensive nature of propaganda and agitation has been 
posed as one of the urgent tasks for the party organizations, the ideological in- 
stitutions and the propaganda cadres. 


Vv. I. Lenin, in defining the basic content of party ideological work, emphasized 
the necessity “to propagandize, to protect from distortion and to further develop 
proletarian ideology, the teachings of scientific socialism, that is, Marxism" 

(PSS [Complete Collected Works], Vol 6, p 269). He drew particular attention to 





*The article is recommended for use in the officer Marxist-Leninist study groups 
in studying the subject “The CPSU on the Further Development of the Offevsive 
Nature of Propaganda and Agitation Under Present-Day Conditions." 
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improving propaganda and agitation and saw their besic aim in disseminating revo- 
lutionary theory in the masses, in developing the coneacience of the workers and on 
thie basis providing high social activeness among the builders of the new society. 
We will work intensely, taught V. I. Lenin, “in all endeavors to disseminate the 
revolutionary theory of Marxiem in the proletariat and creating the ‘stronghold ' 
of a class organization" (PSS, Vol 16, p 191). 


Vv. I. Lenin is responsible for working out a scientific concept of socialist propa- 
ganda and for defining such properties and traite of it as ideological loyalty, 
acientificness, accessibility, popularity, directness, convincingness and others. 
He assigned an important place to the offensiveness of propaganda and agitation, 

to their activeness in combating shortcomings and difficulties in social life and 
to irreconcilability for ideas, views and theories which were hostile and alien to 
the cause of socialian, 


Proceeding from these Leninist precepts, the offensive nature of propaganda and 
agitation must be viewed in close relation to an analysis of the content, nature 
and functions of the socialist ideology which is the theoretical basis and expres- 
sion of the fundamental interests of the working class and all the Soviet people 
and a ecientific theory tested by the experience of socialism. It arms the Soviet 
people with an understanding of the greatness and the world historical significance 
of building communism in our nation. Inherent to the socialist ideology, as a 
theoretically systematized cons. ‘ousness of the working class and all our society 
are high party loyalty and a militant rejection of any bourgeois, opportunistic and 
Maoist concepts. Under the conditions of the acute struggle between the two social 
systems, propaganda and agitation can carry out their chief task of forming in the 
Soviet people and the men of the Army and Navy a scientific ideology, wholehearted 
loyalty to the party's cause, patriotism and internationalism only with the active, 
offensive unmasking of hostile ideas, alien views, the ideological subversion of 
imperialism and the intrigues of revisioniem and Maciem. 


Thus, the offensive nature of propaganda and agitation arises out of the revolution- 
ary spirit and content of the ideology of Marxism-Leninism. "...Marx assumed the 
entire value of his theory in the fact,” emphasized V. I. Lenin, “that it ‘by its 
very essence is a critical and revolutionary theory'” (PSS, Vol 1, p 340). But the 
revolutionary spirit of a socialist ideology becomes a real material force and a 
factor in society's development only when it has been mastered by the masses. Prop- 
aganda and agitation are precisely the basic means for this transformation. And 
they carry out this role more successfully the higher their activeness and offen- 
sive nature. Propaganda and agitation pass on from generation to generation of 
Soviet people revolutionary experience, a constant desire to improve the socialist 
way of life and lovalty to revolutionary ideals. 


The CPSU teaches that the historical truth of Marxist-Leninist teachings is not a 
basis for ideological carelessness and that a revolutionary spirit in and of itself, 
the very fact of its existence, will not gain the upper hand over a hostile ideol- 
ogy. Only offensive propaganda, in the expression of V. I. Lenin, makes it “mili- 
tant materialiem" and that without this dialectical materialism may become “not so 
much fighting as fightable” (PSS, Vol 45, p 31). 


In the decisions of the 23d-25th party congresses and in the decrees oi the CPSU 
Central Committee on ideological questions the necessity has been profoundly 
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established of a further strengthening of the offensive nature of propaganda and 
agitation under present-day conditions, How is thie to be expressed? 


In the firet place, the deepening of the general crisis of capitaliam, the change 
in the balance of forces in the world in favor of socialiam, ite enormous advan- 
tages in the social, economic and spiritual areas and the successes of the peace 
offensive on the iaternational ecene have created favorable opportunities for the 
broad, active and offensive dissemination of Marxist-Leninist ideas. Naturally, 
the more significant the successes of the USSR and the socialist commonwealth, the 
broader the scope of the antiimperialist movement in the developing countries and 
the deeper the crisis in the capitalist system the more imperialist circles develop 
an ideological struggle against real socialism, the international working class and 
the national liberation movement. Imperialiem is endeavoring to compensate for the 
loss of its former positions and the restricting of its military possibilities by a 
strengthening of ideological subversion against the socialist world and by bitter 
anti-Soviet and anticommunist campaigns. 


At present literally all the key problems of social life are taking h.avy fire from 
the ideologists of the West. And here wide use is being made of the achievements 

of the scientific and technical revolution. Imperialiem has created an enormous 
propaganda machine. The United States has reorganized the official propaganda 
agencies and NATO has set up a special committee on propaganda questions. Construc- 
tion has been started on 20 new powerful radio transmitters for broadcasting to the 
socialist and the developing countries. Subversive propaganda is now carried out 
against the Soviet Union by more than 40 radio stations of the capitalist states in 
27 languages of the Soviet peoples running over 1,500 hours a week. 


The front of ideological attacks against us is being broadened by the active use by 
the bourgeoisie by its supporters from the camp of the rightist Social Democrats. 
Objectively imperialism in its ideological attacks against socialism is being aided 
by the revisionists who are against the common patterns of the socialist revolution, 
the construct ion of socialism and its defense. The propaganda of the Beijing hegem- 
onists interacts actively with imperialist propaganda. During periods of a stronger 
ideological clash, V. I. Lenin pointed to the necessity of our own offensive. “When 
it was necessary--from the entire objective state of affairs both in Russia and 
throughout the world--to move forward, to advance against the enemy with complete 
boldness, speed and decisiveness, this is precisely what we did. And when need be 
we will be able to do this again and again" (PSS, Vol 45, p 136). The behest of 
Lenin has been, is and will be a guide to action for our party. 


Secondly, the stronger offensive nature of propaganda and agitation is caused by 
the greater role of the awareness of the masses and the subjective factor in com- 
@gunist construction. The tasks posed by our party for ideological indoctrination, 
in being unusually complex in terms of profundity and scale, demand a militant, of- 
fensive focus to propaganda and agitation both in terms of organization, contents 
and methods. It is a question primarily of introducing Marxist-Leninist ideas into 
the awareness of the workers and the Soviet military. Propaganda and agitation in 
the process of explaining Marxism-Leninism should teach a person to think inde- 
pendently, develop in him the capacity to utilize the obtained knowledge creatively, 
to provide a class assessment for facts of social life and major political events 
in the nation and abroad and evoke in him a desire to follow the assimilated ideas 
in practical activities. 
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In other words, active and offensive propaganda and agitation help in assimilating 
not only theoretical knowledge but also the methods of employing them in ptactice, 
they develop the ability to defend the truth of the acquired knowledge and shape the 
inner emotional and volitional set to organize one's conduct in accord with them. 


"A knowledge of revolutionary theory and party policy," stresses the Decree of the 
CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrina- 
tion,” “in the Soviet people should be turned into a conviction, an activist posi- 
tion in life as a steadfast fighter for communiem and against any manifestations of 
alien ideology. It should be turned into a guide to action for solving the urgent 
problems of developed socialiam."” 


Thirdly, the high offensive level of propaganda and agitation under Army and Navy 
conditions is caused by the necessity for a etronger indoctrinational role of the 
Armed Forces. In increasing the combat might of the Army and Navy, the Communist 
Party has strengthened both its main components, that is, the technical equipping of 
the units and subunite and the moral-political state of the personnel. This is why 
the entire arsenal of the ideological effect in the Army and Navy should be aimed 
at shaping ideologically convinced, morally and psychologically tempered and disci- 
plined soldiers, patriots and internationalists. 


The carrying out of the demands of the CPSU Central Committee on developing the of- 
fensive nature of propaganda and agitation is a complex and many-sided task. This 
is carried out by various ways. 


The Soviet people and the peoples in the fraternal socialist countries make their 
main attack against anticommunism and its supporters by their successes in building 
a new society. “...The main thing in which we are strong and which makes our posi- 
tion in the ideological struggle truly offensive," emphasized Comrade L. I. Brezh- 
nev, “is the great truth of historical development which is on our side and which 
we represent as well as our socialist system..." ("Leninskim Kursom" [By the Lenin- 
ist Course), Vol 2, p 178). 


Developed socialism creates broad opportunities for a diverse and profound effect of 
the successes of Soviet society on the awareness and conduct of people both inside 
the nation and abroad. The scientifically sound economic policy of the CPSU has en- 
sured the dynamic development of the productive forces. In 1979, the volume of in- 
dustrial production in the USSR exceeded the 1940 level by 20-fold. Last year our 
nation received 1.239 trillion kilowatt hours of electric power, 586 million tons 
of oil (including gas condensate), 149 million tons of steel and 719 million tons 
of coal. The strong production potential of the nation, the acceleration of scien- 
tific and technical progress and the growing use of intensive economic development 
factors have made it possible to constantly raise the real income of the workers and 
to carry out the necessary measures of strengthening the defense capability of the 
nation. 


Effective and convincing propagandizing of the successes of the Soviet people in 
carrying out the plans for the economic, sociopolitical and spiritual development 
of Soviet society and an explanation of what must be done for further growth in the 
Soviet economy and for improving national defense and the combat might of the Army 
and Navy instill in the Soviet military a feeling of pride for the socialist father- 
land and strengthen in them an inner readiness for self-sacrificing actions to 
carry out their military duty. 
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The successes of the entire socialist commonwealth are a convincing demonstration 
of the advantages of socialiam, The international socialist division of labor, 
production cooperation and specialization on the basis of full equality and mutual 
advantage have provided high rates of social production in the CEMA countries. In 
1971-1979, the total national product of the CEMA states rose by 62 percent, while 
the volume of their industrial production increased by 79 percent. These indicators 
are double the amount in the developed capitalist countries. At present the CEMA 
countries provide approximately one-third of the wo ld's industrial product. 


The systematic showing of the Life of the socialist countries in all ite diversity 
and the demonstrating of the positive experience of the solving of urgent social 
problems by the fraternal parties and the growing economic, political, ideological 
and military cooperation increase the role of propaganda and agitation in develop- 
ing a feeling of personal responsibility among the men for the fate of socialism 
as well as loyalty to the military association of the socialist armies. 


V. 1. Lenin saw one of the imporcant areas which provides for the political acute- 
ness of propaganda and agitation in the organizing of the complete moral and polit- 
ical exposure of capitalism. An offensive and well-argued criticism of the bour- 
geois way of life actively aids in indoctrinating in the men a class hate for im- 
perialism and immunity to bourgeois ideology. This way of life is characterized by 
growing exploitation of the workers, the growth of unemployment, drug addiction and 
other social defects in the “society of universal prosperity." 


A convincing demonstration of the socioeconomic and political bases and trends in 
the growth of crisis phenomena in capitalism makes it possible to fully disclose 
the antipopular essence of the exploiting system. This is also aided by disclosing 
the reactionary nature of modern imperialist armies and by the unmasking of mili- 
tarism which like a cancerous tumor infects all aspects of bourgeois society. 


In propaganda and agitation work, of particularly important significance is a well- 
argued critique of the malicious attacks on Marxism-Leninism and the socialist sys- 
tem and the debunking of the bourgeois, Maoist and revisionistic views on the ques- 
tions of war and peace, the bourgeois myth of a “Soviet military threat" and the 
slanderous fabrications about the social role of the functions of the socialist 
armies and the international nature of the defense of socialism. The unmasking of 
the ideological subversion of the imperialists and their henchmen should be carried 
out by profoundly explaining the economic and social bases of the peace-loving 
foreign policy of the USSR and the aggressive course of the United States and the 
other NATO countries. A clear understanding by the men of the relation between 
class struggle and a lessening of tension, Lenin's teachings about the defense of 
the socialist fatherland and the objective conditions and reasons for the necessity 
of strengthening the defense might of the USSR is the basis for developing in the 
men a strong immunity for the ideological intrigues of the enemies of socialism. 


Under the conditions of the Soviet Armed Forces the offensive nature of propaganda 
and agitation has many aspects. It is manifested in their active ideological in- 
fluence on all spheres of life and military activity, including: combat training, 
service, the safekeeping and operation of weapons and military equipment, the 
socialist competition, as well as on the everyday life and leisure of the men. 
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The politicigzing of all types of military activity and the analysis of the specific 
objectives and tasks of the subunits and unite through the priem of the national 
interest of maintaining the Soviet Armed Forces in the highest combat readiness 

help to develop in the men a high responsibility for carrying out military duty and 
an intolerant attitude toward infractions of discipline and for everything that pre- 
vents the strengthening of the Army and Navy. The offensiveness of propaganda is 
also strengthened by a vivid demonstration of the achievements of the leading men 
and military collectives in military service as well as the high political and moral 
motives for their activities. 


The Soviet Armed Forces are a new type of army which is free from social antagon- 
isms. ut contradictions of development and the struggle between the advanced and 
the conservative are inherent to it. The creation of the new, taught V. I. Lenin, 
presupposes a struggle against the old. In this struggle propaganda and agitation 
are not on the sidelines. They play an active role in resolving contradictions and 
difficulties of growth and they contribute to the victory of the new and progres- 
sive. Criticism of shortcomings and support for advanced initiatives by showing 
their social value--in these and other areas of action one can see the active role 
of the ideological media and the offensiveness of propaganda and agitation. 


The greater demands placed on the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces re- 
quire an intolerant attitude toward the still encountered deviations from the 
socialist standards of morality. Under army conditions there still are individual 
cases of a negligent, lax attitude toward the carrying out of military duty, a lack 
of discipline on the part of certain servicemen, the abuse of official positions, 
coarseness, drunkenness, the violation of proper relationships and amoral actions. 
For this reason the propaganda and agitation media must wage a decisive struggle 
against the remnants of the old in the Army and Navy, they must actively and con- 
stantly explain the class essence of communist morality and military ethics and must 
profoundly disclose the sociopolitical and moral-legal aspects of military disci- 
pline and the requirements of the oath and regulations. 


The preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress open up broad opportunities for 
strengthening the offensive nature of propaganda and agitation. Using the examples 
of heroic history and from the present achievements of our nation it is important 
to show the gigantic revolutionizing activities of the Communist Party and the suc- 
cesses of its domestic and foreign policy. It is essential to see to it that the 
propaganda and agitation measures provide a prompt and qualified explanation for 
the occurring events and the questions arising among the personnel, that they effec- 
tively capture the attention of the men, arouse their creative energy and focus 
them on increasing the effectiveness and quality of combat training and on the com- 
plete carrying out of the precongress socialist obligations. The forms and methods 
of propaganda and mass agitation work which have gained recognition in the troop 
collectives should be further developed. These include lectures and political in- 
formations sessions, political talks, question and answer evenings, special subject 
morning meetings, meetings with veterans and prominent persons, oral magazines and 
many others. 


The high level of the offensive nature of propaganda and agitation depends also 
upon the selection of personnel entrusted with carrying out ideological work in the 
Army and Navy and above all upon the activities of the speaker groups and the agi- 
tation and propaganda collectives. It is a question of a significant rise in the 
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quality of their work and a decisive struggle against an infatuation with quanti- 
tative indicators. There cannot be any chance left in the selection of persons who 
are entrusted with such an important party assignment as the carrying out of agi- 
tation and propaganda measures. And completely correct are those political bodies 
and party committees which ahead of time, considering their needs, train non-T/0 
propagandists, using for this the possibilities of the Marxism-Leninism universi- 
ties, the party schools and seminars. 


The participation of the leading cadres in the political indoctrination of the per- 
sonnel is of important significance for strengthening the offensive nature of prop- 
aganda and agitation. In developing this Leninist tradition, it is essential to 
make fuller use of the opportunities for personal contacts between the commanders 
and political workers and the men for studying and shaping public opinion in the 
troop collectives and for more profoundly analyzing and judging the questions which 
arise among the men. 


In a word, the offensive nature of propaganda and agitation presupposes the use of 
various forms and means for influencing the awareness of the men. An active search 
for ways to increase the effectiveness of the basic propaganda and agitation medium, 
the word, and a constant desire to steadily improve the main method of propaganda 
and agitation, persuasion, will make it possible to successfully carry out the tasks 
of ideological work in the Army and Navy and to raise its role in strengthening the 
combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces. 
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INDOCTRINATION IN THE MOSCOW MILITARY DISTRICT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to press 
5 Nov 80 pp 30-37 


[Article by Col N. Nesterov, chief of the Propaganda and Agitation Section and 
deputy chief of the Political Directoate of the Order of Lenin Moscow Military 
District: "In Comprehensively Carrying Out Indoctrinational Tasks") 


[Text] Each time that assemblies of ideological workers are held a special atmos- 
phere reigns in our district officers club. Both in the course of discussing 
practical work and in the minutes of the short break, in going into the details of 
the acquired experience, the persons attending ask each other in detail: 


“What is new in your ideological and political indoctrination of the men?" 
“What place do moral problems hold in your plans?" 
“How specifically is the activating of military indoctrination expressed?" 


Even from these questions one can see the great interest in the idea of providing a 
comprehensive approach to indoctrination. At present this idea is not only close 
to and understood by the commanders, political workers, the party and Komsomol 
leaders but more and more firmly is being embodied in life. 


The conducting of united political days can be called, I feel, one of the ideologi- 
cal indoctrination measures which most precisely reflects comprehensiveness in 
work. Certainly if these days are organized in full accord with the demands of the 


party. 


Not so long ago a united political day was held in the Guards Taman' Motorized 
Rifle Division imeni M. I. Kalinin. Speaking in one of the subunits was the candi- 
date member of the CPSU Central Committee and commander of the Order of Lenin Mos- 
cow Military District, Arm Gen V. Govorov, and in another the candidate member of 
the CPSU Central Committee and member of the military council and chief of the 
political directorate of the district, Col Gen K. Grushevoy. They described 
thoroughly the tasks confronting the men in line with the preparations for the 
26th Party Congress. 


In the course of the conversations struck up, the generals and officers became ac- 
quainted with the initiatives and personal plans of the men and disclosed their 
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real opportunities in the precongress socialist competition. These data as well as 
the questions and proposals of the men were generalized. On the same day a meeting 
was held for the commanders and political workers of the division. In speaking to 
them, the first deputy chief of the political directorate, Maj Gen V. Dolgov, ad- 
vanced recommendations aimed at carrying out the tasks stemming from the demands of 
the party Central Committee. He paid particular attention to the development of the 
precongress socialist competit‘on and to the broad dissemination of such a valuable 
undertaking as “our military s:~vice for the motherland and ive party and a worthy 
greeting for the 26th CPSU Co. gress!" 


Then at a conference of the agitation and propaganda aktiv there was an exchange of 
opinions on how, proceeding from an analysis of the proposals of the men voiced dur- 
ing the speeches by the generals and officers, the realization of these proposals 
should be carried out as well as how the domestic and foreign policy of the party, 
the military political situation in the world and the tasks confronting the person- 
nel should be explained. 


Such a political day was held in all the formations, units and facilities of the 
district and there was much thet was noteworthy in holding it. Here there was the 
broad involvement of the leadership in explanatory work, the encompassing of various 
categories of men as well as a close tie with the practical tasks of the personnel. 
In such an organization of a united political day, I repeat, one has a good feeling 
for the influence of comprehensiveness. 


The necessity of introducing a comprehensive approach to ideological work is dic- 
tated by life itself. This was pointed out by the 25th CPSU Congress. "...Present- 
day conditions," said the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade 
L. I. Brezhnev, speaking at the congress, “pose new tasks for the ideological activ- 
ities of the party. The practice of the party organizations suggests to us the path 
which will lead us to a rise in its effectiveness. This is a comprehensive approach 
to organizing the entire cause of indoctrination...." 


The party not only thoroughly established the importance of using a comprehensive 
approach to the indoctrinational process under the conditions of developed socialism, 
it also profoundly worked out the ways for realizing this. The main thing consists, 
as was emphasized by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, in ensuring "a close unity of 
ideological-political, labor and moral indoctrination considering the particular 
features of the various groups of workers." 


The realization of these ideas has helped to strengthen the indoctrination of the 
Soviet military personnel. "...In organizing and conducting political indoctrina- 
tion,” as was pointed out at the conference of the command and political leadership 
of the Army and Navy, “we are obtaining an ever-greater practical return from the 
skillful use of a systematic approach to the spiritual conditioning of the men and 
by using for these purposes a broad range of forms and methods for influencing the 
servicemen and the very rich facilities for ideological work." 


The validity of such a conclusion has also been substantiated by the successes which 
have been achieved by the leading formations, units and submits of our district. 
They, more completely than the other military collectives, have ensured a comprehen- 
sive approach to carrying out indoctrinational tasks. 
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Let me refer to the guards motorised rifle unit X. Were there has been a signifi- 
cant rise in the ranks of the outstanding men of military and political training, 
Clase specialists and rated athletes; the combat training and indoctrinational tasks 
have been carried out successfully. In all of this one can feel the desire of the 
commanders, political workers, the party and Komsomol activists to solve the ques- 
tions of indoctrinating the men ae 4 single complex. Let ue turn, for example, to 
the current and long-range planning of ideological indoctrination. Ite significance 
would be hard to overestimate, This was emphasized at the recent conference of the 
comand and political leadership of the Army and Navy. In particular, the necessity 
wae pointed out of broadly introducing long-range planning into the indoctrination 
of the personnel, It can give indoctrinational work a truly comprehensive character. 
Understandably only in the instance that the plans do not come down to a simple total 
of indoctrinational measures placed in chronological order, but rather determine the 
final aime, the expected results and the choice of the best ways and methode for 
their unconditional attainment. 


Planning in the motorized rifle unit is basically carried out from thie approach. 
Here it is conducted so that there is an effective indoctrinational influence on all 
the basic spheres of the activities of the troop collective--from the maintaining of 
high vigilance and combat readiness to organizing the routine and leisure of the men. 
The plane, as the comprehensive approach assumes, take into account the particular 
features of the various servicemen groups from the newly inducted men to the unit 
leadership. The plane provide that indoctrinational activities should involve all 
officers, party and Komsomol activiste without exception and the use of the rich 
areenal of the forme and means of ideological work. The specific aims and expected 
results are defined. And these include: the degree of shaping the moral-political, 
military and psychological qualities of the men, the activeness of the personnel in 
carrying out one or another taske of combat and political training. The comprehen- 
sive approach is aleo reflected in the planning of not just all the work as a whole 
but aleo the support for individual tasks. 


As an example let us take a recent exercise. It was complicated in terms of the 
tactical concept and the psychological and physical stress on the men. Considering 
this, here they worked out ahead of time an extensive comprehensive plan for ideo- 
logical indoctrination measures. Everyone who was involved in the indoctrinational 
work--from the unit commander to the platoon activists--took an active part in pre- 
paring and carrying out these measures. And the most diverse forms were employed, 
including: party and Komsomol assemblies, meetings and meetings with combat vet- 
erans of the unit, 4 special-subject evening meeting on “Loyal to the Legacy of 
Lenin,” a competition on “Our Combat Weapon. How Do You Know It?" and many others. 


And the measures were designed for the various servicemen categories. With the of- 
ficers a colloouim was held on the ways for forming in the men high combat active- 
ness and moral-psychological strength. For the sergeants a lecture was given on 
the particular features of their actions in modern combat. With the soldiers the 
agitators held a talk on “In Taking To the Field, Act in a Combat Manner." A tech- 
nical conference was organized for the drivers. The grenade launcher troops met 
with the mastere of firing this type of weapon. With the remaining motorized rifle 
troops a talk was held on the history and combat capabilities of the automatic 


weapon. 
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All of thie work led to the expected result, The activeness of the men rose signif~ 
icarcly in military service and their desire to act in a complex situation whole- 
heartedly and with complete dedication of their efforts rose. And ultimately the 
set goal was achieved as all the aime of the exercise were successfully carried out. 


What does the demand of providing a close unity between ideological=political, Labor 
and moral indoctrination mean for the practices of ideological work? As experience 
indicates, above all the improving of each of the three basic areas of indoctrina- 
tional activities, and secondly, the strengthening of their interaction and relation= 
ship. The district political directorate approaches thie work from precisely these 
positions, in focusing the commanders, the political workers, the party and Komsomol 
organizations on 4 comprehensive carrying out of indoctrinational tasks. 


Ideological and political indoctrination is the central, determining area of indoc- 
trinational activities. It provides the main thing, that is, an ideological basis 
for the development of the individual. This obliges the commanders, the political 
workers and the party organizations to keep the questions of improving the political 
training of the men at the center of attention and to constantly be concerued that 
the remaining forms of ideological influence on them are closely tied to it. In 
other words, here it is again a question of a comprehensive approach but not direct- 
ly to organizing political training. 


Let us take political exercises with the soldiers and sergeants. Seemingly here 
everything would be worked out, established and familiar. However, many commanders, 
political workers and party organizations, proceeding from the demands of the Decree 
of the CPSU Central Committee “On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoc- 
trination,” in this area as well have been able to find reserves. One of them is in 
further increasing the efficiency of seminars held with the leaders of the political 
exercise groups. Another is to pool the efforts of the propagandists, the party and 
Komsomol activists aimed at the thorough assimilation of the training material by 
the students. Such pooling makes it possible to more closely link all forms of 
ideological influence with political training. What does this mean in practice? 


A certain time ago the subject "The Military Alliance of the Armies in the Fraternal 
Socialist Countries--An Important Factor in Combating the Imperialist Aggressors” 
was to be studied by the soldiers and sergeants. At the regular seminar for propa- 
gandists a discussion was held of the content and methods for conducting the politi- 
cal exercises on the given subject. The assistant group leaders were instructed. 
The unit commander provided the officers with political information and told them 
about the exacerbation of the international situation and the need to further 
strengthen combat readiness. The members of the agitation and propaganda group, 
Capts V. Koslov and V. Fedosenko, Sr Lt V. Grishayrv and others, in the subunits 
conducted talks on “The Warsaw Pact--A Dependable Shield for the Security of Peoples 
and the Cause of Socialiem.” The Komsomol committee organized the production of the 
oral magazine “Loyal to the Legacy of Lenin.” The cultural and educational workers 
also did their share. For example, the club made a news broadcast on “Under the 
Banner of Internationalism,” and showed the documentary film "A Reliable Basis of 
Peace” for the students. The library prepared an exhibit on "To Help the Leaders 
and Students of Political Exercises." 


Ultimately the effectiveness of the political exercises was increased by such spe- 
cific work. This was expressed not only in the profound knowledge and high grades 








for the etudents at the seminar, During this same time, in the classrooms and in 
the field the personnel showed a noticeably stronger desire to work at full strength 
and achieve new successes in the competition, 


Generally speaking the efforte made by the propagandists and the entire aktiv were 
fully repaid. For this reason exercises on other subjects in the unit have been or- 
ganized similarly. The long-range comprehensive plane for political training of the 
men indicate who is to give lectures, what is to be done to help the propagandists, 
what measures are to be carried out for the students on each subject by the party 
committee, agitation and propaganda group, the propagandist, the Komsomol committee, 
the club and library. 


In 4 number of our unite and VUZes it has become a practice to draw up long-range 
comprehensive plans for organizing the Marxist-Leninist training of officers. The 
plans provide for the current lectures and seminars, the works of the founders of 
Marxism-Leninism recommended fer required study, the party and governmental docu- 
ments, the subjects of abstracts, reader conferences and colloquiums, political in- 
formation sessions and the discussion of theoretical articles published in the peri- 
odic press. 


But to draw up the plan is just the beginning. The main thing is to carry it out 
and to make certain that the study of Marxism-Leninism is combined with the forming 
and developing in the officers of an ability to apply theory in analyzing the phe- 
nomena of life and social processes and in carrying out practical tasks. 


In thie regard indicative is the organization of studies in the officer Marxiat- 
Leninist study groups in the air unit KX. Here proper attention is given to elaborat- 
ing the methods of studying the subjects of Marxist-Leninist training, to developing 
the skills of independent work with primary sources and to the individual assignments 
for the officers. tin particular, abstracts by the students have become a permanent 
feature. And many of these abstracts are most closely tied to troop practices. The 
proposals established in the abstracts of Lt Col A. Starovoytov and Maj A. Safiulin 
at present are being widely carried out in the instruction and moral-psychological 
training of the aviators. Thus the study of Marxist-Leninist theory is combined 
with a profound penetration into army life and the examining of its urgent problems. 
Thie has significantly increased the effectiveness of the studies and has helped to 
form communist conviction and an activist position in life. 


The high ideological conditioning of the officers of this unit and above all the 
communists in a most immediate manner tells in their actions. The officers creative- 
ly solve service questions and by word and personal example mobilize their subordin- 
ates to achieve new heights in combat training. For several years now this collec- 
tive has kept the title of outetanding. The guards unit has been awarded the pen- 
nant of the USSR minister of defense for courage and military valor, and recently it 
wae entered on the Honor Board of the leading units and ships which have achieved 
the highest indicators in the socialist competition of the Soviet Army and Navy. 


At present 4 most important area of activity for the ideological aktiv is the exten- 
sive propagandizing of the materials of the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee and the Fourth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet and the mobilizing 
of the men to properly greet the 26th CPSU Congress. For this purpose in all the 
g4rrisons of the district conferences are being held for the ideological aktiv, and 
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in the unite and schools seminare for the leadera of the political training groups 
as well as with other non-T/O0 propagandists and agitators. The questions raised are 
at the center of attention in the reporte and elections of the party bodies which 
ate now being held. 


At the conferences, seminars and assemblies there has been a thorough discussion of 
propagandizing the provisions and conclusions stated in the speech of Comrade L,. I. 
ireahnev at the October Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and the materials of 
the session of the USSR Supreme Soviet. There has been a detailed discussion of 
such questions as the broad involvement of the party aktiv in explanatory work, the 
encompassing of all categories of personnel in it, the use of diverse forms and 
means of indoctrination and the ensuring of a close link between propaganda and the 
tasks confronting the units. And this has brought positive results. The quality 
of ideological political work with the men has risen further, and this in turn has 
contributed to the development of their activeness in the precongress competition. 


When a discussion arises about the link of political studies with practice and with 
the specific tasks of the men, then to a certain degree this is a question of labor 
indoctrination. Under army conditions it to « significant degree operates as mili- 
tary indoctrination. Experience shows that if the interaction and relationship of 
ideological-political, moral and military indoctrination are profound and organic, 
then the effectiveness of the indoctrinational impact on the men grows substantially. 


Unfortunately, certain leaders at times do not consider this. Thus, at a conference 
devoted to the questions of a comprehensive approach to indoctrination, a battalion 
commander took the floor. In speaking about labor indoctrination, he asserted that 
without counting the hours of mass political work and personal time it was essen- 
tial as much as possible to engage the men in studies, training and labor and to 
burden down each officer with service affairs to the limit. 


Undoubtedly such a position is wrong. Labor generally and military labor particu- 
larly in actuality possesses enormous indoctrinational opportunities. But these 
opportunities cannot be fully realized by themselves and without the effect of other 
factors. Labor brings beneficial indoctrinational results when it is carried out 
consciously and is inspired by a high idea. We should teach the commanders and the 
ideological workers to approach the assessment of the role of military service and 
the organizing of military indoctrination precisely from these positions. The units 
and schools have now begun to conduct more measures aimed at clucidating the essence 
of army service and indoctrinating pride for the military profession and love for 
military service. 


In the Taman’ Motorized Rifle Division imeni M. I. Kalinin, those who truly love 
military service and wholeheartedly serve the gotherland are widely involved in 
giving lectures, conducting special subject evenings and oral magazines on such sub- 
jects. For example, when a reader conference was held on the book by Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, “Malaya Zemlya" [Little Earth], the men heard speeches by the direct par- 
ticipants in the battles at Novorossiysk, the former chief of the propaganda and 
agitation department and deputy chief of the political section of the 18th Army 

S. Pakhomov, the former inspector of the army political section A. Kopenkin and 
others. In the debate which was recently held here on “What is the Essence of 
Military Duty?" the army veterans and Heroes of the Soviet Union A. Kazayev and A. 
Vinogradov shared their remembrances. The leader of another debate on “What Does It 
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Mean for a Serviceman To be a Patriot of His Motherland?" was the participant in the 
Civil and Great Patriotic wars, the battles in Spain and the fellow serviceman of 
the legendary Nikolay Kusnetsov, the courageous scout M. Fortue, Meetings with 
such remarkable people give the men a notion of what people have done with their 
lives and cause them to reflect on loyalty to the military oath and inapire unatint- 
ing military service. 


It must be stressed that the political workers of the formation are aleo concerned 
for a close link of such measures with the daily concerns and taske of the men. 
Characteristic in this regard was the reader conference on the book by Arm Gen P. 
Lashechenko “Ofiteerskaya Yunost'" [Officer Youth]. Capts V. Yefimov, V. Kochur and 
Ye. Plakhtin and Sr Lts V. Grishayev and A. Pozdnyakov who spoke surveyed the deeds 
of their military collective from the viewpoint of the heroes of the book and spoke 
with great interest about the noble labor of the officers and the pathe of their 
development, about raising the personal responsibility for the indoctrination and 
training of subordinates and about ensuring a high example set by all commanders and 
political workers in carrying out their patriotic duty to the motherland. 


A love of labor, as M. 1. Kalinin once said, is one of the main elements of commu- 
nist morality. The same idea has been repeatedly emphasized in the party documents. 
At present the instilling of a feeling of love for labor and a conecientious atti- 
tude toward it comprises one of the main areas of moral indoctrination. Most closely 
linked both with ideological-political and military indoctrination, under our army 
conditions it must ensure a profound assimilation by each man of the principles of 
the moral code of a builder of communism and the development in the men of an acti- 
vist position in life “when,” as Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev said, “a unity of word and 
deed becomes a daily standard of conduct." 


As was pointed out in the course of the report and election party meetings, there 
are more successes in carrying out the daily taske where the question of the moral 
indoctrination of the personnel is better organized. As an example let us take the 
company commanded by Sr Lt A. Panfilkin. It inevitably takes prize places in the 
results of the competition. During the present year the subunit was in a difficult 
situation. A significant portion of the highly skilled specialists was transferred 
to the reserves and the tasks confronting the signal troops were more complex. 


What was undertaken in order to handle them? In reflecting about this, the commu- 
nists reached the conclusion that a feeling of moral duty had to be further height- 
ened in each signalman. He said this to the party and Komsomol activists in the 
company. They in turn spoke to the men. The subjects of their talks and reports 
were: “Collectiviem and Comradely Mutual Aid: One for All, All for One,” “Share 
and Share Alike," and “'That is No Business of Mine...‘ is Not Our Morality.” Then 
a meeting of the company personnel was held with a very noteworthy agenda: “What 

I know you may have, comrade!" Designed as an appeal to the higher moral qualities 
of the men, it could not help but have a positive effect. All the participants of 
the meeting not only stated a readiness to act unswervingly in a spirit of the moral 
principles of the moral code, to support one another and be personally responsible 
for the outcome of the tasks confronting the collective. They accepted specific 
obligations on mutual aid and proposed personally to participate in measures which 
would help to broaden the military technical viewpoint and increase the combat mas- 
tery of the comrades. And their word was reinforced by deeds. On the eve of the 
63d anniversary of Great October the company again held first place in the competi- 
tion. 











Such appeale to the moral duty of the men, in our view, are effective, With good 
reason in a number of units, along with lectures, reports, talks, political informa- 
tion sessions and oral magazines about the moral code of the builder of communian, 
about moral and ethical standards of conduct and about the duty of a soldier and 
citizen, more and more often debates are held which require a high moral assessment 
of one's deeds and actions as well as youth meetings and assemblies on the subjects: 
“Society is for You and You are for Society," “The Happiness of the Motherland is 
Your Happiness," “The Honor of the Collective is Your Honor,” and others. 


The establishing of a comprehensive approach to indoctrination also entails certain 
difficulties. How can they be overcome? In what manner can we activate everywhere 
the introduction of a comprehensive approach into the practices of ideological work? 
The solution to these questions is a subject of constant concern for the district 
political directorate and military council. The military council has often reviewed 
the questions of improving the training and indoctrinational process. And each time 
particular attention has been given to how the instructions of the 25th Congress and 
the party Central Committee are being carried out on implementing a comprehensive 
approach to indoctrination. The decrees of the military council on this question 
contain many recommendations which derive from the concrete situation and pose tasks 
for the units and subunite. 


First of all these recommendations are aimed at arming the leadership of the dis- 
trict with a methodology and advanced experience in the comprehensive carrying out 
of indoctrinational tasks. Thus, according to a recommendation of the military 
council and the political directorate, a scientific and practical conference was 
conducted with the generals and the officers on the subject of "A Comprehensive 
Approach to Indoctrination--A Major Way to Increase the Effectiveness of Ideological 
Work." Soon after this the political directorate and the political section of the 
district staff and headquarters organized a special seminar. Were there was a tho- 
rough discussion of the contest, forms and methods of work by the district staff and 
headquarters in the area of providing aid to the commanders and political workers 
of the units in implementing a comprehensive approach to the indoctrination of the 
personnel. Each participant of this seminar gained a clear understanding of his 
role and tasks in such an important question. 


The political directorate pavs particular attention to organizing the instruction 

of ideological cadres. And this is understandable. Certainly the level of ideolog- 
ical indoctrination depends primarily on them. With each of the basic categories of 
ideological workers we systematically couduct assemblics, seminars and conferences. 
At tiem the questions are posed of improving ideological indoctrination and ensuring 
a comprehensive approach to this. 


In carrying out a comprehensive approach to solving indoctrinational problems, a 
special place, as is known, is held by the party organizations. Their role in the 
indoctrinational process has been emphasized in the Decree of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political indoctrination.” They should 
be, it states, “the centers of daily ideological indoctrination activities, they 
should unite the collective, skillfully conduct individual work with the men, en- 
courage their social and labor activeness, raise the level of labor and everyday 
life and develop a feeling for the new." 
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Considering these demands, the workers of the political directorate have taken an 
active part in preparing and conducting party meetings on how to make the party or- 
ganizations the centers of daily ideological indoctrination activities. A study 
has been made of the state of affairs in a number of places and the experience of 
the best party leaders such as Lt Col V. Krasyuk and Capt §. Vodolazekiy has been 
generalized. Recently at the district assemblies thie experience was given to the 
secretaries of the party committees and bureaus. At a scientific and practical 
seminar for them the question was raised of the ways for further improving the work 
of turning te party organizations into centers of daily ideological indoctrination 
activities. ’ 


The scientific and practical conferences and seminars are conducted with the ideo- 
logical aktiv directly in the units and schools but the question does not end with 
this. Recently an ever-greater emphasis has been put on such an effective method 

of study as the actual demonstration of advanced achievements in indoctrination and 
the popularizing of the concrete initiators of valuable experience. This derives 
from the demands of the party. It teaches us to more boldly take up the acquired 
experience and make all the advanced our common property. “It is essential for us," 
said Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev speaking at the June Plenum of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee, “to carefully approach all the positive that is to be found in our work...." 


As we see, ensuring a comprehensive approach to ideological indoctrination is a 
many-faceted problem. In describing the positive and advanced experience in solving 
it, | cannot help but stipulate that this experience still has not been completely 
spread through the district troops. In particular, the method of planning ideologi- 
cal work considering a comprehensive approach to carrying out its tasks as yet has 
not been mastered everywhere. Individual commanders and political workers lack the 
ability to unify ideological efforts, to combine mass and individual work with the 
men, in each planned measure to find the ideological-political, moral, legal and 
other indoctrinational opportunities and to consider them more fully. In certain 
units and schools, as was pointed out in the course of the report and election cam- 
paign, the very rich arsenal of forms and means of political indoctrination is still 
far from fully utilized. 


These shortcomings of ours have been thoroughly analyzed. And conclusions have been 
drawn. And they are that on the basis of the demands of the party and the decisions 
of the June and October plenums of the CPSU Central Committee to intensify all ideo- 
logical activities, to pay even more attention to the training of the personnel, to 
study with them the experience of a comprehensive approach to the indoctrinational 
process and steadily introduce this into work practices. 


We see in this a firm basis for achieving new successes in military and political 
training, in the socialist competition and in the struggle to further increase vigi- 
lance and combat readiness of the district troops and properly celebrate the 26th 


CPSU Congress. 
COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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INDOCTRINATION ON IMPERIALISM AS PEACE THREAT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to press 
5 Nov 80 pp 61-68 


[Article by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Docent, Capt lst Rank Yu. Osipov: 
"Imperialism as a Threat to Peace*") 


[Text] Four hours are to be assigned to study the subject. This time should be 
used as follows: 2 hours for a lecture (narration), 2 hours for a seminar (talk). 
Independent preparation should be organized in the evenings. 


The purpose of the exercise is to help the students in more profoundly understanding 
that imperialism has been and remains the opponent of peace and social progress and 
is a source of military danger. It should help them better realize the necessity of 
the greatest possible rise in the vigilance and combat readiness of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. 


In the lecture (narration) it is recommended that the following basic questions be 
taken up: 1. Imperialism--a source of military danger. 2. Maoist China--the enemy 
of social progress and the supporter of imperialism. 3. Be vigilant and ready to 
thwart the aggressive plans of imperialism and its confederates. 


In the brief introduction it is important to emphasize that the international situa- 
tion in our days has become sharply more complex. Guilty of this are the most reac- 
tionary circles of imperialism and primarily the United States and NATO. They are 
endeavoring to disrupt the established military equilibrium in the world in their 
favor and to the detriment of the security of the Soviet Union, the fraternal social- 
ist and other independent states. “Imperialism,” pointed out Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
in his report at the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, “has clearly 
set the goal of testing the will of peoples for peace, yours and my, comrades, good 
will and determination to follow the path of detente and good neighbors. 





*Material for political exercises on the subject "Imperialism--A Source of War. The 
Subversive Actions of the Imperialist Reaction and the Chinese Hegemonists Against 
the Cause of Peace and Social Progress. The CPSU on the Necessity of High Vigi- 
lance of the Soviet People and the Men of the Army and Navy.” 
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"Not a day passes without Washington trying to resurrect the spirit of the Cold War 
and fan militaristic passions. Any pretext, existing or nonexirting, ia used for 
this." 


On an anti-Soviet basis which is hostile to the cause of peace, a rapprochment is 
occurring among the aggressive circles of the West and primarily the United States, 
and the Chinese leadership. The partnership between imperialism and Beijing hegemon- 
ism is a danger for all mankind. In the complicated international situation, the 
CPSU and the Soviet government have firmly and steadfastly defended the cause of 
peace throughout the world. At the same time they are undertaking every measure to 
maintain the defense capability of the motherland and the combat readiness of the 
USSR Armed Forces on a proper level. In speaking at the October (1980) Plenum of 
the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev emphasized that the economic and 
defense potential of the Soviet nation has increased significantly. 


Our Army and Navy possess weapons and equipment which embody the last achievements 
of scientific and technical progress. The heirs of the military glory of the older 
generations of the Soviet people have mastered these weapons. To the constant con- 
cern of the party and the people the armed defenders of the motherland are respond- 
ing with new successes in military service and with remarkable patriotic initiatives. 
Like all the Soviet people they are participating actively in the socialist competi- 
tion to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 


1. Imperialism--A Source of Military Danger 


In beginning to take up the material on the first question, it is essential to em- 
phasize that all the history of modern society has irrefutably shown that imperial- 
ism is the main guilty party of the infinite calamities and sufferings of mankind. 
This system is based upon private property, forced labor and cruel exploitation of 
the broad masses of people. The bourgeoisie in the capitalist nations possesses 
everything--the land, the plants and factories, the power plants and roads, the mass 
information media and so forth. It lives and enriches itself at the expense of the 
working population. Its thirst for gain knows no limit. 


For the purposes of extracting maximum profits, the capitalists continuously inten- 
sify the exploitation of the peoples in their own states. In response the workers 
more and more actively are defending their rights and seek a just transformation of 
life. In order to restrain the anger of the masses of people, the bourgeoisie has 
released the cruelest repression against them and has resorted to the use of force. 


In its drive for gain, the bourgeoisie is not satisfied with the exploitation of the 
working population of its own countries. It has extended its greedy eye to other 
peoples and has taken up the path of new crimes against mankind. 


In the search for cheaper raw materials and manpower and for more advantageous pro- 
duction and sales conditions, the bourgeoisie has resorted to colonial plunder and 
deals with the disobedient with fire and sword. Thus wars are turned into inevit- 
able accomplices of capitalism. Wars assumed a particularly destructive nature at 
the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries, when capitalism grew 
into its highest and last stage, imperialism. The historical accomplishment of ex- 
amining it belongs to V. I. Lenin. “Imperialism,” commented Lenin, “is capitalism 
in that stage of development when the rule of the monopolies and financial capital 
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has formed, the export of capital has assumed prominent significance, when the ap- 
portionment of the world between international trusts has started and when the ap- 
portionment of the entire territory of the earth by the largest capitalist coun- 
tries has ended (PSS [Complete Collected Works], Vol 27, p 387). 


The monopolistic bourgeoisie everywhere to a greater degree is becoming a counter- 
revolutionary force and its aggressiveness has increased immeasurably. The imperi- 
alists in the cruelest manner suppress the actions of the workers for their vital 
rights and for transforming society to progressive, socialist principles. "...Im- 
perialiem,” commented /. I. Lenin, "that is, monopolistic capitaliem...by its funda- 
mental economic characteristics is marked by the least peacefulness and love of 
a} and by the greatest and ubiquitous development of the military" (PSS, Vol 

» p 248). 


In the monopolistic stage of development, all the contradictions inherent to the 
capitalist method of production are extremely exacerbated, and primarily the basic 
one between the social nature of labor and the private form of the appropriation of 
its results. In analyzing this phenomenon, V. I. Lenin concluded that imperialism 
is parasitic, rotten and moribund capitalism on the eve of a socialist revolution. 


Lenin taught that the imperialist states develop very unevenly and in abrupt jumps. 
As a result of this, inside the capitalist world, the balance of economic and mili- 
tary forces is constantly changing. The nation which has gotten ahead seizes new 
markets, new colonies and strives for world domination. The interimperialist con- 
tradictions develop into fierce destructive wars. “World domination," emphasized 

V. I. Lenin, “is, to put it briefly, the content of imperialist policy and its con- 
tinuation is an imperialist war (PSS, Vol 30, p 85). 


Wars serve as visible proof of the aggressiveness of imperialism and again assert 
that its policy is based upon misanthropic, self-seeking interests of the monopolis- 
tic bourgeoisie. In unmasking the reactionary essence of his contemporary bourgeois 
society, V. I. Lenin with particular anger stigmatized the capitalists of the United 
States who had acquired untold riches by international plunder, violence and rob- 
bery. “The American billionaires," commented Lenin, “have gained most of all. They 
have made all even the richest countries their tributaries. They have stolen hund- 
reds of billions of dollars. And on each dollar one can see the traces of mud...on 
each dollar is a piece of dirt from the ‘profitable’ military deliveries which in 
each country enrich the rich and devastate the poor. On each dollar are traces of 
blood..." (PSS, Vel 37, p 50). 


Even before the victory of Great October, V. I. Lenin warned our party and the work- 
ing class that the appearance of a socialist state in the hostile encirclement of 
the capitalist world inevitably would evoke a desire among the international bour- 
geoisie to defeat the victorious proletariat. In this instance, Lenin pointed out, 
war on our side would be legitimate and just, as its aim was to defend the revolu- 
tionary victories. The fate of any revolution, V. I. Lenin taught, is determined by 
whethe: or not it is able to defend itself against enemies. We will fight for 
peace, emphasized Lenin, for peaceful coexistence between states with different 
social systems. But if we are attacked, we will defend ourselves down to the last 
drop of blood, to victory. 
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History has fully confirmed Lenin's words. In 1917, imperialiam received the 

» congest blow. Great October tore our country from the clutches of bourgeois 

, avery and marked the beginning to the general crisis of capitalism. "The unfor- 

gettable October days," said Comrade L. I, Brezhnev, "shook the whole world. A new 
historical era began, the era of the revolutionary renewal of the world, the era of 
transition to socialism and communism. The path was started which is now followed 

by hundreds of millions of people and which all mankine is condemned to follow." 


It aust be pointed out that our people, from the first days of the existence of 
Soviet power, had to defend their revolutionary victories against the encroachments 
of imperialist aggressors with weapons in hand. The Civil War became a severe test- 
ing for the world's first worker and peasant state. In taking up the reasons for 
the occurrence of this war, V. I. Lenin pointed out: "World imperialiem...has 
caused, in essence, our civil war and is guilty of drawing it out..." (PSS, Vol 39, 
p 343). The victory of the Soviet people over the united forces of foreign inter- 
ventionists and White Guards meant a major military and political defeat for capi- 
talism. 


The Great Patriotic War was a severe testing of strength for our state. Upon the 
appeal of the Communist Party the Soviet people, like a single man, came to the de- 
fense of their socialist motherland, they endured and won out. It must be empha- 
sized that the Soviet Union and its valorous Armed Forces made the decisive contri- 
bution to the defeat of German fascism and Japanese militarism. The prophetic 
statement of V. I. Lenin was confirmed when he said that it is impossible to conquer 
a people who are fighting for their own Soviet power, the power of the workers, and 
who are defending the cause of socialism and the bright future of coming generations 


The formation of the world socialist system and the collapse of colonial rule of im- 
perialism meant a further deepening of its general crisis. During the postwar years 
a new balance of forces has come into being in the world and this favors socialism, 
democracy and social progress. Capitalism has ceased to rule unchallenged on the 
international scene. 


At present the general crisis of capitalism is continuing to deepen steadily. The 
main contradiction of the modern age is the contradiction between the two opposing 
sociopolitical systems, socialism and capitalism. The USSR and the fraternal so- 
cialist countries are endeavoring to resolve it by peaceful coexistence. However, 
imperialism as before is wagering chiefly on military force and has not abandoned 
the hope of resolving the historic dispute with socialism in its favor by the use of 
weapons. This is expressed in the further militarization of all aspects of life in 
bourgeois sc:iety and in the continuous growth of its aggressiveness. At present 
particularly timely are Lenin's words: "Modern militarism is the result of capital- 
ism. in both its forms it is a ‘vital manifestation’ of capitalism: as military 
force used by the capitalist states in their external clashes...and as a weapon in 
the hands of the ruling classes for suppressing any type (economic and political) 
movements of the proletariat..." (PSS, Vol 17, p 187). 


It is essential to remind the students that imperialism is guilty of starting two 
world wars which have cost around 60 million human lives and of initiating a large 
number of various military conflicts and clashes in the flames of which new mil- 
lions of people have perished and continue to perish. The military-industrial com- 
plexes of the major capitalist powers represent a serious danger for the destiny of 
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the world at the present stage. These are alliances of the most influential monop- 
Olies with the reactionary military in the state apparatus of the imperialist 
countries. Preparations for war and the production and sales of military products 
have become a true gold mine for them. The following data can be given as confirm- 
ation of this. 


According to a statement by a Senate commission of the U.S. Congress which, under 
public pressure was forced to investigate the files of 169 American military- 
industry corporations which supplied weapons both to the Pentagon and to the mili- 
tary departments of other NATO states, they received protits up to 2,000(!) percent. 
Clearly with such profits no moral or other human standards are considered by the 
imperialist merchants of death. The main thing for them is co obtain new advantag- 
eous military orders and to put even more destructive means of aggression and plun- 
der into production. And this leads to the unprecedented swelling of military bud- 
gets in the imperialist states and to the growth of a military danger in the world. 


It is essential to stress that the unrestrained arms race is a characteristic phe- 
nomenon for all the major capitalist states. And here the tone is set by the United 
States. Over the last 10 years alone it has doubled its expenditures on prepara- 
tions for war. In the 1978 fiscal year, the Pentagon was allocated 116.7 billion 
dollars, 130 billion dollars in 1979, and 141.2 billion dollars in 1980. By 1984, 
the U.S. military budget will reach the record amount of 220 billion dollars! 


In the postwar period the United States has ensnared over 40 capitalist states in 
military treaties and involved them in the arms race. The military blocs of the 
imperialists appeared one after another and they have an anticommunist and anti- 
Soviet focus. Among them the main place is held by the North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
ization (NATO). This bloc was and remains one of the basic sources of increased 
international tension and the carrying out of imperialist aggression. According to 
information in the American newspaper WASHINGTON POST, the NATO countries over the 
last 30 years have carried out 115 armed actions including 22 since 1970. In the 
NATO states an enormous military machine has been created numbering around 5 million 
men. It is armed with 17,000 tanks, 8,000 combat aircraft, over 8,000 American 
"tactical" nuclear weapons and 3,000 nuclear weapons carriers which are deployed in 
Western Europe. 


It must be said that in its militaristic preparations the United States has assigned 
a major role to Western Europe. Under flagrant pressure from Washington, the NATO 
countries have agreed to deploy around 600 American medium-range missiles on the 
territory of a number of Western European states. These missiles are equipped with 
nuclear warheads and are capable of reaching objectives located deep in our country. 


At present the United States is steadiiy seeking to broaden the “limits” of the 
North Atlantic bloc: in the south as far as racist South Africa and in the east to 
the Persian Gulf. It has declared almost half the world to be a zone of its "vital 
interests." The United States, commented Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, has created scores 
of military bases with bombers and submarines armed with nuclear and other long- 
range weapons, and these bases stretch like an ominous chain along the frontiers of 
the USSR and our allies from south to north and from east to west. Even according 
to official data, the United States has military bases in over 30 countries. In 
actuality it has stationed its troops on the territory of 114 foreign states. 
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The number of American military bases and installations is enormous, some 2,500! 
Over 500,000 servicemen (one-quarter of its army) have been stationed by the United 
States in various regions of the world, Some 350,000 of them serve the military 
arsenal of NATO in Western Europe. Around 140,000 American soldiers and officers 
have "dug in" in the Far East: in Japan, South Korea, Thailand, Taiwan and the 
Philippines. Some 15,000 men make themselves at home in Latin America. 


The notorious Directive No 59 approved by Washington entails a significant threat 

to the destiny of the world. This directive proclaims a new U.S. nuclear strategy. 
Its essence comes down to making the first "anticipatory" strike against the mili- 
tary installations of the USSR and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth. 
Here the Washington administration has made clumsy attempts to persuade public opin- 
ion that nuclear war “is acceptable," as it can supposedly have a restricted nature. 
Such arguments are aimed at confusing the masses of people and are an outright de- 
ceit, as a nuclear war, if the imperialists start it, cannot be limited to any arti- 
ficial limits. 


In completing the description of material on the first question, it must be re- 
emphasized that imperialism has been and remains the evilest enemy of the peoples 
of the world and the main source of military danger. The more its possibilities of 
ruling over other peoples are curtailed the more avidly it resists this. The most 
aggressive imperialist forces see a method of maintaining their positions in the 
all-out arms race and in the threat of employing force. Headed by the ruling 
circles and the military-industrial complex of the United States, they are fiercely 
attacking detente. "The policy of adventures," said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "com- 
bined with the fact of the stockpiling of weapons of mass destruction by the main 
imperialist powers makes imperialism of today a constant threat to peace throughout 
the world and a threat for the life of many millions of people and for the existence 
of entire peoples." 


2. Maoist China--An Enemy of Social Progress and an Accomplice of Imperialism 


In beginning to describe the material on the second question, the students must be 
reminded that the current rulers of Beijing have long since set out on a path that 
is alien to socialism, they have betrayed the interests of their people and the 
great ideals of communism. The abandonment of internationalist principles by the 
Chinese leaders and the betrayal of Marxism-Leninism have inevitably led them into 
the camp of the active accomplices of the most aggressive imperialist forces. China 
has become an outright partner of imperialism in robbery, in fighting against social- 
ism, the national liberation movement and the cause of peace and detente and has be- 
come the most zealous executor of the aspirations of the international reaction and 
its shock detachment. 


In endeavoring to achieve world domination, the Maoists in every possible way praise 
war and call it a “normal phenomenon" and “the continuation of peace." The idea 
that a new world war is not only inevitable but also useful has been voiced by the 
Chinese leaders in public speeches and in the press. For example, in the article 
"Raise Vigilance and Prepare to Fight," the Chinese minister of defense wrote: 

"A new world war can only be put off but it cannot be avoided." 


The wagering of Beijing on a new world war reflects its far-reaching goals. In it 
the Maoists see the shortest path to the establishing of Chinese hegemony over the 
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entire world. In order to achieve this, they are ready to toss all mankind into the 
crucible of thermonuclear war. "If one-half of mankind is destroyed, there still 
remains another half...," cynically stated Mao Zedong in estimating the possible 
losses in a future war. 


But these are not merely words. All the Chinese foreign and domestic policy pres- 
ently serves the preparations for a war. To thwart international detente, to in- 
tensify tension, to increase the arms race and force mankind toward world war--these 
are the perfidious plans of the Maoists. For the sake of carrying out its demented 
ideas, Beijing has been actively against the peace-loving foreign policy of the USSR 
and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth, it has publicized its hos- 
tility for the USSR in every possible way, it has urged a strengthening of military 
preparations by the United States and its NATO partners and has argued for a "anti- 
Soviet alliance" which would include the United States, Western Europe, Japan and 
China. The Chinese leadership has declared the USSR to be its main enemy. 


A serious threat to peace is also found in the extravagant territorial claims made 
by the Beijing leaders on neighboring countries. Even in 1954, a Chinese textbook 
for secondary schools contained a map of "lost Chinese lands" which included Viet- 
nam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Burma, Malaysia, Nepal, Bhutan, certain regions of 
India, Japan and the Soviet Union. The territories of neighboring nations which 
Beijing would now like to obtain would mean several million square kilometers, sig- 
nificantly more than the territory of China itself. This is the scale of the ex- 
pansionistic appetites of the Maoists! 


The Beijing leaders have long since shown that with criminal agility they can throw 
themselves into various sorts of armed advantures. Thus, in February 1979, they 
initiated an aggressive war against socialist Vietnam. These bandit actions by 
Beijing evoked indignation among the entire progressive community of the world. The 
Chinese invasion of Vietnam, as is known, ended with an infamous defeat. However, 
the Beijing leaders have not drawn the proper lessons for themselves. The reaction- 
ary plans and the aggressive mood of the Maoist leaders of China as before remain 
strong. 


In endeavoring to convince the people and servicemen of their country of the need 
for increased preparations for war, the Beijing upper clique has continued to fan 
anti-Soviet hysteria. As a pretext for this, the events in Iran, Afghanistan and 
Kampuchea have been used. Maoist propaganda has asserted that the Soviet Union pur- 
portedly "threatens" the Chinese and is endeavoring to “encircle” and even “swallow 
up" China. At the same time the Beijing leadership has not ceased advancing terri- 
torial claims on our nation. It has intensely held forth about the tens of thous- 
ands of square kilometers of "disputed regions" which should supposedly be "return- 
ed" to China. However, Beijing cannot give any convincing arguments in substantia- 
tion of its absurd claims. 


It must be pointed out that with the aid of anti-Soviet propaganda, the Chinese 
leaders are endeavoring to distract public opinion from their own infamous conspir- 
acy with the most aggressive forces of imperialism and international reaction in 

the struggle against the national liberation movement in Iran, Afghanistan and other 
countries. Beijing speaks loudly about the “support for the revolutionary struggle 
of the Third World peoples," but in fact, along with the American military, has en- 
deavored to undermine the revolutionary victories of the Afghan people and overthrow 
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the Afghan government. China has continued to argue intensely in favor of increas- 
ing the U.S. military presence in the Indian Ocean, including in the region of the 
Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf, This creates a threat to the security of the 
nations in this region, 


In fanning the hackneyed myth about the “Soviet military threat," Beijing at the 
same moment recommends that ite American friends not overestimate the Soviet forces, 
The United States, supposedly, has nothing to fear from the Soviet Union and “before 
it has increased ite military potential by many-fold" a war must be started immedi- 
ately with it. Ase for the Chinese side, in the interests of “joint operations” it 
will assume responsibility for “creating a threat" in the East. 





Recently the new, ominous aggressive military-political alliance consisting of the 
United States, China and Japan has assumed ever-clearer outlines. The brunt of this 
alliance is directed against the USSR, Vietnam and the other independent states of 
Asia. The times are long past when Washington officials, without even investigating 
the actual essence of Beijing policy, styled it the “avowed enemy." At present, in 
the opinion of the U.S. President J. Carter, China is a “great friend" of the Ameri- 
cans. 


It must be said that the visit to China in January 1980 by the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense H. Brown contributed significantly to the development of the American- 
Chinese partnership. As a result of the visit, the United States threw open the 
doors of ite military arsenals to Beijing. In light of this it becomes apparent 
just how dangerous for the peoples of the world are the alliance of China with U.S. 
imperialism and the aggressive aims of the Beijing warmongers. The screen of 
“peacefulness” poorly conceals the perfidious plane of the Beijing rulers. These 
include: to win world domination, to endeavor to set one state against the other, 
to suppress the national liberation sovement along with international imperialism, 
to blackmail the countries defending their independence and freedom and to impose 
their will on then. 


China at present is firmly established among the most reactionary forces of the 
modern world. “Recently,” said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "things have reached the 
point of the outright siding of the PRC leadership with the representatives of the 
extreme reaction such as the Chilean junta and the leaders of the right wing of the 
imperialist bourgeoisie in England, the FRG, the United States and other countries. 
These deeds better than any words show up the true appearance of Beijing policy.” 
The alliance of the militaristic and hegemonistic course of the Chinese leadership 
vith imperialism was also expressed in the cynical formula of Deng Xiaoping to turn 
China into the 16th member of NATO. 


In completing the description of material on the second question, it must be re- 
emphasized that on the international scene Beijing has acted zealously against the 
forces of democracy, peace and social progress. Its actions are directed primarily 
against the Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth. 

The Chinese leaders have ca'led for a further strengthening of the aggressive NATO 
bloc. They are in favor of increasing the U.S. military presence in the Mediterr in- 
ean, the Indian Ocean and on Cuba, and are against reducing troops and weapons in 
Western Europe. They also support the territorial claims of the West German and 
other revanchists. The Chinese leaders have opposed a peaceful settlement for the 
disputed questions in Africa and the Near East and in every possible way have aided 
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the imperialists in imatigating conflicts in these regions. They have opposed any 
peaceful proposals of the USSR and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth 
aimed at deepening and maintaining a lessening of international tension and preserv- 
ing peace throughout the world, All of thie characterizes the hegemonistic course 
of Beijing ae an extremely dangerous phenomenon in world policy, and leads to the 
conclusion that Maoist China ie a serious center of aggression and provocations and 
is a direct accomplice of imperialian. 


The peoples of the world are closely following the intrigues of both the Washington 
and Beijing strategists. The USSR and the fraternal socialist countries stand ase a 
powerful, insurmountable barrier on the path of the imperialist warmongers and their 
Maoist supporters. The socialist countries possess everything necessary for thwart- 
ing the ominous plans of the international reaction. As was pointed out at the 
June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, the aggressive imperialist circles 
are endeavoring to put pressure on the Soviet Union and on the positions of social- 
iem as a whole. But their actions in this area have immediately begun to misefire. 
To a decisive degree this is related to the fact that the economic potential and 
defense might of the Soviet nation have risen immeasurably and the sociopolitical 
and ideological unity of our society has become even stronger. 


3. To Be Vigilant and Ready to Thwart the Aggi essive Plans of Imperialiem and Its 
Confederates 


In beginning to give the material on the third question, it is essential to draw 
the attention of the students to the Decree of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU 
Central Committee “On the International Situation and Foreign Policy of the Soviet 
Union.” It states that the intrigues of imperialiem and the other enemies of peace 
require constant vigilance and the greatest possible strengthening of our nation's 
defense capability in order to thwart the plans of imperialism to achieve military 
superiority and dictate to the world. 


Vigilance is one of the most important moral and political qualities of the Soviet 
people. High vigilance is particularly essential for the men of the Armed Forces 
who must defend the peaceful labor of their people and the victories of socialisn. 
At its basis lie ideological conviction of the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and 
petty officers, their love for the socialist motherland and a profound understanding 
of their patriotic and international duty. For a serviceman to be vigilant means 
to be able to correctly understand the complex international situation, to promptly 
spot and neutralize the aggressive plans of our class enemies, to strictly keep 
military and state secrets, in an exemplary manner to carry out the tasks of mili- 
tary service, particularly on alert duty, in standing guard duty and watches and on 
daily detail and to fight constantly for further raising the combat readiness of 
one's subunit, unit, ship and the Armed Forces as a whole. 


it is essential to explain well to the students that vigilance is primarily constant 
combat readiness. “The Soviet Armed Forces as a whole," pointed out Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, “each formation, each troop unit should be constantly in a state of readi- 
ness which would exclude the slightest opportunity for the aggressor to catch us 
unaware.... The combat readiness of the troops is a concentrated expression of the 
enormous efforts and material expenditures of the people on equipping the army, the 
avareness, combat «skills and discipline of all the servicemen, the art of command 
personnel for troop control and much else. This, ultimately, is the apex of the 
military mastery of the troops in peacetime and the key to victory in war.” 
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Combat readiness places exceptionally high demands on each soldier, sailor, ser- 
geant and petty officer, Each defender of the motherland must be profoundly aware 
of Lenin's imperative of studying military affairs properly. For the serviceman 
these words mean that he should master the military equipment and weapons assigned 
to him, be able to use them in combat, know the tactical procedures and methods for 
conducting combat operations and prepare steadily for combating 4 strong, techni- 
cally equipped enemy. 


In our days the Soviet military controls complex combat vehicles, missiles complexes 
and electronic systems, they command nuclear subs and supersonic aircraft. In order 
to become a good specialist and to master one's obligations a soldier, sailor, 
sergeant and petty officer has much painstaking work to do. "Constant high combat 
readiness,” commented the member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and 
USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SUD. F. Ustinov, “is achieved by persistent military 
service and depends largely upon the efforts of each soldier and upon the level of 
the field, air and sea skills of the troops and naval forces." 





The combat readiness of a subunit, unit or ship is formed out of large and small 
military actions and is continuously improved in daily exercises and in intense 
drills, cruises and flights. And it is important that each day of combat training 
and service brings maximum results. 


One of the basic conditions for high combat readiness is strong military discipline, 
organization, strict proper order in the subunit, unit and on the ship. As is 
known, Soviet military discipline is based upon not fear of punishment and coercion 
but rather on the high political awareness of the men, their wholehearted loyalty 
to the motherland and their devotion to service duty. The party teaches that com- 
munist ideological conviction is a composite of knowledge, conviction and practical 
action. The indicator of the ideological loyalty of a soldier and of his activist 
position in life is outstanding training and service, flawless efficiency and dis- 
cipline and active participation in social life. 


The creative activeness of the personnel and the desire of the soldiers and sailors 
to achieve high results in combat training and in carrying out service duties are 
best developed in the process of the socialist competition. The competition is an 
important factor in further raising the combat readiness of the troops and naval 
forces and contributes to improving the military skills of the servicemen and to de- 
veloping in them a creative zeal, initiative and tenacity in carrying out the set 
missions. The ardent desire in the course of healthy rivalry with one's comrades in 
arms to move constantly forward and steadily achieve more makes it possible for the 
soldiers and sailors, the sergeants and petty officers day after day to strengthen 
discipline and organization in the subunit, unit and on the ship and to continuously 
improve their knowledge and skills, their moral-political and combat qualities. 


The past training year was a new step ahead in further improving the quality of 
training for the troops and naval forces. The field, air and sea skills of the 
personnel rose, the mastery of military equipment and weapons was improved and mili- 
tary discipline grew stronger. It is wise to tell the students how the men of the 
given subunit, unit or ship fulfilled their socialist obligations, to name the out- 
standing men in military and political training and the best skilled specialists 

and recall the tasks of the personnel in the new training year. It is essential to 
urge the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers from the first days of the 
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new training year to take an active part in the socialist competition and make every 
effort to properly celebrate the historic event in the life of our country, the 26th 
CPSU Congress. 


In completing the exposition of material on the subject, it is essential to point 
out that the Soviet military with honor and dignity are carrying out their high con- 
stitutional duty to the people, that is, to reliably defend the socialist fatherland 
and to be in constant combat readiness which would guarantee an immediate rebuff to 
any ageressor. United close around the Communist Party and the Soviet government 
and in a single formation with the men of the fraternal armies, they are dependably 
protecting the sacred frontiers of our mothe.ieod and the countries of the socialist 
commonwealth and are vigilantly guarding the peace and security of their peoples. 


Under the conditions of an international situation which has been aggravated by im- 
perialism and with the increased military preparations in the NATO countries the 
brunt of which is aimed against the USSR and the fraternal socialist countries as 
well as against the national liberation and democratic movements, the Soviet mili- 
tary even more steadfastly are improving their military skills, they are strengthen- 
ing organization and discipline and in every possible way raising combat readiness. 
At present, when a new training year is starting in the units and on the ships, 

the efforts of the personnel are focused on the effective carrying out of the combat 
training plans and programs and the socialist obligations in the competition to 
properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 


In the course of independent work by the students it is recommended that they read 
excerpts from the works of V. [. Leain “Imperialism as the Higher Stage of Capital- 
ism” (PSS, Vol 27, pp 387-388, 420-424), “War and Revolution” (PSS, Vol 32, pp 77- 
79), from the report of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev “Report of the CPSU Central Committee 
and the Next Tasks of the Party in the Area of Domestic and Foreign Policy" 
("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 5-34, 75-76, 
83) and to study the Decree of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee 
"On the International Situation and the Foreign Policy of the Soviet Union" (PRAVDA, 
24 June 1980) and the speech of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the ceremony in Alma-Ata 
devoted to the 60th anniversary of Kazakhstan and the Kazakh Communist Party (PRAVDA, 
30 August 1980). 


In the evening it is advisable to organize the showing of the documentary news films 
"History Passes Sentence," “Ordinary Fascism,” “The Path of Anerica,” "Made in 
America,” and the film strips “Imperialism--The Source of Wars,” “Militarism--The 
Inevitable Accomplice of Capitalism” and "The Face of the American Aggressor and 
Policemen.” 


In the preparations for and in the course of the exercises it is advisable to use 

sheet 5 of the visual aid "XXV S"yezd KPSS ob Ukreplenii Oborony Strany" [The 25th 
CPSU Congress on the Strengthening of National Defense) (Voyenizdat, 1976) as well 
as sheets 6-8 of the visual aid “Dva Mira--Dve Sistemy" [Two Worlds--Two Systems] 

(Voyenizdat, 1977). 


In the seminar exercise (in the talk) the following questions can be discussed: 

1. Imperialism-the source of war, the enemy of peace, democracy and social progress. 
2. Maoist China in the service of the imperialist reaction. 3. The struggle of the 
Communist Party and the Soviet state to prevent world war and for a lessening of 
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international tension, 4. High vigilance and combat readiness of the men of the 
Army and Navy==the most important factor for restraining the forces of imperialiem 


and 


reaction. 5. The taske of the personnel to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU 


Congress. 
Literature for Propagandiatea 


1. 


4. 


5. 


10. 


Li. 


V. I, Lenin, “Imperialiem as the Higher Stage of Capitaliem,” PSS, Vol 27, pp 
303-308, 365-388, 420-424, 


V. I. Lenin, "War and Revolution,” PSS, Vol 32, pp 77-79. 

"Programma KPSS" (CPSU Program,, Politiedat, 1976, pp 110-112. 

L. 1. Breshnev, “Report of the CPSU Central Committee and the Next Taske of the 
Party in the Area of Domestic and Foreign Policy,” "Materialy XXV S"yesda KPss" 
[Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress), pp 5-34, 75-76, 83. 

"Decree of the Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee of 2) June 1980 ‘On the 
International Situation and the Foreign Policy of the Soviet Union',” PRAVDA, 
24 June 1980. 


"Decree of the CPSU Central Committee ‘On the Socialist Competition to Properly 
Celebrat. the 26th CPSU Congrees',"” PRAVDA, 27 July 1980. 


L. Il. Brezhnev, “Speech at the Ceremony in Alma-Ata Devoted to the 60th Anni- 
versary of Kazakhetan and the Kazakh Communist Party," PRAVDA, 30 August 1980. 


"Materials of the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee," PRAVDA, 
22 October 1980, 


"Materials of the Fourth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Tenth Sitting,” 
PRAVDA, 23 and 24 October 1980. 


D. F. Ustinov, "60 Let na Strazhe Zavoyevaniy Velikogo Oktyabrya” [Sixty Years 
on Guard for the Victories of Great October], Politizdat, 1978. 


"Materials of the Conference of Army and Navy Ideological Workers," KRASNAYA 
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FIELD TRAINING CRITICISM FOLLOW-UP REPORT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to press 
5 Nov 80 p 96 


(Unattributed follow-up] 


{Text} The editorial "To Constantly Raise Field Skills" published in issue No 17 
of the journal for this year criticized the troop unit where Maj V. Davydov is the 
political worker for shortcomings in the organization of combat training in certain 
of its subunits. 


The first deputy chief of the Political Directorate of the Red Banner Transcaucasian 
Military District has informed the editors that the article was discussed with the 
leadership in the formation's political section, at a session of the party committee 
as well as with the battalion commanders and the service chiefs of the unit. The 
unit commander was held responsible to the party for omissions in the leadership of 
combat training and for poor organizational work in the training of class special- 
ists. The formation's political section heard a report by the party committee sec- 
retary on the work of the party organization to eliminate the shortcomings pointed 
out in the article in the training and indoctrination of the personnel. The forma- 
tion and unit have outlined and are implementing specific measures to improve the 
quality of field and mountain skills of the tank troops, to strengthen the effec- 
tiveness of party political work and to raise the personal responsibility of the 
commanders, political workers, communists and Komsomol members for successfully car- 
rying out the training plans and programs and the socialist obligations assumed in 
honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. 


At inspection exercises conducted in the concluding stage of the training year, the 
tank troops from the unit criticized in the journal demonstrated good results in 
firing and driving the combat vehicles and in field skills. 

COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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STRATEGIC ROCKET FORCES 


TOLUBKO ON TASKS AND RESULTS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to press 
5 Nov 80 pp 16-23 


{Article by Arm Gen V. Tolubko, commander-in-chief of the Strategic Missile Forces 
and USSR deputy minister of defense: “High Vigilance, Constant Combat Readiness") 


{Text) The Soviet nation is preparing for the 26th CPSU Congress. Active and in- 
tense work is growing everywhere to properly celebrate this noteworthy event. The 
high party forum will sum up the results of the struggle of the Soviet people to 
fulfill the Tenth Five-Year Plan and will open up new magnificent prospects for the 
socioeconomic and political development of the Soviet state in the next stage of 
communist construction. 


The decisions of the June and October (1980) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, 
the speeches at them by the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, the 
Chairman of the Presidium of the USSE Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and the 
materials of the Fourth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Tenth Sitting, have 
caused an enormous upsurge in the Soviet military and a patriotic desire to greet 
the 26th CPSU Congress with new successes in combat training ayi service. They have 
unanimously approved the domestic and foreign policy of the Communist Party and are 
fully determined to devote all their forces to the cause of defending the historic 
victories of socialism. 


With all their heart the men of the Army and Navy have welcomed the instructions of 
the June Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee on the necessity of high vigilance 
and the strengthening of the defense capability of the Soviet state under the condi- 
tions of the exacerbation of the present international situation and the strengthen- 
ing of aggressive trends in the policy of the ruling circles of the imperialist 
states. "On the world scene," said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in a speech at the cele- 
brating of the 60th anniversary of Soviet Kazakhstan, "a political struggle is being 
carried out between the forces acting for peace, the respect of the rights of peo- 
ples and a lessening of tension and the forces of suppression, militarism and ag- 
gression." 


The U.S. ruling circles, in ignoring the historic changes and the new balance of 
forces in the world, are endeavoring to put an end to detente and no matter what the 
cost achieve military-strategic superiority over the Soviet Union. They are endeav- 
oring to restore by force the positions of imperialism which have been seriously 
shaken in recent times. In taking cover behind the patently false thesis of the 
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"Soviet military threat,” they are intensely increasing the arma race a new notch 
and are undertaking provocations againat the socialist and other peace-loving 
states. 


The United States is rapidly developing new types of strategic nuclear missiles, 
There is a serious danger in the provocative decision to deploy American medium- 
range missile systems and cruise missiles in Europe. This is being done under the 
pretext of modernized systems but they in fact are newly created. 


President Carter signed the notorious Directive No 59 wh’ |. orients U.S. military 
doctrine toward a so-called “limited war" by making surprise nuclear missile strikes 
against military objectives on Soviet territory and in the other countries of the 
socialist commonwealth. This means that the policy of a strengthening of the real 
threat of a world-wide nuclear conflict has become the official line for the leader- 
ship of the main imperialist country. 


The peace-endanger ing military political partnership is growing between American 
imperialism and Seijing hegemonism. Direct collaboration between Beijing and the 
Most reactionary, aggressive forces in the struggle against the socialist nations 
and the liberation movement of peoples has become a fact. The present international 
situation has reemphasized the timeliness of Lenin's advice that: “It must be re- 
membered that the entire capitalist world is armed from head to foot and is waiting 
for the proper moment in selecting the best strategic conditions and studying the 
methods of attack.” Under present-day conditions the responsibility of the person- 
nel of the Soviet Armed Forces has immeasurably grown for ensuring the security of 
the motherland and the victories of socialism. The demands on the vigilance and 
combat readiness of the troops have risen. 


Due to the constant concern of the Communist Party and the Soviet government, during 
the time which has passed since the 25th CPSU Congress, the combat readiness of the 
Soviet Armed Forces has risen to a new height. The technical equipping of the 
troops has been improved, their organizational structure has been perfected, the 
combat skills of the personnel have risen, and the methods of maintaining high com- 
bat readiness of the formations and units, the combat control of the troops, the 
methods of instruction and troop indoctrination have become more dependable. 


In carrying out the demands of the party Central Committee and the USSR minister of 
defense, along with the other armed services, the Strategic Rocket Forces have 
taken a new step ahead. They have been entrusted with a particular responsibility 
for the constant combat readiness of the strategic weapons of the motherland to re- 
pel a surprise attack by the imperialist aggressors and their supporters. On the 
basis of the broad use of the achievements of Soviet science and technology, their 
combat capabilities are constantly growing. New heights have been taken in improv- 
ing the combat and technical skills of the men, the level and quality of standing 
combat duty have risen as well as the readiness of the units and subunits to pre- 
cisely and unfailingly carry out che set missicis under any conditions. 


In the troops scientific forms and methods of work are being widely introduced into 
practice based on implementing the principles of a comprehensive approach to solving 
the training and indoctrinational tasks. The most convincing indicator of the 
growing skills of the personnel and the combat readiness of the troops is the con- 
tinuous rise in the number of outstanding units and subunits, outstanding men in 
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training, clase specialists and masters of military affairs. An absolute majority 
of the practice missile iaunches hae been carried out with an evaluation of “excel- 
lent. 


But no matter how high the achieved results may be, the party teaches ue co view 
them as the basis for the winning of new heights. In carrying out the decisions of 
the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, the military council of the 
Rocket Forces, the commanders, the staffs, the political bodies and the party and 
Komsomol organizations are focusing their efforts on more profoundly analyzing the 
acquired experience in carrying out the demands of the 25th Party Congress on the 
Soviet Armed Forces, in carefully preserving and reinforcing all that is positive 
and concentrating attention on the search for new reserves to further increase the 
vigilance and combat readiness of the troops. 


There are reserves and many of them. We are well aware that to properly celebrate 
the next party congress means to make every effort to raise the organization, dis- 
cipline and combat skills of the personnel, to instill in the men the highest re- 
sponsibility, a constant readiness for combat mobilization, and a maximally con- 
scientious attitude toward carrying out one's duty in the defense of the motherland 
and one's service duties. 


Particular attention must be given to the questions of ensuring a high quality of 
standing alert duty. For the missile troops alert duty is the highest form of con- 
stant combat readiness for the troop and headquarters elements. It is rightly 
termed the carrying out of a combat mission of particular state importance. 


At present the demands made on the combat readiness of the troops and on alert duty 
have increased immeacurably. "Combat readiness," emphasized the member of the 
Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee, the USSR Minister of Defense Mar SU D. F. 
Ustinov, “is a fusion of the technical equipping of the troops, their military 
skills, the moral-political, psychological and physical conditioning, the organiza- 
tion and readiness of each Soviet soldier to carry out a feat for the sake of ful- 
filling his military duty to the motherland.” Such a fusion does not come about 
automatically. It is achieved by a maximum stress on the moral and physical forces 
of the troops, by the complete dedication of the professional and organizational 
capacities of the commanders and political workers and by a high level of leadership 
and control over all aspects of the life and activities of the troops. 


Alert duty is stood excellently by the crews of the subunit where Officer V. Krupin 
is the commander. This is primarily the result of the high and all-round training 
of the personnel, their finely honed combat mastery and a constant desire to carry 
out the combat mission of particular importance. The commander and the political 
worker of the subunit are constantly concerned for maintaining in the men a feeling 
of being on the forward edge and the highest vigilance and personal responsibility 
for the flawless execution of their professional obligations. They work for high 
organization of all elements in the service of the personnel, maximum efficiency, 
cohesiveness and clarity in the actions of the men, and the scrupulous efficiency 
of each of them. In this subunit everything is permeated by one desire, that is, 
not to remain at the achieved level, to constantly improve one's knowledge and 
skills, and not to permit the slightest deviations from the established procedures. 
The party political work is also directed at this, being conducted constantly dur- 
ing the entire period of standing alert duty. All the communists and Komsomo! 


45 








activists take an active part in it. Primary significance is given to instilling 
in the men a love for the motherland, a readiness to defend it courageously and 
steadfastly and to raising their responsibility and readiness at any moment to come 
to the aid of a comrade in the course of carrying out a combat mission. 


The success of the subunit to a significant degree has been aided by the fact that 
Officer Krupin himself is a highly qualified specialist. We is always efficient, 
authoritative and maximally demanding in assessing the achieved level. He sets a 
personal example of a responsible and conscientious attitude toward performing his 
duties. But probably the most important component in the work style of communist 
Krupin is the ability to create in his subordinate collective an atmosphere of mu- 
tual trust, military comradeship, the ability to work in the collective and along 
with the collective to successfully carry out the most important questions of combat 
readiness, improving military skills and strengthening military discipline. In him 
all of this is combined with daily concern for the men, for organizing their every- 
day life, rest and cultured leisure. 


The vigilance and combat readiness of the rocket forces are inseparably linked with 
the skillful operation and maintaining of the weapons and equipment in a state of 
constant readiness for combat employment. Due to the concern of the Communist Party 
and the Soviet government, these are becoming evermore advanced and in the able 
hands of the men serve as a dependable guarantee for the peaceful labor of our 
people. In vain the rulers of Washington amuse themselves with illusory hopes of 
achieving military and technical superiority over the Soviet Union. The Soviet 
Armed Forces and the fraternal armies of the socialist states in the Warsaw Pact 
possess and will always possess all types of weapons which meet the highest demands 
in the development of modern military affairs. This was convincingly demonstrated 
at the exercise “Bratstvo po Oruzhiyu-80" [Fraternity in Arms 80] held in September 
of the current year. 


The rocket forces are confronted with the most important task of constantly improv- 
ing their technical knowledge and skills and learning to utilize the combat proper- 
ties and capabilities of the weapons and technical systems with maximum complete- 
ness. Here lie great reserves for further raising the combat readiness of the 
troops. The main thing is to struggle constantly for flawless combat mastery and 
for high technical skills of the personnel. 


The technical skills of a rocketman are primarily an excellent knowledge of the 
assigned complex military equipment and the able mastery of it. At the same time 
this also entails a profound understanding by each man of the roll of his techni- 
cal mastery in carrying out the missions confronting the Armed Forces. This also 
means love and respect for his weapons and confidence in their high combat quali- 
ties. This is an aware desire to carefully protect the combat equipment into which 
so much materiel and labor have been invested by the Soviet people who are vitally 
interested in strengthening the defense might of our motherland. 


The rocket troops are successfully carrying out the task of mastering the first- 
rate weapons and military equipment entrusted to them by the party and the Soviet 
people. This is largely aided by the growing organizational level of the youth. 

At present virtually all the rocket troops have a secondary and higher education. 
But they are aware that this is only a prerequisite for success in training and 
service. For achieving the true heights of military mastery, there must be constant 
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and tenacious labor, high moral-combat and psychological qualities and a maximum 
dedication of forces and energy in the process of combat and political training. 
Thie is why the rocket troops sacredly remain loyal to the legacy of V. I. Lenin of 
studying military affairs properly. They are steadfastly improving their military 
mastery and are continuously raising their political and professional knowledge and 
skills. 


This has been greatly aided by the modern training facilities created in the forces 
and these are, in essence, laboratory complexes with training missiles, control 
panels, units, automated stands and electronic systems. 


An important means for raising the combat mastery and technical level of the missile 
troops has been the concrete and specific propagandizing of military technical know- 
ledge among all categories of the personnel. The troops regularly hold technical 
conferences, universities and lectures series on various areas in the development 

of modern military equipment and technical circles in the various specialties are 
widespread, while advanced experience in mastering combat and technical skills is 
actively disseminated. 


One must also point to such an important factor in raising combat and technical 
skills of the personnel as the constant growth of the pedagogical mastery of the 
commanders and political workers and their ability to correctly assess the real 
achievements and shortcomings in the training and indoctrination of their subordin- 
ates. Competence, loyalty to party principles and the objectivity of a leader in 
assessing the labor, moral-political and combat qualities of each man, the true 
state of affairs in the subunit or unit, and his ability to detect and put unutil- 
ized reserves and opportunities into the service of combat readiness--this is the 
most important indicator of his maturity as a commander and indoctrinator and a 
necessary means for raising the effectiveness and quality of all work. 


The rocket forces possess ideologically tempered and excellently trained commanders, 
political workers and engineering and technical specialists who are capable of en- 
suring a high quality of the training and indoctrinational process. Inherent to 
them is profound ideological conviction, boundless loyalty to the party cause and 

an awareness of personal responsibility for the assigned job. More than 70 percent 
of them have a higher education and virtually all a class rating. Officers V. 
Tonkikh, I. Vasik and V. Biryukov have merited authority in the troops. They are 
true masters in organizing the training and indoctrination of the personnel. 


in raising the effectiveness and quality of combat and technical training for the 
personnel, Like all other aspects of the life and service of the troops, a great 
deal depends upon the daily organizational activities of all levels of staffs. Life 
at present has sharply posed such questions as the careful attitude and maximum use 
of each minute of time, supervision and inspection of the execution of decisions 
taken, the search for ways to improve the structure and intensify the training and 
indoctrinational process, the overcoming of oversimplification and convention, the 
high organization of troop service and the maintaining of strictest established pro- 
cedures. Here a great deal depends upon the planned, efficient and creative wor} 

of the headquarters bodies and the staffs and their ability to show tenacity, to 
organize the close work of specialists and utilize the capabilities of each of them 
with maximum benefit for the cause. 
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Among the components of high vigilance and combat readiness of the Rocket Forces 
the flawless military discipline of the personnel is a determining factor, In car- 
crying out the demands of the party Central Committee the USSR minister of defense 
and the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy, the commanders, 
staffs, the political bodies and the party and Komsomol organizations of the Rocket 
Forces have carried out great work in indoctrinating the personnel in a spirit of 
high military discipline. But much remains to be done. Unfortunately, it is not 
always considered that the present stage in the development of military affiars 
constantly increases the demands on the discipline of the rocket troops, it broad- 
ens the depth and scale of its significance and places a substantial imprint on the 
specific forms of the conduct of the men. The conditions and particular features 
of service in the Rocket Forces demand from each man strict self-discipline, the 
capacity for constant moral and volitional self-control, a readiness to show un- 
bending tenacity, courage, heroism in carrying out the combat mission. 


The main path to achieving such a level of military discipline is seen by us in the 
indoctrination of ideologically convinced soldiers who are totally loyal to the 
party and the ideals of communism, who are ardent patriots and internationalists 
and are completely loyal to the oath, military duty and military traditions. We 
see to it that the forms and methods of indoctrinational and organizational work 

in the area of strengthening military discipline constantly correspond to the in- 
creasing demands on the discipline of the personnel and are highly effective. 


We give particular significance to the unswerving fulfillment of the requirements 
of the oath, the military regulations, orders, instructions and manuals which regu- 
late the life and service of the troops. Here we assign an important role to the 
further solidarity of the military collectives and to creating a healthy moral 
atmosphere in them. 


The concepts of “discipline” and "collectivism" at present are particularly close. 
We are constantly convinced of this in practice. A missile is a coilective weapon. 
The control of such a weapon requires the full moral and psychological unity of the 
military collective and the ability of each man to fully subordinate his actions to 
the single pace of work carried out by the combat crew, the subunit and the units 
and to the interests of achieving the overall success. The importance of teamwork 
and the monolithic solidarity of the collectives in the rocket units and subunits 
is constantly growing in keeping with the development of combat equipment and the 
shortening of the time for bringing it into a state of readiness for combat use. 


Experience has shown that a high level of collectivism among the rocket forces is 
achieved as a result of the constant daily work of the command’ political work- 
ers, the staffs, the party activists, the regular and non-T/. » odists to in- 
troduce into the life of the men proper relationships, high s.uaad) is of true com- 
radeship and mutual responsibility for the maintaining of the conscant combat readi- 
ness of the troops and the flawless standing of alert duty. Here an important role 
is played by the strengthening of the authority of the solely-responsible commanders 
and by their ability to study the men, to conduct individual work with them, to re- 
ly on the party and Komsomol organizations in their activities, to constantly keep 

a finger on the pulse of the inner life of the collective and to promptly consider 
and direct its public opinion. 














Also of great significance for us is the recruitment and placement of the men in the 
subunits and combat crews on the basis of their individual traits and considering 
the real interpersonal relationships in the troop collective. Life convinces us 
that only as a result of the constant and effective work by the commander and 
political worker, in close unity with the efforts of the party and Komsomol aktiv, 
does the collective of a subunit or unit develop into a monolithic force and become 
an effective factor in indoctrination, in strengthening military discipline and 
raising the vigilance and combat readiness of the troops. 


The socialist competition is a powerful means for mobilizing the men to successfully 
carry out the set missions. During the noteworthy times of the preparations for the 
26th CPSU Congress its present motto "To Sacredly Carry Out Lenin's Legacy, to Im- 
prove Military and Political Training, to Increase Vigilance and to Always be Ready 
to Defend the Motherland and the Great Victories of Socialism" has assumed a new 
content. In response to the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On the Socialist 
Competition to Properly Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress," the rocket troops have 
set increased socialist obligations. This was a manifestation of their creative 
initiative and the desire to reach new, higher goals in military service and ensure 
high combat readiness of the troops. 


The new patriotic initiatives of the men have become a characteristic feature of the 
competition in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. The movement of the Komsomol mem- 
bers for the right to sign the report of the Komsomol Central Committee to the party 
congress and the initiatives under the motto "Not One Laggard Nearby," "Today the 
Level of an Outstanding Man, Tomorrow the Level of an Outstanding Collective," "From 
a Master in the Crew to a Crew of Masters" and others have spread widely among our 
missile troops. An important indoctrinational and mobilizing role has also been 
played by the competition for the observance of the moral and ethical standards of 
conduct and the movement to turn the missile garrisons into camps of exemplary order 
and high culture. 


A positive role has also been played by the unified, thoroughly based and practical- 
ly tested method which has been introduced into the troops for summing up the re- 
sults and setting the tasks in the course of the socialist competition. As a result 
there has been less of a subjective approach in assessing the quality of standing 
alert duty in performing repairs and maintaining the equipment and in judging the 
achievements and shortcomings in the work and service of each man. The publicity 
and comparing of the results of the competition have been improved. 


With each passing day the competition to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress 
is assuming ever-greater scope and effectiveness among the missile troops. This can 
be shown from the example of the unit where Lt Col M. Kolosov is the commander. The 
unit headed by him has been the initiator of the socialist competition in the Stra- 
tegic Rocket Forces. For 9 years running the unit has firmly kept the title of ex- 
cellent. Here all the men are class specialists. Of them 75 percent are masters of 
military affairs, specialists lst and 2d class, 40 percent of the unit officers have 
the title of master, 60 percent of the subunits and 70 percent of the combat crews 
are excellent. Recently the number of outstanding men in military and political 
training have increased significantly. All of this has been possible due to the 
constant improving of the professional training and pedagogical skills of the offi- 
cers, warrant officers ["praporshchik"], sergeants and all indoctrinators. Here 
there is a constant struggle for a high quality of each exercise, training session 
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and each cycle of alert duty and for improving the entire training and indoctrina- 
tion process. 


The achievements of our pacesetters are made generally known among the personnel, 
Their experience is actively introduced into all the missile units and subunits 

and helps us altogether in moving toward new goals in military service. I would 
particularly like to point out that the positive results have been achieved largely 
due to a greater quality and effectiveness in the political indoctrination conduct- 
ed among the personnel. We are endeavoring to more fully carry out the instruc- 
tions of the 25th CPSU Congress on a comprehensive approach to organizing the en- 
tire question of indoctrination and to carry out the demands of the Decree of the 
CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrina- 
tion" and the recommendations of the conference of the command and political leader- 
ship of the Army and Navy. The concern for raising the indoctrinational role of 
the Soviet Armed Forces has helped the commanders, the political workers and the 
party organizations in steadily increasing the level of ideological-political, 
military and moral indoctrination of the personnel and on this basis in improving 
the entire training and indoctrinational process. 


Our political workers carry out great painstaking work which cannot always be 
noticed from a distance. As an example, I would point to such officers as I. Rykov 
and N. Moskvin. They endeavor to work efficiently providing a constant influence 
on those men and those crews and subunits upon which high combat readiness primarily 
depends. They themselves serve as an example of a responsible attitude toward 

party and service duties, they are constantly improving their knowledge and always 
acquiring new experience. 


Recently greater interest has been shown by all categories of servicemen in a pro- 
found study of the works of the founders of Marxism-Leninism, the decisions of the 
party congresses and the plenums of the CPSU Central Committee and the works of 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and the other leaders of the Communist Party and the Soviet 
state. In ideological indoctrination more attention has begun to be given to show- 
ing the historical advantages of socialism, the essence of the Soviet way of life, 
the achievements of a developed socialist society and to unmasking the ideological 
subversion and aggressive plans and strategems of the ruling circles of imperialism 
and their Beijing henchmen. Work is being done in a more convincing and better 
argued way to explain the class essence of the struggle between the two opposing 
social systems and the necessity for high vigilance and constant combat readiness 
of the troops. 


Everywhere we have succeeded in introducing the holding of united political days 
with the active involvement of all categories of the leadership. The organizing 

of systematic, efficient and aggressive propaganda and agitation among the men on 
alert duty has become a question of particular concern. The basic attention of the 
commanders and the political workers is focused on carrying out concrete and effec- 
tive indoctrination directly in the subunits and at improving the procedures for an 
individual approach to the subordinates and unifying the troop collectives. 


We give important significance to developing the skills of all categories of com- 
manders and political workers in utilizing the indoctrinational factors of military 
service. In the very service of the missile troops there resides a good deal of 
potential for shaping and reinforcing their high moral-political, combat and 
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psychological qualities. For example, alert duty is a true school of indoctrina- 
tion, The situation of high tension and responsibility, the atrict regimentation 
of service at the battle stations, the absence of any simplification or convention 
and awareness of participation in carrying out a combat mission to defend the 
motherland=-all of this tempera the men in ideological and moral=paychologica! 
terms and helps to indoctrinate in them vigilance, high discipline, firm will, 
teamwork and clarity in actions, Many indoctrinational taske are carried out in 
the process of combat training, repairs, guard duty and other types of activities 
for the personnel, This has been particularly apparent during the responsible and 
intense days of preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The tone, a8 should be, is set by the communists. With a feeling of high responsi- 
bility they are carrying out the demand of the CPSU Central Committee. By their 
personal example of conscientious labor and by active organizational and indoctrin- 
ational work they are heading the precongress competition of the personnel and are 
directing their efforts at carrying out the specific missions confronting the unite 
and subunits. Because of this there has been a continuous rise in the role of the 
primary party organizations and groups as the political nucleus of the troop collec- 
tives and as true centers of ideological indoctrination. Their activenesse and mili- 
tancy are rising in mobilizing the personnel to effectively carry out the set mis- 
sions and the socialist obligations assumed in honor of the party corgress. 


At the center of the attention of the report-election party meetings and confer- 
ences being held stand our fundamental questions of ensuring high vigilance and 
combat readiness of the troops, of strengthening military discipline and improving 
the training and indoctrinational process. The communists are carrying out a prin- 
cipled and business-like discussion of the work done by the party organizations and 
their leaders, they are providing an objective evaluation of the achieved results, 
in a principled manner they are disclosing shortcomings and omissions and are 
searching for new reserves to improve the effectiveness and quality of their work. 
A characteristic trait of the present report and election campaign is the high 
level of criticiem and self-criticism by the communists and the increased demands 
placed on each of them for carrying out their party and service duty, their per- 
sonal example in service and everyday life and for the state of affairs in the as- 
signed work area. We see in this the most dependable guarantee for new successes 
in carrying out the great and responsible tasks confronting the Rocket Forces. 


All the thoughts and deeds of the rocket troops are presently subordinate to a 
single goal of properly celebrating the 26th CPSU Congress and pleasing the mother- 
land with new successes in combat training and military service. During these days 
ome can see with particular force the remarkable traits of the moral make-up of our 
men, that is, their firm ideological conviction, wholehearted loyalty to the cause 
of communism, unshakable tenacity and courage and loyalty to the revolutionary and 
military traditions of the party and the people. Closely rallied around their 
Communist Party and its Leninist Central Committee, the missile troops as part of 
the united Soviet Armed Forces are always ready to honorably carry out their patri- 
otic and international duty. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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LOGISTICAL SERVICES AND SPECIAL TROOPS 


CONSTRUCTION TROOPS ACTIVITLES 
In the Tranescaucasus M.D.: Shortcomings 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 23 Aug 80 p 2 
[Article by Eng-Col I. Krupnitekiy: “When Management is Inefficient") 


[Text] Over the past few years military construction workers of the Transcau- 
casus Military District fulfilled their assignments with respect to all the 
basic indices. They neither fell behind nor moved ahead of the others. They 
became known as “middle-grounders." Last year, however, they failed to complete 
for start-up a number of projects and fell short of the assignment by 3.1 per- 
cent. The collective accepted new commitments in 1980 but was unable to begin 
fulfilling them at once. The situation was such that almost one-third of the 
personnel with the construction organizations worked until spring to correct 
defects and substandard work in projects released as completed the year before. 
And then, the situation was such that the plan was increased somewhat for the 
directorate. 


Elimination of the defects resulted in failure to fulfill the plan for the first 
quarter and the first half of 1980. 


What was the cause of this? Primarily the fact that those in charge of the 
district construction directorate have not been efficiently distributing the 
allocated materiais and equipment. This fact is convincingly demonstrated by the 
results of a check recently performed by the USSR People's Control Committee on 
the fulfillment of capital construction plans in the Transcaucasus Military 
District. It was learned that despite a ban on such construction the district 
construction workers continued to build projects not included on the official 
list. Simply stated, they are constructing buildings and installations for which 
neither the labor resources nor the materials and equipment have been provided. 
And this has in turn resulted in a freezing of state funds and to an increase in 
the volume of uncompleted construction work. 


A practice has taken hold in the district, whereby new projects, ordinarily not 
provided with planning estimate documents, are added to the itemized lists 
throughout the year under the guise of altering the financing plans. Due to poor 
organization, even in the middle of this year around 40 percent of the projects 
scheduled for construction did not have all the estimates and blueprints. 


52 











1 should say that the district military construction workers would like very much 
to achieve the goals set for them, to build everything scheduled for conatruction, 
on time. Because of planning outlays, poor organization of the actual construc 
tion work, management deficiencies and poorly established socialiat competition, 
however, the production line in construction is slowing down. 


With construction sites spread over a large area, it is no longer possible 
effectively to direct the construction work without a emoothly funct ioning 
dispatch service and excellent communications--radio telephone and teletype. This 
type of service hardly existe in the district. 


1 recall how the former chief of the construction directorate for the Far East 
Military District, Engineer-Colonel L. 1. Chuyko (now engineer-Lieutenant general), 
organized the dispatching. The chief dispatcher in the district at that time 
was ingineer-Lieutenant Colonel B. Shirokov. He had several assistants handling 
the different areas of construction. Each of them had conetruction plans, 
delivery schedules for materials and equipment and detailed plana for providing 
the construction projects with machinery and specialists. Once a week Leonid 
Ivanovich gathered the dispatches, and together they created a sort of overall 
picture of the joint operations of the teams for the week ahead. All of the 
district construction workers then benefited from this dispatcher's meeting held 
by the directorate chief, because the dispatchers were familiar with the actual 
state of affaires at each site and demanded strict adherence to the job schedules. 


I believe that it would not harm the district military construction workers to 
adopt that practice of the Far East builders. 


At one time the construction directorate of the Transcaucasus Military District 
could monitor the work in progress at the construction sites, but it would be 
simply impossible to do so now without a scientific foundation. The search for 

a way out of the situation resulted in the development of tutelage over those in 
charge of the construction projects on the part of the construction directorate 
chief, the chief engineer and even the deputy district commander for construction 
and billeting, Engineer-Major General V. Zhivoglyadov. The tutelage is not 
producing the desired effect, however. It holds back initiative and leaves litte 
room for originality. Many of the UNR [work supervisor's section] chiefs, 
extremely competent specialists, have become accustomed to wait for instructions 
from above. Reality has lent urgency to the problem of dispatch control over 

the actual] production work and material supply, and this problem must be solved 
without delay. 


Nor has the matter of specialization been totally resolved. General construct ion 
work supervisor's sections erect the buildings and then perform the finishing 
work as well. This is how it actually happens. At the beginning of the year 
military construction workers are hastily taught how to hold a trowel and then 
considered to be fini: hed specialists and required to meet the standards for 
output and quality. There is no such thing as miracles, however. One needs 
good deal of practice to become a real stonemason or fitter. 








| can say with certainty that well organized specialization represents a 
considerable reserve tf the military construction workers of the Transcaucasus. 
it will help to facilitate the flow of the work and consequently, ite quality, 
help to raise the skille level of the personnel and help with a ewitch to twor 
year planning, if only for housing construction in the beginning. The job 
achedules will become operational documents instead of paper with wo importance, 
as is presently the case. I looked at the job schedules at five different 
construction sites, and not one of the schedules reflected the true situation. 


The construction workers can also be criticized for the fact that there is 
essentially not a single brigade operating by the N. Zlobin system in the 
district. They fall apart before they are even organized, since stoppages due to 
a lack of materials, elements and machinery are extremely common here. Further-~ 
more, it is the accepted thing to transfer brigades from one uncompleted project 
to another. We should not forget the fact that every such transfer entails a 
loss of worktime and makes it necessary to compile new documents, without which 

4 contract is not 4 contract. Only after we straighten out matters of production 
management and organization and outfit and supply the projects strictly according 
to the materiale and equipment charts can we talk seriously about setting up self- 
financing, contracting construction teams. 


And now, a few words about supply. Colonel of Technical Service A. Gasparyan, 
Engineer-Lieutenant Colonel Yu. Gerasimov and other chiefs of work supervisor's 
sections, with whom I had a chave to discuss the supply situation for construction 
projects, told me with bitterness that for all practical purposes there is no 
normally functioning supply system here. 


Submit a requisition and then somehow dig up the materials specified, crudely 
speaking, is the established rule with respect to supplies. And for the most 
part this is because the construction workers are still not handling industrial 
and technical acquisitions for the construction projects. And this system is 
being used with success in construction projects of building collectives in the 
Odessa Military District and the Black Sea Fleet. 


We have frequently read and heard the term "finished product” of late. For the 
reinforced concrete products plants the finished products are columns, crosspieces, 
collar beams, blocks and so forth. For the construction workers they are homes, 
buildings for housing cultural and consumer service facilities and buildings for 
military purposes. It would appear to be time to orient the suppliers toward the 
finished product of the construction workers. What good is it for a reinforced 
concrete products plant to fulfill the gross output plan and supply the construc- 
tion projects with extra foundation blocks, for example, while failing to 

deliver the specified amount of roofing tiles. People cannot move into a house 
without a floor or a ceiling. This is why some chiefs of work supervisor's 
departments are forced to maintain their own “personal plant” in case of a break- 
down in the supply of reinforced concrete items. 


District command is well aware of these problems, and we would hope that proper 
steps will be taken to rectify the situation. It is something for the party, 
trade union and Komsomol organizations of the production workers to think about. 





One thing is clear: it will be impossible for the district construction organiza- 
tions to improve their work or make it more effective with the current 

operating practices. This conclusion was confirmed by the results of a recent 
inapection of the performance of military construction workers in the Transcau- 
casus Military District by a commission of the Main Directorate for Military 
Construction under the USSR Ministry of Defense. 


Follow-Up (On Shortcomings Report) 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 31 Oct 80 p 2 


Follow-up report on the article "When Management Is Inefficient") 


[Text] A report with the title "When Management Is Inefficient" by Engineer- 
Colonel I. Krupnitekiy was published in the 23 August iseve. It described major 
deficiencies in the organization of production at construction sites of the 

Red Banner Transcaucasus Military District. 


The editors received a response to the article from Major General V. Gulevich, 
firet deputy chief of the political directorate of the Transcaucasus Military 
District. 


The letter states that the facts described in the report were fully verified. A 
report "On the State of Management and Methods Used in the Management of 
Constructiondn the District" was delivered by Engineer-Major General V. 
Zhidoglyadov in the district military council, with participation by leading 
personnel in the construction directorate and chiefs of work supervisor's sections. 
The military council strictly pointed out to him the inadmissibility of lags by 
construction units in the fulfillment of production assignments and demanded thot 
the shortcomings be corrected within the near future. 


The newspaper article was also discussed at a party meeting in the district 
construction directorate and at a meeting of construction officials. 


Steps are being taken to improve the style and methods of construction superv tion 
and to reinforce the construction projects with skilled personnel. 


Complaint About Sports Program 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 10 Sep 80 p 4 


[Article by Lt Col B. Karpov: “They Burned... Athletic Uniforms--A Letter Plus 
Commentary” | 


[Text]! Many of the soldiers in ay subunit like sports. There are no facilities 
for physical culture activities in the unit, however, nor do we have the 
necessary equipment or uniforms. Some of the soldiers and sergeants, myself 
included, therefore asked our parents to send us athletic gear. it was kept in 
the storeroom, as it is supposed to be, and was only issued to us when we wanted 
to work out. 
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Not long ago, however, the following took place: Captain V. Avdeyev, secretary 
of the party bureau, collected our athletic uniforms, which were drying out after 
our last workout, and burned them. Even the athletic gear which was in the 
soldiers’ personal suitcases at the time was not spared. Everything went into 
the fire. How are we going to engage in sports now? 


Senior Sergeant A. Smirnov 
Secretary of the subunit Komsomol organization 


The incident reported in the letter sounded go absurd and strange that there was 
great doubt as to ite authenticity. Unfortunately, however, we learned that 
everything occurred just as A. Smirnov described it. The personal athletic 
uniforms of the soldiers were confiscated and burned by Captain V. Avdeyev and 
Warrant Officer Gorbachev, with the approval of Engineer-Colonel A. Babich. 

They explained that it was done for “sanitary” purposes. “We wanted to put the 
barracks in order,” is how Captain Avdeyev explained his position. 


How did it happen? That day some of the athletic clothing of the soldiers was 
indeed inside the living quarters (there is no special room where they can dry 
their belongings). However, other athletic miforms were removed from suitcases 
kept in a special room for storing company equipment and personal items of the 
servicemen. This is not against regulations, of course. it was not just the 
athletic clothing of the author of the letter to the editors which disappeared. 
Senior Sergeant S. Pristupa, Privates M. Abbasov, M. Golban and A. Komissarov, 
and others also disappeared. 


This wrongful act was instigated by Captain Avdeyev. Officer Babich supported his 
suggestion that the athletic clothing be destroyed. Prior to leaving the gartion 
temporarily, he told Avdeyev: “You check personally to see that it is done. I'm 
making you responsible for it." 


After it was learned in the unit about the letter sent to the editors of 
KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, Colonel A. Bessmolyy, political worker, demanded that Captain 
Avdeyeyv immediately reimburse Senior Sergeant Smirnov for the destroyed athletic 
uniform, which cost 60 rubles. Avdeyev had to do this. Lieutenant Colonel O. 
Skrypnichenko, deputy commander for polfical affairs, who had just returned from 
leave, also brought the officer strictly to task for his errors. Unfortunately, 
however, the matter ended there. 


How could such a thing happen in a unt? Just how could such an absurd idea 
enter the mind of Avdeyev, an officer and a communist? And how could Engineer- 
Colonel Babich approve of his actions? The removal and destruction of the 
personal property of the soldiers was nothing more than a direct abuse of their 
service position. And what about the concept “an officer's honor"? Could the 
two officers possibly not be familiar with it? For this reason, the unpleasant 
incident could not be considered at an end even after Senior Sergeant A. 
Smirnov was reimbursed for the loss. What happened should be the subject of a 
serious discussion from the standpoint of principle in the party organization. 














There was no doubt a cause for everything which happened in the unit. Physical 
culture is considered a secondary matter, even a bother, in the wait. In my 
talke with the officers none of them was able to tell me which subunit had the 
best organized mass sports or what kind of sports sections there are. Right now, 
when the training year is coming to an end and it is almost time to sum up the 
results for the fulfillment of socialist commitments, there is practically no 
information available in the subunite or at headquarters by which one can judge 
the state of masse sports work or the physical conditioning of the personnel. Only 
Senior Lieutenant §. Kol'tsov, secretary of the Komeomol committee, had a few 
sports records, and even these were so carelessly compiled that they could 
certainly not serve as the basis for awarding sports ratings or VSK [military 
sports complex) badges to the men. 


Frankly speaking, sports work takes a back seat in the unit. Shortcomings in 
this important area are immediately apparent. However, the development of mass 
sporte and the organization of physical training as such have never once been 
brought up for discussion at meetings of the party or Komsomol organizations or 
at sessions of the Komsomol committee. Nor has the party bureau discussed them. 
Captain V. Avdeyev's "vibrant" energy should have been channeled in thie direction. 
The organization of sports life in the unit should be a direct concern of the 
communists, after all. No one was even alarmed at the fact that a building which, 
at the initiative of the Komsomol members, was set up several years ago as a 
gymnasium for boxing, wrestling, gymnastics and weight lifting, has now been 
turned into a warehouse. Command has also turned a deaf ear toward numerous 
requests by the military sportsmen for the creation of sections for various types 
of sports. 


Had real consideration and concern been shown for mass sports in the unit and had 
full use been made of mass sports as an important means of conditioning the 
soldiers physically, strengthening discipline and arranging interesting and 
beneficial leisure activities for them, it is unlikely that anyone would have 
lifted a finger to burn athletic clothing belonging to the soldiers and sergeants. 


We can only hope that this incident will be evaluated from the standpoint of 
principle by the higher political organ. 


Follow-Up (On Sports Program Complaint) 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVL.0A in Russian 26 Oct 80 p 2 
[Follow-up report on the article “They Burned... Athletic Uniforms" ] 
[Text] An article with the title “They Burned... Athletic Uniforms," which 
contained a letter to the editors from Senior Sergeant A. Smirnov and commentary 
on the letter by Lieutenant Colonel B. Karpov, KRASNAYA ZVEZDA corresponding, was 
published in the 10 September issue of the newspaper. 
Colonel A. Bessmolyy has reported to the editors that the incident involving 


wrongful conduct on the part of Captain V. Avdeyev, secretary of the unit party 
bureau, who caused personal athletic uniforms belonging to certain soldiers to 
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be burned, was confirmed. The actions of Captain V. Avdeyev, a communist, were 
severely criticized at a meeting of the party organization and a session of the 
party bureau. Captain V. Avdeyev has been brought to personal accountability by 
the party and has been reassigned to a lesser position. When he returns from 
leave Engineer-Colonel A. Babich, with whose knowledge and connivance the incident 
occurred, will be taken to account by the party at a meeting of the party 
commission under the formation political section. 


Disciplinary action has been taken against Major |. Sevost'yanov, Captain V. 
Voronov and Warrant Officer S. Gorbachev by unit order for violating internal 
order in the subunits and regulations governing the storing and issuing of the 
personal belongings of military personnel. Lieutenant Colonel V. Prikhod'ko, a 
communist, has been brought to personal accountability by the party for failing 
to take proper steps to establish regulation order and for unsatisfactorily 
supervising the unit sports committee. 


The servicemen have received compensation for the personal belongings which were 
burned. 


The matter of improving mass sports work in the unit has been discussed at 
meetings of the party and Komsomol organizations and at a session of the party 
bureau. 


Supply Shortages Criticized 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 28 Oct 80 p 2 


[Article by Sr Lt V. Konstantinov, Red Banner Far East Military District: 
"Irregularities at a Construction Site") 


[Text] The meeting of the party committee in the work supervisor's section in 
which Yu. Movchan, a Soviet Army employee, is secretary, was held in an atmo- 
sphere of tension. Concern and alarm could be felt in the speeches by the 
communists. Everyone was alarmed by the same thing: Why was the fulfillment of 
socialist commitments under threat of failure? I stould make it clear at once 
that when they outlined their new goals in socialist competition the military 
construction workers objectively considered thei: capabilities, outlined ways to 
utilize additional reserves and resolved many questions pertaining to labor 
organization at the construction sites. The military construction detachment 
commanded by Major V. Maznyy, a communist, put together a more intensive construc- 
tion and installation work schedule, established rigid conservation practices 
and concerned themselves with establishing progressive construction methods at 
the practical level. 


Now, however, the well-conceived plans were in danger of falling through. And it 
was d) the fault of the suppliers. 
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The roofing tiles, spare unite and other items already delivered to the construc- 
tion sites had been used up, and then deliveries had ceased.... 


The first brigade forced to shut down was the bricklayers brigade headed by 
Senior Sergeant A. Shangin, military construction worker. Two days later the 
order was issued to bricklayers in the best brigade of the detachment, which 
operates by the N. Zlobin system and is headed by Sergeant A. Zhukov, military 
construction worker. The trouble began to spread. The work schedules for the 
finishers broke down, and stoppages became more frequent for construction workers 
in the other specialties. 


The heads of the work supervisor's sections and (! party committee activated all 
reserves and wherever possible, began substitutin, ‘tain materials for others. 
Even these supplies did not last long, however. ©. standing brigades were 

forced to perform minor jobs. 


And so the halting of deliveries by the reinforced concrete products plant 
directed by Major A. Stel'makhov caused several collectives at one time to miss 
fulfilling thar plans and socialist commitments. 


In the meantime, troubles were building up at the enterprise. The obsolete 
equipment finally broke down. Preventive maintenance on the equipment had been 
performed extremely poorly. And then, what had to happen happened: The plant 
came to a halt. The situation is now so bad at the enterprise that even Senior 
Lieutenant V. Vedelyayev, its chief engineer, cannot say with certainty when the 
equipment will begin operating again. 


For the sake of fairness, I should point out that the plant administration fa es 
many difficulties. This is one of them: Personnel of the military construction 
detachment commanded by Lieutenant Colonel N. Galkin work at the enterprise. The 
company commanders feel that they are doing enough if they haul the personnel to 
work and bring them back in the evening. They are not responsible, or so it 
seems, for the performance of their men during the day. This extremely strange 
attitude does nothing to further the job, of course. 


With respect to the situation at the plant, prompt steps should be taken to 
repair or replace the obsolete equipment. This is the crux of the matter, so to 
speak. The situation is apparently not going to trouble the superior organiza- 
tion, however, particularly Engineer-Lieutenant Colonel I. Morgenshtern, who is 
responsible for this section of the work. He is the one with the obligation to 
monitor and regulate deliveries of construction materials to the sites. There 
are other unresolved matters at the enterprise, as well. 


The construction workers are faced with the fact of a breakdown in schedules for 
the completion of housing and other facilities so essential to the district. 

And all of this is occurring with winter just around the corner, under circum- 
stances which will make it even more difficult to complete the work and do a 
proper job of it. 
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I feel that the district construction directorate will find a way to eliminate 
the present difficulties and shortcomings. 


Officer's Complaint Reviewed 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 13 Dec 80 p 2 
[Article by Col V. Zhuravlev: "‘'An Atypical Case'--Follow-Up Report on a Letter") 


{Text} Dear Editors! I would like © tell about an incident which disturbed me 
greatly. But let me tell it in 


1 recently went with my platoon to Khabarovekiy Kray on a temporary duty assign- 
ment. On the trip the personnel behaved themselves as servicemen should. In 
other words, we received no complaints. Upon arriving at the new site, we began 
fixing up the place. The soldiers and sergeants were about to finish laying out 
walks to the asphalt sidewalk, when a motor vehicle drove up. It contained a 
man in civilian clothing. He called me over, and I immediately noticed the smell 
of alcohol. After presenting his identification, Major Mal'ko, deputy military 
commandant for the garrison, asked me: “Why are your men drunk"? I was taken 
aback by the question. 


The major ordered me to show my papers. I did not have my identification with me, 
however. I tried to tell him where it was, but the major gave me a dressing 

down in strong language. I showed him our temporary duty orders. The deputy 
commandant looked them over carefully and then returned them, saying: "Drop in 

at the commandant's office tomorrow. We'll get to the bottom of it...." 


L was bothered most by the fact that I had been crudely berated in front of my 
men. The brief encounter with Major Mal'ko left only bitterness and resentmert in 
my heart. 


Lieutenant N. Pronin 


[ was on my way to the distant garrison to investigate the letter received from 
Lieutenant Pronin. I was thinking that the occurrence described in the letter 
did not fit in with that position of responsibility, albeit none-authorized, into 
which command had placed Major V. Mal'ko. I had a talk with officer E. 
Lyubchenko, garrison political worker. He read the letter and said: "I know 
Major Mal'ko as an honorable and efficient officer. This is an unpleasant 
report, and I can assure you that it is not typical of him...." 


Major A. Romanov, military commandant at the garrison, had the same to say about 
the officer. He had known Major Mal'ko more than two years, and there had never 
before been any complaints about him. 


I then talked with the garrison chief. His service duties brought him into 
frequent contact with Major Mal'ko, but he could not criticize the man in any way. 











After that the parties involved--Major V. Mal'ko and Lieutenant Pronin, sat 

down together. All of the circumstances surrounding the incident came out in 
the talk. The deputy military commandant for the garrison was ill at ease. On 
that ill-fated date he had been to the bathhouse. He did not say that he had 
been drinking after the steambath, however. He had driven for a reason to the 
area in which the platoon was billeted. He was certain that Lieutenant S. 
Lyarakiy's men were billeted in the same building. Order and discipline were 
poor emong them. And then, someone had told Major Mal'ko who was not on duty at 
the time, that he had just seen two soldiers drinking in the area. The major 
knew nothing about the newly arrived platoon or its commander, of course. And 
this is where he had the unpleasant conversation with Lieutenant Pronin. It was 
a matter of coincidence, so to speak. 


What are the conclusions from this incident? There is no question that Pronin 
deserved a reprimand for leaving his identification at home when he went on the 
teuporary duty assignment. 


Major Mal'ko presented an extremely unflattering image in this affair. Had he 
strictly followed the spirit and the letter of regulations, he would not have 
been drawn to “establish order" in the garrison after leaving the bathhouse.... 
Had Mal'ko been stricter, primarily with himself, he would have found a time and 
a way to check on the observance of military order in the subunit. Nor can there 
be any excuse for the crude, insulting tone of his talk with Lieutenant Pronin. 


Perhaps, as | was assured in the garrison, this incident is not typical of 
Major Mal'ko. His behavior in this case, however, deserves the most severe 
appraisal based on principle from the senior commander and the political organ. 
After all, regulations are the same for everyone, and no one is permitted to 
violate them. 


Construction Project Deficiencies Noted 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 8 Jan 81 p 2 


[Article by Ye. Sorokin: "The Bitter Price of an All-Out Last-Minute E£ffort--The 
Story of One Construction Project") 


{fext] Captain B. Al'kov, deputy commander for political affairs of the 
military construction detachment, finally decided to take the subject up with 
the chief of the work supervisor's section. 


"We can't go on working like this. The people are fed up with blitz-type 
campaigns and the lack of organization." 


Engineer-Lieutenant Colonel N. Zakharov, chief of the work supervisor's section, 
had heard this before, but he looked at matters differently, so to speak. 


"Do you understand that the most important thing for us right now is to complete 
and release the building"? 











Captain Al'kov wanted to object, but he kept silent. He left the office in a 
turmoil. 


The next day he was scheduled to visit the site, and the detachment still did not 
even have a work assignment (or order), a document without which the work cannot 
be planned for the brigades. 


The situation was made even more difficult by the fact that only three months 
remained before the building was to be released for use. The construction workers, 
headed by Engineer-Lieutenant Colonel Yu. Stepnoy, were to have turned the 

project over to the finishers, that is, to Zakharov's men, back in April, and it 
was already July. And although Major A. Filipas, commander of the military 
construction detachment, and Captain B. Al'kov still had faint hope that these 
circumstances would draw greater attention to the building, their expectations 
proved to be unjustified. 


The next morning the detachment arrived at the site. One had the impression that 
the finishers were not even expected. Subsidiary premises had not been prepared, 
and assignments had not been issued for the brigades. And when they learned that 
because the equipment was not ready they would have to carry all the materials 

by hand up to the sixteenth floor, many of them became absolutely despondent. 

The confusion lasted one day, and then a second and a third... the chief of the 
work supervisor's department reassured them: 


"We'll put things in order. You must remember our rule, though: You may not 
leave the construction site until you have completed your daily quota." 


And the finishers worked selflessly, sometimes late into the night. Labor 
organization was such that it was impossible to turn out the quota even in 
one and a half shifts. 


Nonetheless, they were the ones accused of all the wrongdoings by Engineer-Senior 
Lieutenant Ye. Legkodumov, section chief. 


He would sometimes become irritated when he accepted the night's work from the 
finishers: 


"Sloppy work! Pull up all the parquet and lay it again." 

When the parquet layers would explain that they were doing the job without the 
help or advice of work superintendents or foremen, he would tell them that it 
was not the work superintendents but they, the people responsible for performing 
the job, who were required to work at night. 


One time, Captain Al'kov found Major Yu. Potapov at the construction site, 
clearly out of sorts. 


"Can you imagine!" he said with indignation. "We just finished this apartment, 
and they are already gouging holes in the walls. All of our work was for nothing." 
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The section chief, to whom Al'kov went for an explanation, did not attach any 
significance to the incident. 


"What can you do? That sort of thing occurs in our work." 


"That sort of thing" is what has led to the last-minute, all-out efforts 
frequently scheduled on days off. And all of the time spent doing jobs over 
again or finishing them up ordinarily was not counted, of course. This is why 
the orders for the military cor -‘uction workers would indicate now four, now six 
hours of work, despite the fac. | .at they worked without letup, so to speak. 

This is only one side of the  ‘ , however. The ‘uggling of figures in the 
reports gave rise to dissatis « ion and justifiable doubts. 


The men were bewildered by the way the work was organized. Offensive as these 
matters were, however, Al'kov was more concerned about another matter. In the 
past the military construction workers had come to him or to the other officers 
from time to time for assistance or advice, and had made suggestions and 
demonstrated initiative but the situation had changed. If a brigade lost a tool 
during the night, if some of the equipment went out of order or if the work was 
simply not progressing, the men usually said nothing about it. 


Major A. Filipas, the detachment commander, could have affected the course of 
events, of course. He was apparently afraid of aggravating relations with the 
chief of the work supervisor's section, however, and he tried to avoid intervering 
as much as possible. Had he been more persistent and used all his authority, of 
course, he could have improved many aspects of the situation: the living 
conditions, the discipline and the morale of his men. He did not, however. 


While he was inwardly disturbed by the situation and considered it abnormal and 
unnatural, Al'kov still had doubts at times as to whether he was right, whether 
he was perhaps making matters worse than they were. With this on his mind he 
once dropped in on Senior Lieutenant of Technical Service M. Dundur, the company 
commander. He was impressed by the energy and the optimism of this young officer. 
Today, however, he did not seem like the same person. 


"Here, Comrade Captain," Dundur handed the political worker a sheet of paper. 
"Take a look at this explanatory document." 


Al'kov took the sheet of paper and began to read. 


[It was clear from the tone of the explanatory statement that the author was 
making excuses for a violator of discipline. Al'kov flared up at first, but the 
company commander continued: 


"We will look into the matter of the discipline violations. I| realize that some 
of the blame is mine. I haven't been home in two days now, however. I am tired 
from all of this disorganization. Not only do I not have the time for real 
talks with my men--I sometimes don't even have time to read the newspaper. What 
sort of indoctrinator of the men can I be with things the way they are"? 
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The company commander's emotional state was not totally unexpected for Al'kov. 

The collective was losing out in the main areas--the men's enthusiasm for work 

and their good morale were deteriorating, and labor productivity was suffering as 
a result. How could it be otherwise, when total confusion reigned at the 
construction site, when hardly anyone was concerned about the feelings of the 

men, when those in charge argued until they were hoarse every time section chief 
Ye. Legkodumov cut off an order, when certain military construction workers had 
worked for two weeks, only to learn that they had been turning out only 13 percent 
of the daily quota...? 


The two officers were also troubled by the fact that their regular duties were 
suffering because they were essentially performing the function of work super- 
intendents: Each of them was assigned responsibility for one floor of the 
building. 


Many of the detachment communists wanted to bring all of this out at a forthconing 
party meeting. They knew that it would be attended by representatives of higher 
construction organizations. Let them hear about what was troubling the commurists. 
"Our problem," said one of the speakers, “lies in the fact that systematic work 
has been replaced by blitz-type operations. Is this not the cause of certain 
other negative developments--in morale, for example--as well"? 


In general, almost all of the speeches were severe and reflected profound concern. 
And this was understandable. it was clear to all that there had to be a basic 
change in the organization of labor and in the treatment of the men, that concrete 
steps had to be taken to improve the lving conditions of the military construction 
workers and to provide them with cultural leisure activities. Where could the 
time be found for this, though? Because of the disorganization the military 
construction workers spent most of the day on the job, and the detachment did not 
even have a room in which it could hold a meeting. 


Engineer-Colonel V. Chetveryakov, a representative of the Military Construction 
Directorate of the City of Moscow, did not like such statements. Of course not! 
The criticism also applied to the directorate, albeit indirectly. He did not 
take the best possible stand in his talk. 


"So you are overworked? Did you know that actual output in your detachment is 
half the average for the directorate? These are the sort of issues you need to 
raise. But you see the problem in terms of unimportant matters of daily life." 


And since this was the case, then the meeting as a whole was poorly prepared, 
of course, and the secretary of the party organization had not done the best 
possible job--such was the conclusion drawn by Comrade V. Chetveryakov. 


In fact, both the report by the secretary of the party organization and the 
speeches made by the communists did raise production issues. How did this escape 
the attention of the representative from the military construction directorate? 
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The communists were talking about important things, things which were preventing 
them from achieving good labor productivity. They spoke with the pointednes: 
and in the spirit demanded by the party, by ite Rules. 


in the climate of tension which had developed in the collective, the truth, no 
matter how bitter, was needed more than the most eloquent of words which had 
nothing to do with the real needs. And we can only regret that certain 
individuals could not see this. Take, for example, the position of Comrade 
Stepnoy, who was in charge of the construction before the finishers arrived. 


"We need to register the transfer of the building as of 30 September," he 
admitted to me. “But the work is still under way. If you want to know the 
truth, this is the mentality of the construction worker=-to Live in debt: 
officially transferring the building in September, while actually turning it over 
toward the beginning of the year. We must be able to report fulfillment of the 
plan at any price.” 


The fact is, however, that people do not want "to live in debt." They want 
honorably to fulfill their duty and to work under good conditions. 


There is an ancient saying to the effect that there is a time for everything, 4 
time for casting stones and a time for gathering them in. 


The first is easier than the latter. It is far more simple to “turn the screws" 
than to actually consider the individual, to utter high-sounding words about the 
ability to overcome obstacles than to show real concern for people. The time 
inevitably arrives, however, when we must harvest the thorny fruit of 
insensitivity toward the men, of irresponsibility, when it becomes absolutely 
urgent to establish overall order. 


Many “stones” of mismanagement and indifference toward the people were cast 
during the construction of this building. They fell in the most easily wounded 
places--in human hearts. it is unfortunate, of course, that the construction 
workers failed to release the building by the dates specified. More unfortunate, 
however, is the fact that too high a price was paid for this failure--the price 
of artificially created difficulties, loss of faith in one's own abilities and 
loss of confidence in the organizational abilities of certain people in charge. 
it was a heavy, dear price, while at the same time a price fully deserved for 
mismanagement. 


i have to add a paragraph to this article. When it was being readied for the 
presse, | learned that the building was still not occupied. It would take perhaps 
two tore months to complete the project. Apparently, no conclusions were drawn 
from tha morable meeting. The building is still under construction. 
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CIVIL DEFENSE 


TRAINING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 
In the Ukrainian SSR 


Moscow VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signea to press 9 Oct 80 
pp 14-15 


[Article by Maj Gen P. Dubrova, Ukrainian SSR civil defense chief of staff for 
political affairs: "A Vital, Creative Matter"] 


{Text} It has been less than two years since the CPSU Central Committee passed 
its decree "On the Further Improvement of Ideological, Political and Indoctri- 
national Work." And now, I think that it would be useful to look back over that 
period, to analyze our progress in implementing the requirements set forth in 
this decree, particularly that pertaining to the continued improvement of 
propaganda lectures, the ideological-theoretical and scientific level of which 
have much to do with the quality and effectiveness of all the indoctrinational 
work. This also fully applies, of course, to civil defense propaganda, which is 
designed to further the patriotic indoctrination of the Soviet people in a spirit 
of constant vigilance and readiness to come to the defense of the socialist home- 
land at any time. 


The number of talks by propagandists on defense subjects has increased markedly of 
late at national economic facilities in the Ukraine, the group of public speakers- 
and-propagandists has been enlarged, and the ideological content and the tenor 

of the lectures have improved. The lecturer is a welcome guest not only at clubs, 
cultural centers and industrial enterprises. He also frequently drops in on 
remote communities and production brigades and meets with workers on livestock 
farms. The propagandists explain V. I. Lenin's instructions for defending the 
socialist homeland, current issues in the foreign and domestic policies of the 
CPSU, decisions adopted at the 25th party congress and at subsequent plenums, 
decrees passed by the CPSU Central Committee, the requirements contained in the 
Constitution of the USSR and instructions and recommendations provided by 

Comrage L. I. Brezhnev for the continued strengthening of the nation's defense 
capability and improving civil defense. In their lectures and reports they 

reveal the humanitarian purposes and the important tasks of civil defense. The 
ultimate result is increased personal responsibility on the part of every indi- 
vidual, of every labor collective, for the implementation of all civil defense 


measures. 








More and more leaders of party and soviet organs and trained specialists are 
taking part in the presentation of civil defense propaganda lectures. In 
Khristinovekiy Rayon, Cherkasskaya Oblast, for example, propaganda lectures are 
presented by V. Krinitekiy, secretary of the party raykom, and raykom workers 

V. Populyak and V. Chizh; in Kanevekiy Rayon, by F. Simonenko, chairman of the 
rayispolkom, N. Tupitekiy, chief of the rayon agricultural administration, and 
other comrades. Each such meeting between officials and the population enhances 
the importance of civil defense and motivates the people to take part in the 
practical performance of civil defense tasks. 


We are also certain that the civil defense sections created four years ago in 
organizations of the "Znaniye” society have been beneficial. A republic 
competitive review was held for purposes of reinforcing what we have learned, 
improving the scientific level of the civil defense propaganda lectures, 
enhancing its effectiveness and concreteness, strengthening its relevance to life 
and making it aggressive. As a result, the vast majority of civil defense 
sections have grown stronger organizationally, their membership has increased, 
and the methodological assistance provided the lecturers with the preparation 

of their public speeches has improved. Prior to this, for example, the oblast 
sections were made up of 10 to 15 lecturers, while they now have 25 to 30. This 
has made it possible tu create permanent lecture groups for civil defense 
propaganda in the cities and rayons and at large facilities, and during the 
winter, in the villages as well. Lecture series are conducted in all the rayons 
of Cherkasskaya, Poltavskaya and Zaporozhskaya Oblasts. There are 1/4 lecture 

and film-lecture groups in Vinnitskaya Oblast and 24 film-lecture groups in the 
hero-city of Sevastopol’. Scientists take an active part in their work. Civil 
defense propaganda presented in this forms helps the trainees to systematize their 
knowledge of civil defense. 


Sections from Vinnitskaya, Zhitomirskaya, Cherkasskaya and Kirovogradskaya Oblasts 
and the city of Sevastopol’ made the best showing in the competitive review. A 
large number of new lectures have been prepared on civil defense subjects, many 
of which have been reviewed by members of the republic section and workers with 
the Ukrainian civil defense headquarters. We had the opportunity to hear some 

of the propagandists in the lecture halls, as well. We were favorably impressed, 
for example, by a lecture, "The 25th CPSU Congress on Strengthening the Nation's 
Nefense Capability and Improving Civil Defense," presented by Colonel (reserve) 
A. Deshko, a member of the Chitomirskaya Oblast section. It has profound 
ideological content, is presented with clarity and precision, and the informa- 
tion is convincingly illustrated. Examples and facts have been skillfully 
selected. The lecturer addresses the people in a simple and intelligible manner, 
giving each sentence vital meaning and feeling. This is not A. Deshko's only 
lecture, of course. 


TI. Ditkovskiy, a lecturer with the Dnepropetrovsk civil defense section, rouses 
great interest in the audience. He has collected and systematized a vast body 
of material, replete with instructive examples, for his lecture, "The Constitu- 
tion of the USSR on Defense of the Socialist Homeland." 








The following have also earned a good reputation as lecturers: N. Tereshko, who 
delivers a lecture on “The Main Phases and Trends in the Development of Civil 
Defense" in the cities and rayons of Chernigovekaya Oblast; A. Grin'ko of 
Voroshilovgrad, who has worked out a lecture titled "Preserve and Inc: ease the 
Glorious Civil Defense Traditions"; and §. Rukehin, chairman of the civil defense 
section for Ivano-Frankovekaya Oblast, who delivers a lecture on the subject 
"Civil Defense--A National Matter." 


We must acknowledge the fact, however, that we still frequently hear lectures in 
which the ideological and scientific level do not measure up to today's require- 
ments. Naturally, civil defense covers a large range of issues having to do with 
the task of protecting the population and national economic facilities against 
modern weapons. When the propagandist delivers a lecture, he is expected to 
explain the special aspects of civil defense intelligibly and convincingly, no 
matter how complicated they might be, and to motivate the people to acquire not 
only knowledge but also the ability to use the protective equipment. In some 
cases, however, lecturers want to appear scientific, and they begin their talks 
with numerous figures, complicated calculations and formulas. Their lectures 
contain too few retainable analogies, essential generalizations, specific advice 
and recommendations relating directly to the specific installation. 


It is gratifying to see that the authors of many lectures on what would at first 
glance appear to be absolutely specialized civil defense subjects develop their 
lectures on the Leninist principle of Party spirit. Lieutenant Colonel (reserve) 
Vv. Zatonov of Kiev, for example, presents a lecture on "Collective Means of 
Protection Against Modern Weapons." This would appear to be a specialized subject. 
In the brief but fairly descriptive talk, however, the propagandist describes the 
international situation and underscores the fact that the nature of imperialism 
has not changed, that imperialism continues to hatch aggressive plans which hold 
the threat of a thermonuclear catastrophe for the peoples of the world. While 
noting the crucia! role played by the Soviet Armed Forces in the nation's defense, 
the lecturer also discusses in detail the role and importance of civil defense. 


Lectures on ways and means of protecting food, livestock, crops, feed and water 
against weapons of mass destruction occupy an important place in civil defense 
propaganda in the rural area. These lectures are ordinarily presented by 
specialists--veterinarians, livestock experts, agronomists and engineers employed 
in agriculture. N. Kasatonov of Zakarpatskaya Oblast, V. Bondarenko of 
Khersonskaya, V. Kamko of Sumskaya and S. Gubka of Poltavskaya Oblast, and others 
have earned a good name as lecturers. There are major shortcomings in this work, 
however. We once compared two lectures, one of which is presented in 
Nikolayevskaya Oblast in the steppe, the other in the wooded, mountainous 
territory of the Transcarpathia. And what did we find? Both lectures conscien- 
tiously describe general aspects of the matter, without taking into account the 
specific economic and climatic conditions or type of country. 


A propogandist will sometimes explain instructions, manuals and recommendations 
in an unimaginative and monotonous manner in a lecture on a specialized subject. 
When his audience express their dissatisfaction, he tells them without a moment's 











hesitation: “I was presenting a lecture on an important subject and not reading 
a work of fiction.” Even when the lecturer is explaining inetructions, however, 
he should make hie talk lively, present local examples and explain why the 
specific matter is brought to the attention of rural residents and what sort of 
practical conclusions they should draw therefrom. 


The decree passed by the CPSU Central Committee demands that the propaganda be 
made more relevant to life and to the taske being carried out. Every possible 
support and approval should therefore be given to those lecturers who consider 
it their duty to include in every talk examples taken from life in the rayon or 
at the installation, to publicize what has been accomplished by civil defense 
enthusiasts. 


What is being done by war veteran L. Zaslavets, a lecturer with the civil 

defense section in Cherkasskaya Oblast, is noteworthy. His duties as a civil 
defense staff member frequently take him to different rayons and various installa- 
tions, where he carefully studies progressive experience and then telis about it 
throughout the oblast. In a lecture on "Civil Defense--A National Matter" 
delivere. in Korsun'-Shevchenkovskiy Rayon, he dealt in detail with experience 
accumulated in Umanskiy Rayon, where considerable success has been achieved in the 
organization of civil defense, especially in the countryside. Among other things, 
the rayon has a mobile lecture-film unit provided by the "Znaniye" society and 
the rayon civil defense staff. It operates in the following manner: A group of 
lecturers with a selection of training films visits the rural areas according to 
a special schedule, where they present programs at clubs and cultural centers 

and meet with workers of the livestock farms and with students. The lecturers 
learn about the state of civil defense in the local areas and assist civil 
defense personnel there with advice and recommendations. 


A lecture on the subject "Moral-Political and Psychological Training of Formation 
Personne! and the Population" delivered by Comrade Zazlavets for supervisory 
personnel, commanders and chiefs at the permanent lecture facility in the city 
of Cherkassay was well received. The former frontline soldier skillfully 
illustrated his talk with vivid incidents and examples taken from the Great 
Patriotic War and from the work of today's civil defense subunits. 


We do not delude ourselves with respect to what we have accomplished, of course, 
and we are fully aware that we have taken only the first steps toward implementa- 
tion of the decree passed by the CPSU Central Committee "On the Further Improve- 
ment of Ideological-Political and Indoctrinational Work." The republic's civil 
defense propagandists are going to have to work a great deal to bring the 
effectiveness of propaganda lectures up to the level of today's requirements. 
The republic organization of the “Znaniye" society and the civil defense head- 
quarters for the Ukrainian SSR have therefore decided to continue the oblast 
competitive reviews for naming the best civil defense lectures. All of the 
propagandists of city civil defense sections and rayon lecture groups will take 
part in them. In addition, the republic's civil defense staff, together with the 
Ukrainian SSR Ministry of Culture, has arranged a competitive review to determine 
the best performance by a cultural institution to acquaint the public with civil 
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defense. The work performed by cultural inetitutions focuses mainly on the all- 
round development of oral forma of civil defense propaganda. 


These steps, | believe, will permit us to cover a broad range of the population 

in our propaganda work and will actively contribute to the effective indoctrina- 
tion of the Soviet people in a spirit of great vigilance and personal respon- 
ebility for the homeland's defense. As they strive to provide a fitting reception 
for the 26th CPSU Congress, the Ukraine's civil defense propagandists are fully 


—~- 1 to make another contribution to the continued improvement of ideological 
work. 


COPYRIGHT: “Voyennyye Znaniya™, 1980 
In the City of Monchegorsk 
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[Article by V. Sulimov, first secretary of the Monchegorsk City Committee of the 
CPSU: “The Communists Led") 


[Text] As we approach the 26th CPSU Congress, the collectives at the enterprises 
in our city are working with great enthusiasm to complete the fulfillment of 

10th Five-Year Plan assignments, and are successfully fulfilling their enlarged 
commitments in the socialist competition. 


A great deal of attention is generally being devoted to military-patriotic 
indoctrination, the improvement of civil defense and the performance of primary 
DOSAAF organizations, in addition to production. At every installation, the 
civil defense staffs, together with the trade union and DOSAAF committees, have 
reviewed competition conditions within the civil defense system. The emphasis is 
on sharply improving the readiness of staffs, services and paramilitary formatims, 
training effectiveness and quality. 


in addition to the practical and special tactical drills and exercises, contests 
among paramilitary civil defense formations, which have been held more years than 
one in our city, have proved themselves to be a good means of reinforcing 
knowledge and skills which have been acquired. I would like to share with the 
readers our experience in exercising party supervision over preparations for and 
the conduct of these training-sportsand other civil defense activities. 


I recall how the formations at a mechanized bakery in our city found themselves 
inadequately prepared to combat a fire which broke out at the facility in 1972. 
This is why, when we sum up the results of each training year, we give special 
consideration to what has been done to insure that all the civil defense forces 
are in a good state of readiness, and the formation contests (competitions) are 
an important means of reviewing the state of readiness. 


When we began considering the matter of holding such competitions, we sent com- 
missions headed by workers from the party gorkom and the gorispolkom to all the 
facilities in the city to determine the actual state of affairs locally. They 
worked more than a month, during which time they not only exposed shortcomings 
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but also helped to eliminate them then and there. This period was in fact a month 
of mase defense work and a review of forces and facilities. Comprehensive, 
inetallation-wide exercises were conducted at some sites, while command and staff 
exercises were held at others, and in all cases there were general competitions 
among paramilitary formations. 


The chairmen of plant and local trade union committees joined in the work when 
the formation competitions were being set up at the installations. Trade union 
and Komsomol committees and the installation civil defense staffs created judging 
committees for every type of formation, which were headed by the chiefs of the 
corresponding civil defense services. 


I once asked the chiefs of the service for the preservation of public order, the 
engineering and the public utilities and equipment services how they planned to 
set up the competitions and whether they had worked out the conditions or rules. 
They admitted honestly that they had only the vaguest idea of how to go about 
this. 


We had to help the service chiefs and the members of the judging committees at the 
same time. We gathered them together for a seminar. A. Azarov, chief of the 
medical service, which for many years now has conducted competitions among the 
medical teams, shared his know-how. A. Nikolaychuk, civil defense chief of staff 
at the "Severonikel'" combine, and P. Silin, chairman of the local committee, 
also had something to say. They had held competitions among the reconnaissance 
formations of the installations under their jurisdiction. The fire fighting 
service has also accumulated a vast amount of experience, and G. Masenzov, its 
deputy chairman, told about this. 


Later, the same sort of seminar was conducted for workers of the trade union and 
Komsomol committees, in order to give them a clearer idea of what they could con- 
tribute to the preparation and conduct of competitions. 


The main thing is to have someone to compete and something to demonstrate. The 
above-mentioned committees accomplished a great deal in this respect. 8B. Fedotov, 
deputy chairman of the gorispolkom, who checked out the "Severonikel'" combine, 
gave us his opinion. The point was brought out that production would have to be 
salted in order to conduct competitions among only the general formations. And 
we are preparing ourselves to work in even more difficult situations. What were 
we to do? This was not an easy question. We did find an answer, however. 
Formations were created by shifts, and far more people were included in them than 
the TO requires. A reserve was created, the members of which could replace those 
on duty, on leave, on temporary detached duty or ill. 


The outfitting of the formations presented some difficulties, of course. Several 
vears aec. when we first raised this issue, we heard excuses such as the 
following: "We don't have anything with which to do it." We looked into the 
matter more deeply, however, and considered everything which the city had to 
‘ffer. We found that certain officials had not looked at the tables of equipment 
and had not made the effort to think of ways to replace specific TO items with 





material available at the installations. We had to reprimand them for that. This 
time, when we began preparing for the competitions, we strictly stated that the 
formations must be fully outfitted. 


When the matter of hauling che formations to the competition sites came up, some 
of those in charge at the installacions began pleading a shortage of motor 
vehicles. It was brought up, however, that at the construction organizations, as 
an example, the motor vehicle pool was in a poor state of technical readiness and 
that the use coefficient for the vehicles was low. Necessary steps were caken. 
The city's -ivil defense motor transport service was required to step up its 
control over the condition of transport equipment at the installations. At this 
point we come up with the idea of organizing competition among the civil defense 
services, in which the commitments would include the outfitting of formations and 
control over the condition of transport and other equipment. 


It was clear from the reports submitted by the committees that the paramilitary 
formations at most installations are in a constant state of readiness. 
"Monchegorskstroysnab" [Monchegorsk City Construction Supply Administration?] had 
none at all, however. We criticized the administration severely for this. Yu. 
Berger, civil defense chief, avoided punishment only because we took into account 
that he was a young director, for one thing, and for another, he took prompt and 
efficient steps to rectify the shortcomings. The fire fighting formation at this 
installation took part in the rayon competitions and performed fairly well. 
Nonetheless, we ordered V. Vishnyakov, an instructor with the gorkom, to monitor 
the civil defense situation in the construction supply administration and to 
bring the matter up for discussion at a party meeting of the primary organization 
by the end of the year. 


What did we gain from the formation competitions? 


A study of the records submitted by the judging committees has shown that the 
personnel have the skills necessary to perform everything required under existing 
programs. When we compare the formations which placed in the competitions with 
those which are still not among the frontrunners, the following picture emerges: 
There is no great difference between the total number of penalty points in a 
single area of the training. We have concluded from this that greater attention 
is being devoted to civil defense at all installations. 


No matter what the party gorkom is engaged in, it always keeps an eye on cadre 
matters. We studied the cadres among the formations’ commanders and chiefs. 
Three quarters of them are communists, and around 10 percent are Komsomol members. 
Of all the commanders whose formations placed in the competitions, only one 
individual, the commander of the reconnaissance group at the "Severonikel'” 
combine, is not a member of the party. One fourth of the group members are con- 
munists, however, and they did not receive a single penalty point in the 
competitions. 
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It is a pleasure for me to mention the names of outstanding members of our 
formations: N. Vyskrebentsev, commander of a communications section, 0. Vasil'yev, 
a radio operator; A. Pokhabov, a reconnaissance section commander; A. Nazarov, a 
CW scout; and I. Antonov, commander of a reconnaissance section. 


In the formations where deputy commanders for political affairs are authorized, 
they are all approved by the party committees and bureaus. They form a large 
group of political workers spread over the city. Unfortunately, we are still not 
in a position to brag about the system we use in working with this category of 
personnel. We have done no more than work out for them a standard plan of 
political-indoctrinational work for the period of preparing for and conducting 
competitions and a few sets of instructions. However, A. Kartashov, chief of the 
gorkom's propaganda and agitation section, has submitted a party training plan 
for these cadres to the gorkom bureau for approval. 


We have studied the composition and changes occurring in the cadres of deputy 
commanders for political affairs and we learned that they are frequently replaced 
in some places. In the composite civil defense team at the “Severonikel'stroy" 
SMU [construction and installation administration], for example, the deputy com- 
mamer for political affairs has been replaced three times in the past three years 
alone. We decided to place the deputy commanders for political affairs of the 
formations under the gorkom's propaganda and agitation section. 


We also need to give some attention to the cadres of civil defense chiefs of staff 
at the different installations. Our workers discovered that the chiefs of staff 
are replaced two or three times a year in Motor Transport Column No 1442, where 

A. Omel'chenko is civil defense chief of staff. We had a serious discussion on 
the matter with A. Petryakov, secretary of the party organization. 


And now, a few words about the party-political work performed during the 
competitions. Unofficial party groups were created in all the formations with 

an adequate number of communists. Meetings were held in these groups, which 
discussed the subject "On the Avant-Garde Role of the Communists During the Period 
of Preparations for and the Conduct of Rayon Competitions Among Paramilitary 
Formations." It was interesting there were common decisions. Each communist was 
assigned the task of leading the fighters forward with his personal example and 
helping them to master the knowledge and skills involved in their special area 

of the work. Many of them were agitators, political information officers or 
editors of operational news sheets. 


The gorkom's propaganda and agitation section prepared an exhibit of visual 
agitation and operational news sheets put out during the competitions. The 
photo albums, posters, slogans, operational news sheets, express reports and 
informational bulletins produced in the composite civil defense detachment at the 
"Kol'stroy" trust, where A. Kshechkovskiy is deputy commander for political 
affairs, were judged to be the most informative and best designed. Most of them 
were written up and executed by CPSU member G. Denisova. 
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What conclusions can be drawn from the results of the competitions among para- 
military format ions? 


In the first place, we were able to increase responsibility for civil defense on 
the part of management leaders, party, trade union and Komsomol organizations, and 
most importantly, to unite their efforts, to make their work more goal-oriented 
and effective. In the second place, the gorkom and the primary party organizaions 
acquired experience in the organizational and political work involved in providing 
support for fast-moving activities. In the third place, we were able to improve 
military-patriotic work in the city, to make it more concrete and effective. 
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[Article by D. Fan'yan, Kishinev: "The Tractorbuilders Compete") 


[Text] Building up its dforts to fulfill and exceed plan assignments, the team 

at the Kishinev Tractor Plant has almost always been among the frontrunners over the 
past few years in the All-Union socialist competition among enterprises of th. 

USSR ministry of tractor and agricultural machine building. 


When they launched the competition for a fitting reception for the 26th CPSU 
Congress, the tractorbuilders committed themselves to fulfill assignments for 
the 10th Five-Year Plan by | December 1980 and to produce the 125,000th tractor 
ahead of schedule, by the opening of the congress. 


As in the past, the new commitments included a commitment to fulfill all of the 
measures outlined for improving civil defense at the facility, well and in a 
timely manner. This has long since become a part of the collective's life. The 
plant is one of the front-runners among the republic's enterprises and related 
installations in the nation with respect to both production and civil defense 
readiness. 


The competition results are summed up once a year, in October. An overall, 
permanent plant committee has been created to make a preliminary evaluation of 
the results and to submit the records for review to the board of directors, the 
party committee and the trade union works committee. It is made up of the 
assistant director for civil defense, the deputy secretary of the party committee, 
the deputy chairman of the trade union works committee, the secretary of the 
Komsomol committee, the deputy chief of the labor and wage section of the plant 
administration and the chairman of the DOSAAF committee. After the final results 
have been reviewed and verified, an order is issued by the plant director, who is 
also the civil defense chief for the installation, which names the winners and 
lists their prizes and awards. 


The toolshop has taken first place in the competition for a number of years. Its 
chief, communist A. Bondarenko, is a holder of the Order of the Labor Red Banner 








and a civil defense expert. Party organization secretary M. Sokurenko also sets 
a good personal example in his work and in his conscientious fulfillment of civil 
defense commitments. Holder of the Order of the Labor Red Banner and the "Badge 
of Honor," he completed his assignment for the 10th Five-Year Plan in four and 

a half years. 


The col ctives of the pressing and welding, repair and construction, and power 
shops «re succeeding in their struggle to fulfill socialist commitments 
acceptec .n honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. Communists V. Paska, V. Krivolapov 
and V. Kuklov, the chiefs of these shops, skillfully rely upon the shop party 
organizations and their worker aktivs, and work toward the comprehensive resolu- 
tion of all civil defense matters. Comrade Krivolapov heads the decontamination 
group, which has won a prize in the competitions among the plant's civil 

defense formations several years in a row. 


In the climate of party demandingness and great work activity, the shop, depart- 
ment aw service leaders serve not only as the organizers of production but also 
as the indoctrinators of the collective and as civil defense enthusiasts. 


I would like to present a few more examples. 


Communist A. Ivasyuk, a lathe operator third class, commander of one of the 
rescue group's teams, shock worker of communist labor and holder of the Order of 
Labor Glory, third degree, fulfilled his plan for the 10th Five-Year Plan in four 
years and five months. The commander of another team, communist A. Myndryanu, a 
fitter and tool-maker sixth class, teaches the youth, serves as chairman of the 
plant council on workmen's honorer and is a holder of the Orders of Lenin and the 
October Revolution. He completed the 10th Five-Year Plan in four years and was 
elected a deputy to two convocations of the USSR Supreme Soviet. 


Communist V. Timoshenko, commander of a composite civil defense formation, is 
chief of the long-term planning section of the SKB [special design office], a 
candidate of technical sciences and a shock worker of communist labor. The 
formation under his command has demonstrated a high level of practical training, 
coordination, physical endurance and moral-—psychological stability in comprehen- 
sive installation exercises. 


Much good can be said of other formations as well. The reconnaissance group 
headed by shock worker of communist labor N. Semenyuta, for example, took second 
place in the last republic competitions. Nikolay Fedorovich has been awarded the 
"Civil Defense Expert of the USSR" badge. 


At the beginning of this year there was a television broadcast on the civil 
defense experience of the tractorbuilders. G. Rotaru, deputy secretary of the 
party committee, directed the program. 


The successes achieved by our formations," Georgiy Vasil'yevich said, "were 
made possible by the competition, painstaking political-indoctrinational work and 
constant attention to civil defense matters from the party, trade union and 
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Komsomol organizations and the DOSAAF committee. Never does a deficiency or any 
manifestation of negligence escape discussion and collective action. 


He presented the following example. A lag developed in the performance of civil 
defense training acivities in the machine repair shop. The party bureau received 
a report from Yu. Martyushchenko, communist and shop chief. The situation was 
discussed in an exacting manner. The matter of what had to be done to improve 
civil defense was then discussed at a production conference of the shop collective. 
There was a talk on the role and the place of civil defense i» the job of 
strengthening the nation's defense capability. The situation was straightened out, 
of course. The shop won a prize in last year's competition. 


Outstanding participants in the socialist competition and their useful experience 
are constantly publicized on the pages of the plant's large-circulation news- 
paper SERP I MOLOT, over the installation radio, in talks by lecturers with the 
"Znaniye" society and in colorful displays at the training center and in civil 
defense corners. 


Preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress have produced in the tractorbuilders a 
new surge of energy in their struggle to achieve the high goals set in their work 
and in the job of improving civil defense readiness. 


COPYRIGHT: “Voyennyye Znaniya", 1980 


In Gor 'kovskaya Oblast 


Moscow VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 9 Oct 80 
pp 20-21 


[Article by V. Korotkevich, senior instructor for civil defense courses in 
Gor'kovskaya Oblast: "Our Common Concern") 


[Text] Practical contacts between the civil defense staffs and DOSAAF committees 
and primacy organizations in Gor'kovskaya Oblast are expanding and gaining 
strengtn with each passing year. They are realized in various areas, especially 
in the rayons and at national economic facilities. 


In recent years this work has been carried out in a more planned manner. DOSAAF 
activities are being more closely coordinated with specific civil defense tasks 
involved in the military-patriotic indoctrination of the youth and the training of 
paramilitary formations, blue- and white-collar workers and the publicizing of 
civil defense. The performance of the civil defense staff and the DOSAAF com- 
mittee in Sormovskiy Rayon is a good example of this kind of coordination. 


This rayon's civil defense staff is headed by V. Remizov, who was trained by 
Osoaviakhim [society for assistance to the defense aviation and chemical 
industry]. He served almost a quarter of a century in the Soviet Army, where he 
advanced from ordinary pilot to deputy commander of an air formation. He fought 
the fascists during the Great Patriotic War and trained cadres for the army 
during the 1950's. The veteran's military career has been marked by 20 state 
awards. 
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After being released into the reserve Vladimir Fedorovich worked several years 

in various DOSAAF organizations, and he has headed the rayon civil defense staff 
continuously since 1962. Naturally, it would be difficult for a single individud, 
even with his enviable capacity for work, to perform all the tasks with which 

the staff is charged. He therefore established practical contacts with the 
DOSAAF raykom and created a large group of reserve officers under the staff, who 
helped teach civil defense to the population. Activists F. Tokarev, M. Petrov, 

L. Korneyev and others regularly present talks and lectures to the citizens of 
Sormovskiy Rayon. 


Lieutenant Colonel (reserve) M. Petrov, chairman of the Sormovskiy Rayon DOSAAF 
Committee and also a former pilot, is now a good organizer of the military- 
patriotic indoctrination of the youth and the training of specialists, specifi- 
cally specialists for civil defense formations (drivers, radio and telephone 
operators, and others). He regularly attends competitions of paramilitary forma- 
tions and civil defense exercises in order to see for himself how effectively the 
DOSAAF organizations are contributing to civil defense. 


"We feel that civil defense is our common concern," Mikhail Sidorovich says. Most 
of the civil defense formations include members of the Defense Society. I 
consider military-patriotic indoctrination, civil defense training and mass 
defense work to be links in the same chain, inseparably bound together and 
supplementing each other." 


This cooperation is successful primarily because of thorough planning. The civil 
defense staff and the rayon DOSAAF committee engage in joint activities: meetings 
of the defense aktiv, special months of mass defense work and multip)e-event 
competitions involving fulfillment of the GTO [ready for work and defense] complex 
and civil defense norms. Competitive reviews are also conducted jointly for best 
mass defense work and best state of civil defense for industrial enterprises and 
educational institutions. 


And so, practical cooperation dictated by common interests is creating cond’* >ns 
conducive to the accomplishment of defense tasks. It has also been streng aed 
organizationally: V. Remizov has been elected a member of the presidium of the 
rayon DOSAAF committee many years in a row, and M. Petrov and his coworkers on 
the raykom are volunteer workers with the rayon civil defense staff and services. 


The primary DOSAAF organizations of many national economic installations actively 
cooperate with the civil defense staffs. The joint work performed by Colonel 
(reserve) S. Ignat'yev, chief of staff at the "“Orbita" plant in Gor'kiy, and 
Major (reserve) 0. Yel'kin, chairman of the DOSAAF committee, is an example of 
this cooperation. This facility is considered one of the best in the oblast with 
respect to indoctrination of the youth and their training to serve in the Armed 
Forces. The association's DOSAAF organization has held first place in the rayon 
socialist competition several years in a row and has been awarded the Challenge 
Red Benner. The initial military training center headed by Hero of the Soviet 
‘nion >. Aristarkhov has held first place in the oblast for many years. The 
association is a showplace in the oblast with respect to its civil defense 
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Organization and is the base for practical classes for supervisory personnel 
receiving training in oblast civil defense courses. 


What concrete forms does the mutual assistance take? 


Through the joint efforts of the civil defense staff and the DOSAAF committee 

a training center has been set up in a shelter for civil defense classes and for 
the training of pre-draft youth. The efficiency experts have designed and pre- 
pared a large number of excellent displays and other visual aids. There is 
attractively designed visual agitation devoted to the history of the Defense 
Society and civil defense. 


DOSAAF workers and activists 0. Yel'kin, A. Karaganov and G. Lovtsov train scouts, 
radiation monitors, signalmen and drivers for the civil defense formations and 
help the civil defense staff verify the meeting of GTO requirem ats ("Civil 
Defense" section). Staff workers N. Sergeyev and S. Ignat'yev conduct civil 
defense classes required by the initial military training program for the pre- 
draft youth. 


Working together, the mass defense enthusiasts have set up civil defense and 
DOSAAF corners in the shops and sections. Members of the DOSAAF committee help 
the staff to prepare for and conduct exercises, develop documents and make up 
visual agitation, and present talks to the blue- and white-collar workers. Muny 
DOSAAF members are used as assistant directors of exercises and are members of 
paramilitary formations. 


Civil defense workers and activists, in turn, help with the propaganda lectures 
and m‘litary-patriotic work among the association's blue- and white-collar 
workers. 


Evening gatherings devoted to defense and other special subjects and civil defense 
days, weeks and months are jointly arranged. They are conducted as festivals of 
mass defense work and include competitions and films. 


Lectures on the combet traditions and feats of the MPVO [local air defense] 
fighters and DOSAAF members during the Great Patriotic War and in time of peace 

are delivered in the shops and sections. The substance of the lectures, reports 
and talks is well revealed by the their titles: "V. I. Lenin's Military Precepts," 
"The Feats Performed by Communists and Komsomol Members on the Fronts of the 

Great Patriotic War" and "Osoav_akhim (DOSAAF) and MPVO (Civil Defense) Trainees 

in Battles Fought for the Homeland." 


Mass defense work is well organized at the “Orlenok” Pioneer camp. It has well- 
made visual agitation with military-patriotic themes, and military sport. games, 
quizzes and competitions in civil defense and the applied military sports are 
regularly held there. The children learn how to shoot and to use individual 
protective equipment. Represe; .atives of the civil defense staff and the DOSAAF 
committee take a very active part in all this, and reserve officers and NCO's 





empioyed in the association are drawn upon for the activities. War and labor 
veterans and soldiers of the Soviet Army come and meet with the children. 


Festivities sending draftees off to the army and navy and sponsorship by military 
unite and former association workers now performing their honored duty in the 
Armed Forces have become a solid tradition. Parting speeches are made for the 
draftees by association leaders and parents. Speeches are made by individuals who 
have completed their army service and returned to their collective. Yesterday's 
fighting men tell how much they learned during the time spent in the service. The 
vast majority of individuals drafted from the association into the Armed Forces 
become experte in the combat and political training and rated specialists in their 
firet year of service. 


General director L. Kuranov and party committee secretary V. Kurochkin consider it 
nighly important that all these activities be conducted with good organization. 

At its meetings the party committee systematically considers practical steps to 
further improve the military-patriotic work and civil defense. 


The large-circulation newspaper ZA PROGRESS edited by A. Volgina takes an active 
part in this wo... ‘or which it has been awarded the Emblem of Honor by the USSR 
DOSAAF . 
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{|keport by V. Suslov, Astrakhan: "The Best In the Oblast") 


(fext] For the ninth year now Tank Farm No 8 of the Astrakhan administration of 
the RSFSR Goskomnefteprodukt [State Committee for the Supply of Petroleum 
Products| has taken first place in the socialist competition for best civil 
tefense tacility in the oblast. It has repeatedly been awarded the Challenge 

ed Banner of the CPSU obkom, the obiast Soviet of People's Deputies and the 
2oiast council of trade unions. 


‘ach year the workers at the tank farm led by N. Sabel'nikov, their civil defense 
chief, successfully fulfill the training plans, and they do it well. A training 
classroom and a well-equipped training center have been set up for the practical 
siasses. Comrade Sebel'nikov and civil defense chief of staff V. Galanov have 
done great deal to make the training materials foundation an exemplary one. 


inere are |5 training stations in the center, including areas for working toward 


tne ec. .’irds set for the use of individual and collective protective equipse: 
aod tort rendering medical aid, a radiological and chemical monitoring pes', areas 
for leornne to repair ofl pipeline and electrical equipment, a station for 
vrepar‘ce special solutions and a fire fighting area. The training center als 


inclucee a so-called psychological training area, where the trainees engage in 
ili» to condition their willpower and léarn to function in extreme situations. 
‘1 of thts is used extensively and skillfilly in the practical training, which 
» the specific characteristics Sf our installation. 
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Nikolay Semenovich himself conducts classes with group No 1 and personally trains 
the supervisory personnel, commanders and chiefs. A reserve offices and Great 
Patriotic War veteran, he has extensive methodological know-how and has been 
awarded the "USSR Civil Defense Emblem of Honor." 


The installation has now entered the socialist competition for a fitting reception 
for the 26th CPSU Congress. Our task is one of preparing well for the new 


training year and further improving the practical training for all sections of 
the program. 
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[Article by Ye. Shiman, civil defense chief of staff for the “Etalon" experimental 
plant in Gor'kiy: "A Good Rating") 


[Text] After reading the order from the civil defense chief of staff for 
Gor‘kiy's Sovetskiy Rayon on the results of the training year, our plant director, 
N. Orlov, asked me: 


"Fifteen installations have been rated amcng the best. When are we going to be 
among them"? 


We had to make a thorough study of our deficiencies. The most disappointing one 
was the fact that certain shop chiefs still did not understand their respon- 
sibility for the state of civil defen «, and some of them even consider it a 
hindrance to production. We had to overcome this kind of stagnation, especially 
since we were going to have to properly prepare for a comprehensive, installation 
exercise. 


First of all, the director and K. Temnov, secretary of the party committee, held 
a meeting with the leading workers and specialists, at which they were acquainted 
with the calendar schedule for exercise preparations. It gave the time and place 
for everything and named these specifically responsible for accomplishing the 
planned measures. 


The party-political workplan approved by the party committee called for party 

and Komsomol meetings in the shops to discuss the tasks involved in the exercise, 
the publication of wa)! newspapers and operational news sheets and the prepara- 
tion of special radio oroadcasts. There were around 20 of the latter. They were 
transmitted during the lunchbreak, with appropriate arrangements made in the 
shops. They described what to do at civil defense alerts, the evacuation pro- 
cedure and actions to be taken by the paramilitary formations in an area of 
devastation. 


The collective in section No 12, which is headed by V. Sazanov, chief of the 
emergency equipment section and chief plant mechanic, prepared protective devices 
for the unique equipment and braces and extra supports to prevent the machine 
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tools from toppling over. Special tactical exercises were conducted in advance 
for all the civil defense formations, and command and staff exercises were held 
for the supervisory staff, commanders and chiefs with the theme of the upcoming 
KOU [comprehensive installation exercise). All of this helped the labor 
collective to perform successfully in the exercise. 


The composite group commanded by V. Komarov, the reconnaissance team commanded by 
B. Naumov and the medical detachment team commanded by G. Golovanov were judged 
the best. 


Rayon officials gave the exercise a good rating and recommended that data from 
the exercise be summarized and used at other installations. 


Socialist competition for a fitting reception for the 26th CPSU Congress has now 
been broadly launched at the plant. Here are some of the commitments accepted 
toward improving civil defense: to have everyone in all the training groups meet 
the standards with a rating of "good" or "excellent"; to set up a training point 
in a shelter by the beginning of the new training year; and to renew the visual 
aids in the training classrooms. 


An “Honor Board" has been set up for the winners of the pre-congress competition. 
The front-runners are already known. These are the blue- and white-collar 
workers who train in the groups headed by V. Komarov, G. Savel'yeva and V. 
Tezenin. They have all met the civil defense norms with good ratings. 
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[Article by B. Gavrikov, candidate of economic sciences: "When the Department is 
Active") 


'Text! How effectively the civil defense department functions and how active its 
instructors are have a great deal to do with how well prepared the students are to 
propect themselves against modern weapons. The best results are achieved when the 
department is made up of a team united by the common goal, when every instructor 
attempts to make a contribution and spares no effort to accomplish the common 
task. 


in our opinion, the civil defense department at the Volgograd Construction 
Peegineering Institute, which is headed by Hero of the Soviet Union WN. ©. Sidorov, 

Cocert an€ colonel in the reserve, sets a good example of this kind of regard tor 

the jol Its training-indoctrinational and methodological work has for gcod 


reason heen given a high rating by the RSFSR Ministry of Higher and Secon ary 
Speci. lized Education and studied at a seminar for civil defense instructors o! 


higher educational institutions in a number of Russian Federation oblasts. 








The department does a great deal to improve the quality and effectiveness of 
the students’ training and indoctrination and strives persistently to see that 
civil defense instructions measure up to today's requirements. The institute 
trains construction engineers, and the entire civil defense training and 
indoctrinational process is arranged with this profession in mind. 


First of all, the civil defense training was moved from the third year to the 
fourth. Our experience has demonstrated that this alone produced considerable 
results. Fourth-year students study such matters as the construction and protec- 
tion of industrial and residential buildings, the reinforcement of supporting 
structures, and so forth, and are better equipped with the required knowledge. It 
is considerably easier to establish contacts with instructors in the disciplines 
involved, and this also helps to improve the training covered in the civil ddense 
program. 


Taking advantage of the authority granted VUZ rectors to make refinements in the 
volume and subject matter of specific subjects and in the sequence in which they 
are taught (but without reducing the total number of hours), the department staff 
prepared their own recommendations for the program. Among other things, they 
recommended changing the sequence of the subjects, rearranging somewhat the 
material and eliminating duplication in certain areas. 


For example, the program allocates six hours for the subject “Protecting the 
Population Against Weapons of Mass Destruction." The department proposed that the 
time be reduced to four hours by eliminating the section on civil defense pro- 
tective installations and their classification. A special section covers the 
construction of protective installations, after all. It was proposed that the 

two hours saved be used for an additional seminar on this subject. Taking into 
account the field of study at the VUZ, the instructors felt that it would be a 
good thing to increase the amount of time allocated for the study of ways to 
increase the operational stability of installations. In addition, they recom- 
mended that the subjects be studied in the following sequence: 1, 2, 4, 5, 3, 22, 
6-10, 23, 24. The rector reviewed the proposals, decided that they were good ones 
and approved the department's subject-by-subject plan. 


The work to improve the training program is continuing. The basic framework 
(detailed methods) worked out by the department for the civil defense course is 
now being considered at the RSFSR Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized 
Education. It includes the logical-structural outline and the technological 
chart for the course. It is anticipated that adoption of the detailed methods 
will raise the scientific and methodological level of student training and 
indoctrination. 


At the initiative of the civil defense department an interdepartmental methods 
conference was held at the institute for purposes of exchanging know-how in the 
training and indoctrination of students and improving the diploma project 

system, taking civil defense requirements into account. The department staff 
devotes serious attention to these project«. The vast majority of diploma seekers 
now take civil defense requirements intc a-count when they produce and defend 
their projects. 
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Student scientific conferences are held during the final phase of training. This 
year such a conference was held just before we celebrated the 35th anniversary of 
Victory over fascist Germany. It dealt with the unequaled feat accomplished by 
the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War and with the tasks involved in 
further improving mass defense and military~patriotic work at the institute. The 
main report was presented by N. G. Sidorov, chief of the civil defense department. 
The conference was also addressed by Professor A. P. Pehenichkin, institute 
rector, Professors G. S. Burnazyan, T. M. Rogachev and V. D. Yeremenko, |. T. 
Gorbunov, chairman of the DOSAAF coamittee, and students 0. Dudnikova and G. 
Pinayev. 


The civil defense department devotes a great deal of work to the military- 
patriotic indoctrination of the students. Five times the institute was among 
the winners of the All-Union tour of sites of the Soviet people's revolutionary, 
combat and labor glory. Each year, with the help of public organizations, the 
department prepares the students to meet the GTO [ready for work and defense) 
standards and sets up quizzes and open competitions, which include civil defense 
activities. The department staff devote all their abilitities and knowledge to 
military-patriotic indoctrination. They understand how important it is. After 
all, many of them experienced the harsh trials of the Great Patriotic War and 
know the value of the peace won through the efforts of millions of people. 


The department leaders and the support which it receives from the rector's office 
and the institute party committee have a great deal to do with the successful 
work performed by the civil defense department. They do everything possible to 
help improve the training and indoctrinational process and the civil defense 
materials and equipment plant. Interdepartmental meetings on civil defense 
matters are held under the supervision of Professor A. P. Pshenichkin, rector. 
Each year. a report is given on the department's work at an institute scientific 
council. The administration allocates funds for equipping the lecture rooms, and 
as a result the civil defense classes are conducted on a modern level with 
technical training and monitoring equipment and working mockups. The work 
performed by communists in the civil defense department to improve the training 
and indoctrinational process is reviewed each year at a meeting of the institute 
party committee. 


It cannot be said that the civil defense department encounters no difficulties 
in the training of the students. It is still difficult, as an example, to 
arrange classes at base installations, since some of them are located far from 
the institute. The instructors do not sit around waiting for someune to help 
them out of their difficulties, however. If the training time is extremely 
limited, then the instructors and their assistants travel to distant base enter- 
orises to make an advance study of the situation there and make drawings and 
nockups. They then conduct classes based on the situation at the specific 
insta!lation. 


‘ther coscibilities are also being sought. Taking advantage of the institute's 
schoo! of advanced training for leading personnel of the RSFSR Ministry of 
Yousine and Civil Construction, the civil defense department summarizes the civil 
fefense work of enterprises and organizations in other areas. This material is 
‘liso e tensively utilized in the student training. 








The civil defense department is continuously improving the training and 
indoctrinational process, doing everything possible to teach the future captains 
of production what to do in any situation, even the most complicated. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Voyennyye Znaniya", 1980 
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‘Article by V. Komarov, deputy chief of civil defense courses for the Turkmen SSR: 
“Available to All Course") 


[Text] The instructor is certainly interested in how the students feel about 
the classes and how active they are. After all, this has a great deal to do 
with how well they grasp the training material and in the final analysis, with 
the quality of their training. 


in order to develop student interest in the civil defense courses the instructor 
should make it ossible for them objectively to evaluate their knowledg: at the 
very beginning 1d then to keep them active by regularly testing them in each 
class. It is practically impossible to test the entire group in courses lacking 
modern monitoring and testing equipment and a selective quiz gives very little 
information. The method of testing the students’ knowledge by drawing cards 

(or slips of paper containing questions) can help in this situation. 


Under this system all of the training subjects (for each category of students) are 
broken down into three or four groups. After the training material for certain 
subjects has been covered, all of the students are tested. Each training groups 
has 15 slips prepared in advance. If the group has 30 members, then two sets of 
slips are used. Each slip contains three questions and five answers, only one 

of which is complete and correct. A slip may include four or more questions, 

of course, but then the test takes a great deal of time. 


The next day, after the subject have been covered, the instructor and his 
assistant pass out the question slips and sheets of paper to all the students. 
Fach student writes on the sheet of paper the number on his slip, his last name 
and initials and the numbers for the questions. After carefully reading through 
the first question and the possible answers, he selects the correct one and 
writes the number on a sheet paper below number one. He then answers the second 
and third questions. In five to seven minutes the sheets of paper are collected. 
The instructor then grades them, using a special table: "“exce ent’ for three 
correct answers, “good” for two and “unsatisfactory” for one corr ~. answer. He 
reports the results to the s: udents during the study-hall period. 


In our experience almost half of the students sometimes receive unsatisfactory 
grades on the first test. These are the ones who were not active in the classes, 
drew an unlucky number, so to speak, or consider themselves experts in civil 
defense. 
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The students frequently complain to the instructor: “I answered the questions 
correctly but I recived a grade of two.” An objective review of these tests 
will show that the grade given was deserved. Some of them will say: "Give me 
another slip and I will answer everything correctly." Still others honestly 
admit: "I thought that I knew civil defense, but I found that I do not know it 
at all. Or perhaps I knew it and then forgot what I knew. I will have to learn 
it again.” This is an extremely important turning point in the minds of the 
students, and their attitude toward the subject changes with it. 


We do not permit the students to retake or repeat an exam, but we warn them that 
there will be a new test the following day, that it will include the subjects 
covered on today's test and that they should prepare for it well. 


The atmosphere in the study hall is entirely different that day: No one remains 
indifferent, and many studen’'s request the recommended literature, study outlines 
and ask each other questions. 


The number of unsatisfactory grades drops to 20-30 percent on the second exam, 
and the next day there are frequently no uneatisfactory grades at all. Students 
receiving only excellent grades are exempted from the final exam. I would like 
to @aress the fact that those who already know about our testing system study 
civil defense very seriously from the very first day. 


This testing method is not the only used in the training cvurses, of course, 
since many courses are now successfully using various monitoring and testing 
machines in combination with the traditiona) forms of oral testing. It is of 
unquestionable value in some cases, however. it can be recommended, as an 
example, for city and rayon courses which do not yet have the modern testing 
systems. 


Experience has shown us that this system method motivates not only the students 
but the instructors as well, forcing them to prepare more thoroughly for the 
classes and to stick strictly to the subject and cover all of the necessary 
training areas in their presentation of the material. The more questions there 
are on the question slips, the more thoroughly must the instructor explain the 
pertinent subject in the class. If he has skipped any certain topic, the test 
‘fll tndicate this at once. 


There have been cases in which an instructor who wanted to make certain that all 
* his students would pass (this is an indication of how well he has done his 
job, of course) has tried to coach his students, giving them the correct answers 
in advance. Those in charge of the courses have rapidly detected these veaknesses, 
however, and taken determined steps to see that they are not repeated. 


“OPYPT CHT: "“Voyennyve Znaniya”, 1989 
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[Article by Eng-Maj I. Gryaznov, senior civil defense staff officer for the city 
of Dneprodzerzhinsk: "'Dzerzhinka'=--An Outstanding Facility") 


[Text] Lieutenant Colonel (reserve) Aleksandr Gavrilovich Timoshenko has been 
working in civil defense almost 30 years now. He is presently deputy director 
for civil defense of the Dneprovekiy Order of Lenin Metallurgica! Piant imeni 
Dzerzhinskiy in the city of Dneprodzerzhinsk. 


When he talks about the civil defense situation at the installation, Aleksandr 
Gavrilovich likes to stress the fact that it is organized in strict accordance 
with the official guidelines. 


The plant has a civil defense day every month. That day, among other things, the 
individuals in charge study new civil defense documents, adjust plans and clarify 
current questions. Rayon and city staff representatives are frequently present 
at these activities. 


There is an active civil defense committee headed by the party committee's 
assistant secretary for propaganda. The committee is made up of the deputy chair- 
man of the trade union works committee, the deputy plant director for civil 
defense, the secretary of the plant Komsomol committee, the editor of the large- 
circulation newspaper ZNAMYA DZERZHINKI, the chairmen of the DOSAAF and Red 

Cross committees and the "Znaniye" society, and the secretaries of the shop party 
organizations. The work performed by the committee has made it possible 
considerabl’* to improve the performance of all civil defense activities. 


There was a reason for the oblast leadership's decision to conduct the first 
comprehensive, installation exercise at this enterprise The "Dzherzhinka” 
workers were ready for the difficult test. 


During the exercise a protective installation was built out of finished reinforced 
concrete elements used in the construction of tunnel-type passageways. The 
reinforced concrete elements were delivered on especially outfitted flatcars. 

The distance from the station to the construction site was only 500 meters. How 
were the elements to be moved that distance, however? The only way was to build 

a temporary railroad track. And this was accomplished within two days! 


The good training of the “Dzherzhinka” workers was attested by the great aware- 
ness and aggressive spirit demonstrated by the participants as they solved the 
unexpected problems. For a whole month, at Comrade Timoshenko's suggestion and 
under his supervision, they persistently practiced working in gas masks. The 

time they spent in the protective equipment was gradually built up from 10 minutes 
to 1 hour. A special committee which summarized this experiment recommended 

that the Ukrainian SSR Ministry of Ferrous Metallurgy extend it to all enter- 
prises under the ministry's jurisdiction. 








Timoshenko alone does not determine the success of civil defense activities at the 
installation, of course. He has many assistants such as Aleksandra Vladimirovna 
Filonenko, senior civil defense engineer and a wartime MPVO [local air defense) 
veteran, who has given almost 40 years of her life to the "Dzerzhinka" plant. 


The civil defense school founded in 1960 is the plant's main training center. Not 
all rayon courses can boast such a training facility. There is a spacious room 
for the instructors, auxiliary rooms and two well-equipped classrooms. There is 
equipment for showing films, filmstrips and slides, and individual displays tell 
the history of civil defense at the plant. The trainees can practice working in 
individual protective equipment at the school and learn more about radiation and 
chemical reconnaissance devices. On the first Wednesday of each month the civil 
defense aktiv gathers at the school to exchange know-how and define the overall 
focus for continuing their work. Many of those in charge at the installation, led 
by A. Sichev, plant director and candidate of technical sciences, received 

their initial training there. 


The practical training is performed at special training s tes. Shelters have 

been created, taking into account the distribution of the shops and sections. 

The more important sections of the program are conducted at the rayon training 
center, which the plant civil defense staff helped to build and equip. 


Competition among the formations receives a great deal of attention at 
"Dzerzhinka.” And this is producing results. For many years the plant recon- 
naissance, rescue and medical formations have unfailingly been among the winners 
in rayon, city and oblast competitions. Such singleness of purpose in the 
training has contributed to the fact that formation personnel are practically 
always prepared to perform any unexpected job, no matter how difficult or 
complicated. Take the following incident, for example. 


Once on an ordinary workday, a disruption in the electric power supply caused the 
pumping station to break down. As a result, water pushed out a plug and began 
entering the high-tension cable and water-line tunnel. This threatened to stop 
the blast furnaces and other production facilities. The administration quickly 
activated the section of the plan "Dealing with Emergencies in the Enterprise 
Power Plants." The good moral-political and mental conditioning demonstrated by 
the fighting men and commanders of the formations, their selflessness as they 
worked ir the flooded tunnels, highly contaminated with gas, and the skillful 
supervision of the services, especially the power and water supply services and 
the fire fighting service, by their chiefs I. Konev, N. Maksimenko and P. Shaptal, 
made it possible to clear up the emergency within a relatively short period of 
time. 


his has been a brief description of the civil defense work performed at a 
famo. enterprise, which, as we can see, has considerable achievements in this 
irea as wel. 


OPYRICHT: "“Vovennyve Znaniya”", 1980 
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[Article by V. Yukhimenko: "Valuable Experience") 


[Text] The exercise conducted by the civil defense fire fighting service of the 
Dagestan ASSR was an eloquent demonstration of the usefulness and effectiveness 
of preventive measures carried out to make cities and facilities more resistant 
to fires caused by an enemy's modern weapons of aggression. 


The exercise was planned so that all of the organizational and practical measures 
were carried out in full during the exercise. In the first phase of the exercise 
a committee headed by representatives of the rayon civil defense TPS [fire 
fighting services] inspected the fire fighting equipment at the various installa- 
tions. The installation civil defense chief held a meeting of shop, service and 
department leaders on each report by the committee, where they discussed any 
violations and outlined ways to improve fire protection. 


An order was then issued by the installation civil defense chief, which assigned 
responsibility for the implementation of fire protection measures by an estab- 
lished date. All but one-third of the committee's recommendations were 
implemented during the exercise itself. 


During this time films on fire fighting and prevention were being shown in the 
movie theaters and clubs of Sovetskiy Rayon in the city of Makhachkala. The 
personnel succeeded in building or repairing 9 water tanks for fighting fires, and 
5 fire fiehting piers, install or repair 57 fire hydrants, raze 24 dilapidated 
buildings, cover 21.000 square meters of flammable structures with a fire- 
proofing compound, replace 12,000 meters of defective electrical wiring, install 
12 automatic warning and fire-extinguishing units and build 8 hard-surface 
approaches to the canal. The fire-fighting service set up displays at eight 
installations. 


A great deal was also done during this period to better outfit the paramilitary 
fire-fighting formations with materials and equipment and to teach them the 
practical actions to be taken in special situations and how to check the fire- 
fighting equipment of shops, laboratories, buildings and installations. The 
formation training facilities re eived additional visual aids. Civil defense 
training classrooms or display corners were set up at many installations. 


In addition to this, an extensive campaign was carried immediately prior to and 
during the exercise, to teach the population and the blue- and white-collar 
workers at nationel economic installations how to use basic fire fighting means 
and fire prevention steps which can be taken in residential and public buildings 
and at industrial enterprises. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Voyennyye Znaniya", 1980 
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{Article by Maj Gen A. Korzhavin, chief of the USSR Civil Defense Propaganda 
Department: “Our Main Task") 


Text) Civil defense propaganda is making a notable contribution to the military- 
patriotic indoctrination of the Soviet people and to their training in protec- 
tion against weapons of mass destruction. The step-up in ideological work just 
before the 26th CPSU Congress has helped to enhance the propaganda and to 

improve the forms and methods employed. This matter, among others, was 

thoroughly discussed at a practical and scientific conference of leading USSR 
civil defense personnel, at an All-Union seminar for lecturers with the "Znaniye" 
society and at a seminar on propaganda for assistant civil defense chiefs of 

staff for autonomous republics, krays and oblasts of the RSFSR. 


Reports and dispatches from the si.es state that a great deal is being done 

under the supervision of party organs to improve civii defense propaganda and 
make it more effective at the headquarters, in courses, in the services and para- 
military formations. For example, a scientific and practical conference held by 
the Sovetskiy Rayon CPSU Committee in the city of Bryansk with active participa- 
tion by communists of the oblast civil defense staff dealt with the matter of 
unifying many areas of civil defense work in light of the decree passed by the 
CPSU Central Committee "On the Further Improvement of Ideological, Political and 
iIndoctrinational Work." The conference devoted a great deal of attention to the 
know-how of the best propagandists. 


A primary organization of the "Znaniye" society is functioning productively at the 
Bryanskaya Oblast civil defense headquarters. It has a large range of lectures 
approved by the society's rayon organization. Communists V. Sorokin, A. Koryako, 
\. Simakov, S. Monakhov and others regularly speak at national economic installa- 
tions and agitation sites and in rural clubs. Each of their talks is full of 
vital fects and examples of the successful performance of civil defense activities 
by various collectives. It is worth noting that the staff workers do not limit 
themselves to their own organization but attempt to extensively utilize and 
publicize the experience of outside propagandists as well. Talks by P. Zasov, 
secretary of the party committee at the Bryansk Machine suilding Plant, V. 
Omel'chenko, secretary at the "Litiy” plant, and a number of others were 
scheduled in the oblast civil defense course for this purpose. They described in 
cetail the forms and method: assed in mass political and propaganda work in the 
formations at their installations. The staff propagandists maintain close 
contacts with the mass media and with public organizations. A month of mass 
delense work conducted by the DOSAAF obkom with active participation by the 
volast civil defense staff is an example of this practical cooperation. 


“ight now, the main propaganda work is being increasingly concentrated at enter- 
yrises and construction sites, on kolkhozes and sovkhozes and at educational 
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institutions, that is, there where the practical civil defense tasks are being 
carried out. Civil defense propaganda has recently become markedly more effective 
at the "Vorkutinskaya" mine in the Komi ASSR, for example. The propaganda 
speeches on civil defense matters are closely related to the general tasks being 
performed by the collective. Civil defense goals and specific ways to improve 
civil defense are persuasively exp!'ained to the blue- and white-collar workers. 
Twice a month the local radio station broadcasts programs on civil defense and 

the achievements of winners of socialist competition in this area. The wall news- 
paper PATRIOT and regular published operational news sheets give a detailed 
account of the civil defense activists. An attractively designed display, which 
contains the Certificate of Honor and the banner of the "Vorkutaugol'” association, 
is devoted to the collective's civil defense achievements. Films and technical 
propaganda means are extensively used in the mass explanatory work. All of this 
stimulates the blue- and white-collar workers to greater activity in the 
performance of civil defense tasks. 


Civil defense propaganda is conducted effectively at the Combine imeni Komintern 
in Petushinskiy Rayon, Vladimirskaya Oblast. The party organization there draws 
extensively upon the communists among the leading personnel in the combine for 
talks on mass defense subjects and civil defense matters. V. Shapkin, holder of 
the Order of the Labor Red Banner and civil defense chief of staff for the 
combine, skillfully combines his organizational work with propaganda. He has 
worked more than 30 years at the combine and knows the people well, and this helps 
him to structure his talks around their requests and desires. An active member 
of the "Znaniye" society, his articles are regularly published in the rayon and 
large-circulation newspapers. Through his efforts every shop has visual 
agitation for civil defense. 


At many national economic installatior large-circulation newspapers play an 
important role in the publicizing of the experience of outstand.ng members and 
the climination of deficiencies in the performance of civil defense tasks. For 
example, the newspaper IL'ICHEVETS published at the Plant imeni Vladimir I1l'ich 
introduced the column "Civil Defense Guardsmen" in 1980. It has carried articles 
on civil defense veteran M. Stepanova, L. Pavlova, the best volunteer medical 
worker, and donors--people with a great sense of duty--photographic reports on 
individuals owarded the "USSR Civil Defense Expert" badge, and other items. The 
newspaper VEFOVETS published at the VEF plant in the city Riga frequently carries 
articles and feature-stories about the civil defense work and personnel, and 
articles on training methods by plant leaders, engineers, physiciaus and forma- 
tion commanders. 


Propaganda becomes especially important during the period of preparation for and 
the conduct of comprehensive installation exercises. Clarification of the 
kolkhoz workers’ specific «xs in each phase and the publicizing of the skill- 
ful performance o° those who excelled, for example, contributed a great deal to 
the success of the exercise conducted on the “Leninskiy put’ kolkhoz in 
Besheakovichskiy Rayon, Vitebskaya Oblast. The wall newspaper, operations news 
sheets and special bulletins focused on these same objectives. Propagandists and 
agitators kept the people informed on the exercise, answered their questions and 
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told them about the front-runners in the competition. The highly effective 
propaganda work performed during the exercise was due in great part to the fact 
that Chairman A. Zhurko, chief livestock specialist M. Kolesnikova and chief 
agronomist 0. Dybal' took an active part in it. 


At the Riga Railway Car Plant, on the other hand, mass explanatory and propaganda 
work was conducted poorly during the exercise. The workers taking part in it 
were not very active as a result. 


"Party propaganda and party agitation," Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has stated, “should 
be as substantive as possible. It should be persuasive and should knowledgeably 
answer all of the questions on the minds of the people. When this is the case 

the word of the party can be translated into labor enthusiasm and labor efforts 

on the part of tens of millions of communists and non-members of the party." 
Following these instructions, the communists and civil defense propagandists are 
striving to make their every talk an effective one. The further improvement of 
civil defense propaganda has received the most serious consideration at propagan- 
dist conferences and seminars as well as at report~-and-election meetings of staff 
and course party organizations. They stressed the need to clarify more fully the 
sociopolitical aspects of our civil defense and the humanitarian nature of its 
objectives and tasks, and to explain from the class viewpoint the basic difference 
between the civil defense of the socialist states and that of the imperialist 
countries. The lectures and reports should provide a well-reasoned explanation 

of the increased role of civil defense with respect to insuring the vital 
functioning of the state in time of war, its close linkage with the nation's 
economic, moral-political and scientific and technological potentials, and what 

is required to develop them into active factors. 


One of these requirements is the moral-political and psychological conditioning of 
the Soviet people and their indoctrination in a spirit of communist conviction and 
a sense of duty to the homeland. It is therefore important to make every Soviet 
individual thoroughly aware of the need to prepare seriously for civil defense and 
to make him understand that participation in civil defense activities is necessary 
to fulfill his constitutional duties with respect to strengthening the nation's 
capability. And this work should be performed from the party positions, in 
accordance with the requirements set forth in the well-known decree of the CPSU 
Central Committee. They include the requirement that we strive to conduct our 
propaganda at a high ideological and scientific level, that it be effective and 
concrete and closely linked with life and with the tasks we are performing. 


Making certain that we have good practical training is one of the main tasks in 
civil defense. We know that considerable harm is caused by various kinds of 
allowances and simplifications in the classes, drills and exercise. Despite 
this, some propagandists look over such things and do not subject «em to strict 
party criticism in their talks. As an example, major deficiencies in the civil 
defense trainin, were hushed up at certain irstallations of the Kirghiz SS”, and 
this produced a climate of unwarranted contentment and complacency in tii 
collectives. It is the duty of our propagandists to put their support behiad 
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everything new and progressive, while at the same time resolutely combating 
anything which interferes with progress. This progress is impossible, of course, 
without further improvement in the training of propagandist cadres. 


With this in mind, the party organizations of many civil defense staffs and 
courses and national economic installations, guided by the party organs, con- 
stantly concern themselves with improving the ideological, theoretical and 
special training of the civil defense propagandists. It has become a practice 
in the Latvian SSR to hold annual week-long meetings for them at republic civil 
defense schools. The propagadists are addressed by party and soviet workers, 
civil defense leaders and specialists, and scientists. The participants also 
exchange know-how with each other. 


Many propagandists in the republic perform their work knowledgeably. We have 
heard good reports on communist A. Mutseniyets, who is acting civil defense 
chief of staff for propaganda in Tsesisskiy Rayon. She instructs the formation 
commanders and deputy commanders for political affairs and actively influences 
the work of the civil defense section created within the organization of the 
“Znaniye" society, the rayon u.owspaper and the radio broadcasting committee. 
With her direct assistance the civil defense staff and the DOSAAF committee set 
up an exhibit devoted to civil defense affairs and people and Great Patriotic 

War veterans for the 35th anniversary of the Victory over fascist Germany. The 
propagandist's word carries weight both with the formation members and in the 
services and at national economic installations. It has become a solid tradition 
in this rayon to assign the duties of assistant civil defense chief of staff for 
propaganda to competent communists. They were previously performed by A. Petrsone, 
now chairman of the city soviet of people's deputies. 


The propagandist training is also well arranged in Zhitomirskaya Oblast in the 
Ukrainian SSR. By decision of the party obkom an oblast seminar on civil defense 
propaganda is conducted there each year. Leaders of oblast administrative 
agencies, city and rayon civil defense chiefs of staffs and their assistants for 
propaganda, workers from trade-union, Komsomol and DOSAAF committees, secretaries 
in charge of rayon organizations of the “Znaniye" society, and chairmen of 
ailitary-patriotic indoctrination sections and civil defense propaganda lecture 
groups take part in the seminar. Seminars are held in the rayons as well. These 
also discuss the tasks of civil defense propaganda and the forms and methods 
employed, and study the know-how of the best workers. In addition, the oblast 
civil defense staff invites propagandists to attend comprehensive exercises. 

They help to prepare and conduct civil defense weeks and civil defense days. Not 
only does this increase their knowledge, it also provides them with new vital 
facts and examples. 


The tours by composite groups of lecturers made in Zhitomirskaya Oblast also 
help to improve the skili of the propagandists. Each year the oblast cultural 
administration, the "Znaniye" society and the DOSAAF obkom, together with the 
civil defense staff, arrange two or three such trips to remote areas. The 
propagandists present lectures on general political and defense matters and 











previde local propagandists with all-round assistance. Eapertence has shown that 
there is 4 more efficient exchange of know-how on these trips by the composite 
groups. And thie is one of the requirements for improving civil defense 


propaganda. 


Preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress and the extensive socialist competition 
launched to prepare 4 fitting reception for the congress have opened up rich 
possibilities for achieving 4 new advance in the military-patriotic indoctrinat, 
of the workers and in the publicising of civil defense and its glorious combat 
traditions. Every propagandist should be concerned with disseminating progressive 
experience in the improvement of civil defense and conducting propaganda activities 
at national economic installations, in housing @aintenance and house management 
offices. We gust do a better job of telling about the noble acte of members and 
commanders of the civil defense formations when rescuing p ple and the people's 
property during natural disasters. 


By raising civil defense propaganda to an even higher level we will be making an 
important contribution to the job of indoctrinating the Soviet people in 4 spirit 
of constant readiness to defend the homeland and the revolutionary conquests of 
socialiem, everything created by the heroic labor of the people. Thies is the main 


task of the propagandists. 
COPYRIGHT: "“Voyennyve Znaniya”, 1980 


In Kremenchug 
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[Article by Col #. Mansurov, "With Our Sights on the Front-Runners”) 


[Text] The city of Kremenchug has been awarded the Challenge Red Banner of the 
Poltavekaya Oblast Committee of the Ukrainian Communist Party and the oblispolkom 
‘| times in a row for its successful mass defense work, military-patriot ic 
indoctrination of the workers and civil defense organiztion. As he studied the 
socialist competition, N. Zaludyak, first secretary of the party gorkom, noted 
that the labor collectives «re not satisfied with what they have achieved but are 
attempting to move ahead, to achieve even more. This is equally true with 
respect to the fulfillment of state plan assignments and the improvement of mass 
defense work. 


After this discussion in the gorkom, I visited many national economic facilities 
and saw for gyself how effective the socialist competition in civil defense is 
there. The collectives of all enterprises, institutions, organizations, services 
and paramilitary formations are involved. 


in What ways is effectiveness achieved in the competition’? First of all, chrough 
good organizational and indoctrinational work on the part of party organs, soviet 
and management agencies, installations civil defense staffs and a large defense 
aktiv. This work has been performed with special vigor since the adoption at a 
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meeting of the party-management aktiv of commitments embracing a large range of 
epecific taske facing the workers in the year ahead. 


This year the socialist competition has the sloganr “For the Five-Year Plan=-A 
Shock=Labor Finish: For the 26th CPSU Congrese--A Fitting Reception.” They 
previously fulfilled commitments in honor of the 110th anniversary of the birth 

of Vv. I. Lenin and the 35th anniversary of the Soviet people's Victory in the 
Great Patriotic War. The results were summed in May and discussed at meetings of 
the workers. The party gorkom reviewed them at « special meeting of secretaries 
of party committees and party organisations. it was noted that the communists are 
in the front ranke of the competitors, conscientiously fulfilling their party duty. 
Many of them skillfully supervise services or command formations and inepire the 
others to follow their personal example, achieving overall progress. 


The party organization at the Kremenchug Motor Vehicle Plant hae acquired a great 
deal of experience in organizing civil defense competition. The shop, department, 
shift and section chiefs concern themselves with improving the training process in 
the groupe and with the effectiveness of the classes. Most of the training group 
leaders are engineers or technicians. Many of them have become skilled methods 
experts and have taught their students what practical action to take at civil 
defense warning signals. The classes were completed within the designated t ime 
ae 4 result. Almost all of the blue~ and white-collar workers met the standerds 
with ratings of “good” or “excellent.” 


There are a civil defense training point and a training center at the plant, where 
the formation personnel acquire theoretical knowledge and practical skills. They 
also contain a gallery of photographs of the leaders in civil defense, attractively 
designed displays of photographs depicting various classes and exercises, and 
numerous cups, banners and certificates. 


Socialist commitments are accepted for the entire plant and in the shops, depart- 
mente and paramilitary civil defense formations. Progress in their fulfillment 
is discussed at meetings, described in visual agitation, published in the press 
and announced by local radio. 


The comprehensive installation exercise was 4 real test for the entire enterprise 
collective. it was held in May, during the season of heavy rains. Day and night, 
under adverse, frequently changing situations the formation personnel performed in 
the pouring rain and performed their training tasks, while doing f lood-fighting 
work at the same time. 


The rescue team commanded by B. Lisnenko, with A. Maksimenko as the deputy com- 
mander for political affairs, received a good rating in the exercise. The 
performance of the rescue grou, commanded by A. Novikov was especially instructive. 
It was filmed by the motion picture studio of the Red Banner Kiev Military 
District. The reconnaissance detachment led by design engineer V. Parkhomenko and 
deputy commander for political affairs A. Strel'chenko. 





A great deal of indoctrinational work was performed in the formations during the 
exercise. Temporary party and Komsome| groupe were formed in the rescue team, and 
agitators and editors of operational news sheets were appointed on certain Leame. 
There was not 4 single case of lack of discipline, and none of the equipment broke 
down. Everyone worked in an atmosphere of friendliness, competing to see who could 
perform the assigned task best and most rapidly. 


General director A. Goryainov, party committee secretary V. Ostapenko and civil 
defense chief of etaff F. Khimich show great concern for the improvement of civil 
defense. The staff correctly filled owt all of the plan documents, delivered them 
to those responsible for their fulfillment and operationally directed the forma~ 
tions during the exercise. 


The socialist competition at another large facility--the railway car plant~-alseo 
produces a large effect with respect to achieving good end results by each worker, 
each shop and formation. Conditions conducive to the acquisition of knowledge 
and practical skille in protection against weapone of masse destruction have been 
created at the plant. The training groups are outfitted with everything they need 
for the practical classes. 


The team at the power shop achieved success during the firet six gonthe. Shop 
chief V. Soroka, A. Grigorenko, secretary of the party organization, and V. Ivakhno, 
ehief of the shop civil defense staff, saw to it that all the scheduled activities 
were carried out. The training groupe there had the highest percentage of 
excellent or good ratings for meeting the standards. Everyone has learned how to 
take rapid and well-organized action at civil defense warning signals. 


In the spring and summer of this year plant formations helped battle the floods 
and demonstrated good training, organization and psychological stability when they 
had to counteract the thrust of the water. 


The team at the Kremenchug Wheel Plant have also done a great deal to improve civil 
defense. Civil defense activities are set down in 4 collective g@greement, thereby 
underscoring the role of civil defense, which is an integral part of the tean's 
production life. At weekly planning seetings gant director V. Belan hears a brief 
report from the chief of staff on the training and the resolution of other satters 
pertaining to protection against modern weapons. The results of socialist 
competition in civil defense are summed up sonthly by 4 sass production committee 
made up of members of that plant trade-union committee and the staff, and are 
considered on the same level with other indices. The winners are recognized in 
orders and are awarded monetary prizes. 


As another example, production socialist competition at the Kremenchug Steel 
Foundry is organically tied in with the collective's civil defense commitments. 
When those in charge give a good rating for the performance of a specific worker, 
master of engineer, they do not forget to sey something about how he has fulfil led 
his civil defense commitments. This rule, which wight at first glance appear .. 
be a simple one, increases the people's sense of responsibility and motivates the. 
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to demonstrate initiative. Well-known plant rationalisere 8. Thalenko, I. 
Limarenko and M. Omel'yanenko, for example, introduced into the training system 
@ specialized, electrified classroom and a light~-and-sound signal device which 
makes it possible with total accuracy to wonitor the time while 4 group attempts 
to meet the civil defense standards. 


The plant formations battled the elements during the epring flooding season. The 
power shop's emergency equipment group headed by master Ye. Kolodyashnyy 
especially distinguished iteelf. It laid 250 meters of pipe within a short time 
and activated 4 pumping unit on one of the dark rainy nights. 


The battle against flooding provided a good school of practical experience for 
many of the city's civil defense formations. The city soviet of people's deputies 
relied upon this well-organised force as it mobilized the people for sopping-up 
operations after the flooding. 


City and installation party, soviet, sanagement, trade-union and Komsomol 
organizations involve the blue~ and white-collar workers and the youth, as well 
ae those members of the population not employed in production or in the services, 
extensively in the socialist competition in masse defense work. Civil defense 
matters are periodically discussed at meetings of the party and trade-union com- 
mittees. Twice thie year, a8 en example, the party committee at the Kremenchug 
Knitwear Factory reviewed the state of civil defense at the inetallation in their 
meetings. Shop party bureaus aleo held nine meetings in the shops to discuss the 
fulfillment of socialist commitments. 


Today the Kremenchug workers, like those of the entire nation, are occupied with a 
single thought-—-to greet ( 76th congress of our party with new achievements 
increasing our homeland's «conomic and defense strength. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Voyennyye Znaniya”, 1980 


Training Films Discussed 
Moscow VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA in Russian Wo 12, Dec 80 signed to presse 10 Nov 80 p 10 
[Article by 8. Nikitin and S. Marakushev: “By Means of Films”) 


[Text] Films on civil defense are important for teaching the population methods 
and weans of protection against weapons of sass destruction. Many such films 
have been produced in recent years. Such films as “Civil Defense Is 4 Matter For 
All the People” and “Pacing Danger” explain the significance of civil defense and 
the basic civil defense seasures, and explain to the viewers how important they 
are and why they must be fulfilled. The films “Methods of Performing Rescue 
Work,” "General and Personal Decontamination” and “Helping Oneself and Others In 
Areas of Devastation” systematically explain specific aspects of civil defense 
end demonstrate the basic techniques and sethods of protection against weapons of 
mass destruction. 








We can see that the filme have a fairly broad range of subjects. When the 
inatructor sete up 4 clase with a film, he quet therefore firet select a film in 
keeping with the subject. Films can be the main part of the class or they can be 
weed ae an introduction to the subject. Portions of a film can be shown through 
out the clase or the film can be shown in ite entirety as 4 summation or a review 
of the material covered. In any case, however, we recommend that the inetructor 
firet explain the film and draw attention to those parte which most clearly 
illustrate the subject being studied. 


When it is planned to show portions of the film individually, the instructor should 
view it in advance and place marke on the frames or insert slips of paper to mark 
the desired scenes. The procedure for showing the film portions must be 

arranged with the projectioniet. It will be more effective, of course, if the 
instructor himself learns to operate a portable projector like the "Ukraina” or 
"Shkol'nik."” The lesson plan should take into account the fact that approxi- 
mately 10 minutes is required to show one section of a film. 


Where and how does one obtain films on civil defense?’ 


These films are available at film rental offices and departments. The property 

of USSR Goskino [State Committee for Cinematography], they may be loaned tempo- 
rarily to various organizations. in order to obtain a film it is necessary to 
submit a requisition for the specific film to the film rental office (or depart- 
ment) one and a half to two months in advance, indicating the planned dates for 
showing the film. The recipient of a film also needs to fill out an authorization 
and settle financial matters. The charge is 10 kopecks per day for one section of 
a film for films shown free for civil defense training and propaganda purposes. 


National economic installations, educational institutions and housing operation 
offices with projection equipment gust register it at film rental offices or 
departments. Otherwise, a film can only be obtained through the nearest movie 
theater or club and with the condition that there is a state fire inspection report 
that the building in which the file is to be shown meets fire-safety rules. 


Every instructor is required to know the procedure for obtaining films. Civili 
defense staffs and courses, with the instructor, must therefore get to know the 
administration of 411 national economic installations. 


The civil defense staffs must also exercise strict, daily control over the 
availability and efficient use of films at local film rental offices. There is 
frequently a shortage of copies within the film rental system because of unwar- 
ranted delays in returning them by certain facilities. Taking advantage of the 
fact that fines imposed by the film rental service for failure to return films by 
the designated date are relatively small, certain installation leaders will keep 
rented films for several gonths without any special need. 
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The use of films in civil defense (raining and propaganda for the population should 
be closely coordinated by the civil defense staff with file production and file 
rental agencies. The etaff, which has 4 copy of a civil defense file file, 
compiled by the film rental office, should keep inetructore up to date on film 
available for rental. 


Staff workers should know that a record is kept on each new film received at the 
film rencal office, which indicates the qumber of times it can be shown. It is 
calculated a single copy of a film can be shown approximately 400 times. The 
office must recondition a copy after 9 to 100 showings. The staff can therefore 
extend the life of film copies by monitoring their technical condition. 


Experience has shown that monthly and daily plane and schedules for showing filme, 
worked out jointly by civil defense etaffe and file rental offices, help to make 
fuller and more efficient use of films. Civil defense courses are given firet 
consideration in these plans, followed by large national economic installations. 


“Round-robin" showing of films, for example, has proven to be a good planning 
system. Under thie system «a number of film facilities of a city or rayon show 
one or several filme by turn. After « file passes through the entire “cycle,” it 
is returned to the film rental department to be checked and repaired. It is then 

on to « group of file facilities making up another “cycle.” The “round- 
robin" system can also be successfully set up with the help of civil defense 
motor vehicle clubs. 
In 


is a good idea to schedule special 
of civil defense films, to include them as additions to the main sovie 
program at movie theaters and clubs and over local television, and to include 
nm the program for state and trede union portable projection wnits, which 
ilms in the open air during the summertime, at parks, in equares and at 
other special sites. 


L 


The scheduling of evenings of special-eubject files, film festivals and sonthe, 
10-day periods and weeke of civil defense films deserves consideration as 4 method 
of working with film. 


In conclusion, we would like to underscore once again the fact that the staffs can 
considerably improve the effectiveness and quality of the population's civil 
defense training by exercising strict control over the availability, the quality 
and wee of civil defense films at local file rental offices, and by the goal- 
oriented and timely showing of films at national economic installations, in civil 
defense courses, at movie theaters and clubs, under extended programs and 
according to precisely compiled plans and schedules. 
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[Article by 8. Travkin, aseietant plant director for civil defense, Ryazanskaya 
Oblast: “There Ie No Such Thing As Uniaportant Training Matters") 


[Text] Preparations for the new training year were begun long ago at our civil 
defense installation. Firet of all, the staff found and carefully studied the 


deficiencies. We took another look at the concluding order ieeued by the new 
civil defense chief at the installation, which assigned «pecific taske to the 
service chiefe and subdivision leaders. We checked to see that everything 
possible had been done to prevent a repeat of the deficiencies in the new training 
year. <Aod there were many deficiencies: scheduled classes were carried over; 
solid kill wae not acquired in the use of individual protective equipment; the 
trainees had 4 poor knowledge of the civil defense warning signals and did not 
react properly to them; and there were simplifications and conditionalities in the 
practical exercises, especially drille in what to do in centers of destruct ion. 


"What is so important about that?" some instructors reasoned. “A petty detail. 
Imagine, we held the clase not at the echeduled time, but the next day...." 


This sort of thing results from a lack of discipline on the part of the instructor 
himself, however, and it could cause the trainees to lose enthusiasm. And what 
about the simplifications and conditionalities? In one of the practical classes 
on “What To Do Im Areas of Radioactive, Chemical or Bacteriological Contamination,” 
some of the trainees removed their gas maske and respirators too soon after 
leaving the area. 


“That wae just practice,” they told ge when I commented on their actions. 


But when I explained to them the possible consequences of this sort of “petty 
detail” in an actual area of contamination, they understood that they must not 
take shortcuts, whether they be in exercises, competitions or practical classes. 


| discussed ways of eliminating these and other shortcomings, which might appear 
to be insignificant “trifles,” with the instructors at 4 seminar held prior to 
the beginning of the new training year. 


In or’er to help the population memorize the civil defense warning signals and 
the actions to be taken upon hearing these signals, we had a suitable poster 

printed at a local printing office and provided copies to all the groups. We 
worked out organizational and methodological instructions for each instructor. 
We reviewed and renewed the visual aids and replenished the training supplies. 


in the new training year we are attempting to see that the “petty details” 
mentionea above are not repeated and that the trainees increase their knowledge 
and improve their practical skills. This will make it possible for us to 


fulfill our socialist commitments in the pre-congress competition in civil 
defense. 


oCoprercir "Voyennyve Znaniya”, 1980 














In Moskovekaya Oblast 
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[Article by N. Smirnov, senior inetructor of civil defense courses in Moskovekaya 
Oblast: "...In Order To Know How") 


[Text] Achieve the end result at the smallest cost. This principle has special 
significance for civil defense. When working in a center of masse destruction, 
any unwarranted, wasteful use of time or forces can result in additional, serious 
losses. But do we always train commanders and chiefs and the formation personne] 
to make the best poseible decisions with respect to the use of forces, time and 
@eans’ 


One sometimes observes a scene such as the following. In a comprehensive, 
inetallation exercise obstructions are being removed in an area of nuclear 
destruction. The crane and bulldozer operators and drivers sit in the cabs of 
their vehicles in gas masks or even in protective uniforms. Because of this they 
are functioning slowly, sluggishly, losing valuable minutes. And any delay can 
result in overexposure to those taking part, including the rescue workers, who are 
exposed to greater danger than a driver protected by the body of his motor vehicle. 


Why, ae another example, should a radiation specialist monitoring the irradiation 
of the people wear a gas mask and a L-| protective uniform? Would it not be 
better in such cases for them to wear a simple cotton-and-gauze strip or fabric 
dust mask and cottor coveralls? 


The overanxiety and excessive caution with respect to the use of individual 
protective equipment possibly resulte from the fact that the authors of general 
civil defense literature, in our opinion, sometimes unjustifiably exaggerate the 
degree of danger from radioactive dust and make invalid suggestions. The guide, 
“avariynyye raboty na kommunal'nykh setyakh v ochagakh yadernogo porazheniya” 
[Bmergency Work on Public Utility Systems in Areas of Nuclear Destruction] by 
Yu. Yu. Kammerer and A. Ye. Kharkevich (Stroyizdat, Moscow, 1972, 34 edition 
with supplement, p 248), “or example, states the following: “Safety measures 
for people in an area of radioactive contamination should focus on protecting them 
against radiation. First of all, they should protect the respiratory organs and 
the skin, fcr which purpose people working in a contaminated area should have gas 
gasks and protective clothing.” 


Let us try to determine whether this is so, or whether this sort of protective 


equipment might result in overexposure for people working in a center of 
devastation. 


We know that people in an area contaminated with radioactive substances can recdve 
irradiation in the form of external gamma radiation, contamination of exposed 
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parte of the body, clothing and protective equipment by radioactive substances 
or by taking in radioactive substances along with air, water or food. What is 
the relative importance of each of these factors in the total amount of 
irrediation? 


Radioactive substances descending from the cloud of a nuclear explosion on land 
create a flux of direct and diffused gamma radiation in an open area. It has 
great penetrating capacity and spreads out hundreds of meters in the air. 
Individual protective equipment does not protect one against it. External gamma 
radiation may account for 60 to 90 percent of the total amount of irradiation 
received from all three sources. The more time elapsed since the nuclear 
explosion, the greater is ite relative importance. 


An individual working in an extremely dusty area or in a grassy area following 
a rain is exposed to external gamma radiation, regardless of whether he is wearing 
@ gas mask, a respirator or protective clothing. 


A second source of danger is the contamination of exposed portions of the body, 
clothing or protective clothing by radioactive dust. This sort of irradiation 
is possible when people are in an area when radioactive dust settles to earth 
from the cloud formed by a nuclear explosion on land or are working in extremely 
dusty conditions. 


The dust, of course, contains radioactive isotopes, which emit alpha, beta and 
gamma radiation. The quantity of alpha-active isotopes ia the wake of the 
radioactive cloud is extremely emall, and even these have a poor penetrating 
capacity. Their effect upon the body is therefore not especially dangerous. 


Gamma and beta particles which pass through the clothing irradiate the body 
surface (beta radiation) or deeper levels (gamma radiation). The human skin is 
very resistent to the effects of radiation, however. A dose of up to 500 roergens 
causes no damage. Doses of 1,000 to 1500 roentgens, however, can produce 
radiation injury of average severity tc the skin and are possible when parts of 
the body ere exposed for long periods of time to radioactive dust at the time of 
its fallout (see "Meditsinskaya sluzhba grazhdanskoy oborony" [The Civil Defense 
Medical Service), edited by Professor F. G. Krotkov, academician of the USSR 
Academy of Medical Sciences, Meditsina, Moscow, 1975). 


External gamma rad_ation presents the greatest danger during this time, however. 
This is why people should take cover in shelters or radiation-proof structures 

at the signal “Radiation Danger." As time passes following the fallout of 
radioactive dust, radiation levels drop rapidly, and there is insignificant 
contamination of the skin or protective clothing when working in an area in which 
the path of the radioactive cloud has already taken shape. 


Radioactive dust in the air, food or water can enter the lungs, the gastrointes- 
tinal tract or the blood and produce internal irradiation of the vital organs. 
A gas mask does in fact provide a reliable protection against this third source 
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of rediation. The fect is, however, that internal irradiation does not exceed 
@ emall percentage of the total dose (see "Wediteinskaya sluzhba grazhdanskoy 
Oborony"). We should keep in mind the Janger of internal irradiation of the 
thyroid gland by isotopes of radioactive iodine from the consumption of contami- 
nated ailk the firet two weeks. This has uo direct bearing upon the use 
of individual protective equipment, however. 









And #0, external gaemms radiation is still the asain source of radioactive danger 
for people located in an open area contaminated with radioactive substances. We 
can draw « number of important conclusions from this, which will determine our 
ectiones and our selection of individual protective equipment. 


The size of the dose of external gamma rediation will depend aainly upon gamma 
rediation levels and the amount of time spent in an exposed area. The dose can 
be cut by reducing the amount of time spent working in the contaminated area. 

is done by increasing the number of work shifte (which will present certain 
difficulties in a wartime situation) or by increasing labor productivity, and this 
depends to a considerable degree upon the proper selection of individual protec- 


tive equipment. 


Experience has shown that labor productivity is reduced significantly for 
individuals working in gas masks or standard protective clothing, while the time 
required to perform the job and consequently, the possible dose of radiation 
received by the people, increase. Because of this the best way to work in an 
open area conteminated with radioactive substances is to use a respirator (a 
fabric dust mask or cotton-and-gauze strip), and cotton coveralls and boots as 


protective clothing. 


This is the best means of protection in such a situation, because it makes it 
possible to reduce the amount of time required to perform the job, thereby 
reducing the amount of radiation received by the people. And it is absolutely 
unnecessary for a bulldozer or crane operator engged in rescue or emergency 
repair work to wear a gas mask and special protective clothing. 


We feel that this method can be ignored when the use of a gas mask and standard 
protective clothing is required in order to make the work harder for the formation 
personnel, in order to train them and retest their stamina. This should be 
agreed upon in advance, however, so that the participants in the exercise or 
special tactical training fully understand whether it is actually necessary or 

is only being done for the sake of training and can operate with full awareness 
of the situation. 


The USSR Civil Defense Staff has worked out standard procedures for protecting 
blue- and white-collar workers and the population against radiation. The 
practica)] mastery of these procedures depends greatly upon us instructors in 
che civil defense courses. We need to cover assessment of the radiation 
situation more thoroughly and in greater depth in the classes and link them more 
closely with the tasks which the trainees are expected to perform. After all, 
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the most important way to protect people against radiation when working in an 
open area with radioactive contamination essentially lies in properly determining 
how long they should work, based upon the permissible radiation dose. 
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In a Kazan’ Aviation Institute 
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{Article by I. Kraenov, civil defense chief of staff at the institute, Kazan’: 
"As A Result—Subs' oot ta) Know ledge" ] 


[Text] Constant attention from che rector's office, the party committee, the 
dean's offices and the department party organizations ie making it possible 
successfully to train the professors and instructors, blue- and white-collar 
workers under the civil defense program at the Kazan' Aviation Institute imeni 
A. N. Tupolev. The classes are set up for departments, laboratories and sections. 
At the rector's order the best qualified instructors and scientifio workers in 
each structural subdivision has been designated as instructors These include 
many reserve officers and veterans of the Armed Forces, such as Candidate of 
Technical Sciences Ye. Manokha, A. Mironov, A. Kharchev, A. <alinin and others. 
They not only conduct classes under the 20-hour progres, but also take an active 
part in the accomplishment of other important civil defense tasks. The depart- 
ment heads rightly regard them as reliable assistants. 


A great deal of attention is devoted to the selection and training of instructors 
and to the work performed with them. A training methods seminar is held for 
them cach year, before the training year begine. At the seminar we sum up the 
results of the previous training year, assign the tasks for the new one, conduct 
classes on instructional methods and issue the necessary training documents and 
outlines for the most difficult subjects. There is always an exchange of know- 
how at the seminar. The best i tructors tell how they conduct the classes, 
what visual training aids they se and how they stimulate the trainees to be 
highly active. Institute civil defense instructors and instructors from the 
republic and rayon courses participate in the seminar. 


The work of instructors A. Kharchev (department of projective geometry and 
drawing), A. Bayburin (department of aerodynamics and hydrodynamics) and 2. 
Akhtyamov (department of jet engines) was studied and summarized last year. 

Each of them has his own outstanding qualities. The department of jet engines, 
for example, has well designed visual training aids, which Comrade Akhtyamov 
skilliully uses in the classes. Instructors A. Kharchev and A. Bayburin know how 
to take a differentiated approach to various categories of trainees, acco: ing 
to training background, age and other characteriatics. 


We have many veteran instructors like these. The discussion of methods in the 
seminar is therefore concrete and goal-oriented, and it always arouses great 
interest in the participants. 
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The department of theoretical principles of heat engineering stands out among 

the institute's structural subdivisions for its good organization. Professor V. 
Shechukin, department director, always starts off the first civil defense class. 
Candidate of technical sciences A. Mironov, former instructor at a military 
school, conducts the classes with methodological correctness, and in an interesting 


and meaningful manner. 


I should mention the fact that the first class under the 20-hour program in the 
other subdivisions is also ordinarily taught by the department heads or section 
chiefs. In accordance with the rector's order, they sum up the results of the 

past training year and assign the tasks for the new one. 


Institute and department civil defense staffs and instructors in the civil 
defense course monitor the training and help the instructors. Classes on medical 
subjects in all the subdivisions are conducted by physicians from the out-patient 
clinic, assisted by veteran members of the volunteer medical teams. 


Training under the 20-hour program is concluded with final exercises and testing 
for the civil defense norms. Grades are given in the process, which are taken 
into account when the results of the socialist competition are summed up in the 
departments and at the institute as a whole. 


More than 4,000 people passed the tests in 1980. The testing was preceded by a 
great deal of organizational work. The institute civil defense staff compiled 

a schedule, coordinating it in advance with the dean's offices and departments, 
amd worked out a list of questions covering all of the subjects in the program. 
The texts of the norms were duplicated and passed out to all the subdivisions. 

Reviews, consultations and drills were set up in the departments, laboratories 

and sections. A training center was set up in a protective installation. 


The tests were given by staff workers and instructors with the institute civil 
defense course. A total of 10 to 12 people went through the training center 
simultaneously, each of them being tested for two norms: the use of individual 
and collective protective equipment, and the rendering of first aid. The latter 
testing was performed by a physician, wh» also answered one or two theoretical 


quest ions. 


The testing was completed before the beginning of the spring exams. The best 
grades were made in departments under the school of automatic control and air- 
craft equipment systems. S. Dmitriyev, dean of the school, and party bureau 
secretary A. Shilov personally monitored the classes and preparations for the 
final exam, and saw to it that the trainees were well organized. 


This is not the first year for such final exams at our institute. We have become 
convinced that by ending the year's training in this way we stimulate the 
trainees and help them to gain a better grasp of the material and help them with 
the practical mastery of techniques and methods of protection against weapons 

of mass destruct ion. 
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The final exam requires considerable rganizational work. The end result-- 
substantial knowledge and improved preparedness on the part of the collective 
for the practical performance of civil defense taske—makes up for all the time 
and effort we put into the job, however. 
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Readers Comment on Training 
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[Commentary on letters from readers: "Under Complicated Conditions") 


{Text} The letters to the editors are increasingly mentioning exercises and 
classes, drills and competitions conducted in a complicated situat ion-——in 
inclement weather, under conditions characteristic of an area of multiple 
destruction, and so fiith. This is necessitated by the times. It is one of the 
factors contributing to the continued improvement of civil defense training, its 
effectiveness and quality. 


The special tactical exercise conducted at the Voronezh Association for the 
Production of Forging and Pressing Equipment imeni Kalinin was a test of 
maturity, persistence and stamina, a serious test of the ability of formation 
personnel to function in an unaccustomed and difficult situation. The exercise 
was discussed in a letter by G. Vinokurov. 


The volunteer medical team was to operate in an area of multiple destruction, in 
the wintertime. The weather was cold--more than 20° below zero—and there was a 
strong, northerly wind. The assigned tasks were accomplished despite the 
difficulties, however. 


What accounted for the success in that important training exercise? First of 

all, it was the great importance attached to it by the installation's civil 
defense leadership and its party organization. Matters pertaining to the prepara- 
tion and conduct of the exercise were discussed more than once in the office of 
the association's assistant general director, in the partv committee and the 
trade-union works committee. A great deal of attention was devoted to political- 
indoctrinational work and to the deveiopment of the necessary moral-political 

and psychological qualities in the personnel. 


Meetings were arranged for this purpose between members of the volunteer medical 
team and Great Patriotic War veterans, civil defense veterans and activists with 
the Red Cross Society. War veteran A. Gudokova, as an example, told about the 
daily combat work performed by the girls on the volunteer medical teams and about 
their «vurage on the field of battle. L. Zlobina, commander of a volunteer 
medical team, and 0. Bulavina, chairman of the primary organization of the Red 
Cross Society, told about their work in a complicated situation of centers of 
destruction as participants in competitions. Their impressions, practical advice 
and suggestions gave the medical team workers confidence and helped them to find 
the correct solution to a number of practical problems arising during the 
preparations. 
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The outfitting of the pessonnel also presented some problems. At first, for 
example, there was the problem of keeping the members’ hands ware while 
observing all the necessary requirements for providing firet aid to victims. 
Preliminary drills had shown that it is not easy to work in rubber gloves in 
extreme cold: One rapidly loses the use of his fingers. Veteran personnel came 
to the rescue. At their advice the medical team workers wore cloth gloves over 
their rubber gloves while they worked, putting mittens on over these during their 
brief breaks. 


Special travois-type affairs were prepared to make it easier to evacuate victims 
from the area. In view of the fact that it was wintertime, careful thought was 
given to even the slightest details of the forthcoming work, and everything which 
might affect the outcome was dealt with in advance. 


The thoroughly considered and conscientiously performed preparatory work attests 
the great sense of responsibility with which the directors and participants 
approached the organization of ihe special tactical exercise. 


The more difficult the job ahead, the more thorough must be the preparations. It 
is not surprising that many of our writers discuss preparatory measures in such 
detail. We have received letters abovt them from such individuals as P. Troynyak, 
chairman of the Ternopol'skaya Oblast committee of the Red Cross Society, and 

P. Venger, assistant director of the oblast department of public health. They 
told how two rayons in the oblast—Chortkovskiy and Kremenetskiy--set up and 
conducted winter competitions among medical teams. 


Installation civil defense leaders brought the formations’ equipment up to the 
officially required level and acquired warm clotting such as pullovers, cotton 
trousers, fur caps with earflaps, felt boots and galoshes, and warm gloves for 
the members. Organizers of the competitions increased the number of people on 
standby and judges for each phase of the exercise to make it possible to maneuver 
the personnel and provide temporary replacements. Doctors from the rayon 
hospital conducted a special briefing on frostbite prevention. Before the team 
left for the area of devastation, the senior judge checked the equipment of the 
personnel and briefly reviewed the procedure for working under winter conditions. 
In order to keep the medical team members from becoming too cold while they 
waited their turn, the equipment and drill training were inspected striccly 
according to schedule. 


Thoroughness and efficiency in the organization of the competitions and in the 
work of the judging team, the concern shown for people engaged in a serious job, 
and a climate of overall concern for the outcome all had a great deal to do with 
the success of the competitions. Despite the difficulties and the great 
physical and psychological stress, the participants left the competitions 
satisfied, in a good mood and with a desire to take an even more active part in 
civil defense activities. 
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Vafortunately, thie was not true of participants in rayon competitio.s among 
medical teams held in the village of Krasnoarmeyskaya, Krasnodarekiy Kray. The 
weather there aleo turned owt bad: It was only 5° above sero, raining and windy. 
Unlike the workers in Ternopol'skaya Oblast, the organisers of these competitions 
were unprepared for the unexpected cold weather. They decided to go ahead with 
the competitions, however. 


It seemed like the intelligent thing to do, writes A. Malyehev, civil defense 
chief of staff at Kra. noarmeyekiy Elevator, but we epent an hour and a half 
deciding on organizational matters. During thie time, the judges, who had noc 
been informed about the postponement, were getting soaked in the rain. Com- 
munications were poorly organised at the site of the competitions, and there was 
no precise procedure for starting the teams out on the separate phases. The 
medical team gembers waited an hour or wore in light clothing for the order to 
—_ AW ¢ and they waited again after the competitions for the resulte to 


The author of the letter went on to say that despite the difficult conditions, 
all of the participants should receive satisfaction and benefit from the competi- 
tions, and the spectators should be glad to watch them. And he is absolutely 


right. 


When we speak of training performed in a complicated situation, we are not 
referring to difficulties arising because of someone's lack of organization or 
incompetence, irresponsibility or indifference. On the contrary, thie kind of 
training demands maximum foresight and concern for the people on the part of the 


organizers. 


Ae far ae thie specific case is concerned, we will consider it .o be the result 
of an accidental oversight on the part of the competition organizers. We have 
grounds for doing this, since, as Comrade Malyshev writes, the rayon civil defense 
leaders and the installation civil defense chiefs devote a great deal of attentin 
to civil defense. 


In connection with this, it would be worthwhile to underscore the fact that there 
are good reasons for recommending that compet tions among medical teams be 
conducted at various times of the year, at night a*° well as during the day. Had 
the comrades from Krasnoarmeyskiy Rayon followed thie recommendation more 
strictly, it is unlikely that the unexpected change in the weather would have 


caught them unprepared. 


Unfortunately, we are forced to say that the editors still receive reports on 
competitions conducted according to a simplified program, at locations unsuiteble 
for the purpose. The Statute on Competitions Among Medical Teams and Medical 

Aid Posts absolutely forbids conducting them in woods or parks or at other 
locations not equipped for the purpose. Preparation of the competition srea is 
assigned to the organizational and judging committees. Responsibility for settin: 
up and conducting the competitions is borne by the corresponding committees of the 
Red Crowes and Red Crescent Societies, civil defense and public health agerc ics 
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We have been discussing medical teams in this article. Training in complicated 
situations ie not just for medical formationa, however. It would be helpful for 
our other readere to share their experience. 


COPYRIGHT: "Voyennyye Zaaniya", 1980 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


CONDITIONS IN LAOS DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKA SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to prese 
5 Nov 80 pp 69-73 


[Article by Candidate of Historical Sciences Yu. Irkhin: “Laos on the Path of 
Building Socialien") 


(Text) With each passing year the international positions of the countries in the 
socialist commonwealth grow stronger. Their successes in tuilding 4 new society 
inspire the peoples of other states to etruggle for national independence, democracy 
and socialiem. The General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, from the rostrum of the 26th CPSU Congress said: 

deny that the influence of the soc the 
becoming ever stronger and ever deeper. 
mankind as a whole and for everyone who 
and progress.” 


The victory in 1975 of the national democratic revolution in Laos was 4 vivid con- 
firmation of the theses of the 25th CPSU Congress on the steady strengthening of the 
positions of the nations in the socialist commonwealth and the growing attract ive 
example of socialism. This revolution brought this one of the oldest states of 
Indochina to the path leading to socialiem. At present the Laotian revolution has 
entered a new stage, the stage of socialist transformations. In bypassing the capi- 
talist stage of development, the people, under the leadership of the People's Revo- 
lutionary Party of Lacs (PRPL) have begun to build the bases of a socialist society. 
In describing the revolutionary changes in Laos, Comrade L. |. Brezhnev pointed out 
at the October (1976) Pleaum of the CPSU Central Committee: “...We have every rea- 
eon to say that in Laos the family of socialist states is gaining 4 new member” 
(“Lenineskia Karson” [By the Leninist Course), Vol 6, p 159). Along with socialist 
Vietnam, Laos has now become an important outpost of socialiem in Southeast Asia. 












"No objective person can 
course of world events is 





December 2 marke the fifth anniversary of the proclamation of the Laotian People's 
Democratic Republic [LPDR). The birth of the LPDR was preceded by 4 long and «tub- 
born struggle of the Laotian people against the foreign colonialists. The important 
etrategic position which Laos occupies on the Indochinese Peninsula, has iong «t- 
tracted the attention of the imperialist powers who have endeavored to turn the 
"Kingdom of a Million Elephants and the White Parasol” into a colony and strongpoint 
for the spread of their influence through Indochina and Southeast Asia. In 1893, 
Laos was seized by France and declared to be its protectorate. Later Laos along 
with the previously ceaquered Vietnam and Cambodia was incorporated as pert of the 
vast irench colonial possession in Indochina. 
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The defeat of Nasi Germany and militaristic Japan in World War Il, with the Soviet 
Union making the decisive contribution to this, helped to create favorable condi- 
tions for strengthening the anticolonial actions of the Indochinese peoples. The 
Laotian people conducted their struggle for freedom and indep mdence against the 
common enemy of the French colonialiste together with the peoples of Vietnam and 
Kampuchea. Vor a long time thie struggle wae carried out under the unified leader 

ship of the Communist Party of Indochina (CPIC) which arose in 1930 under the in- 
fluence of the Great October Socialist Revolution. After the decision of the CPIC 
to organize communist parties in each country of Ladochina on 22 March 1955, the 
PRPL wae founded and it became the vanguard of the liberation movement for the Lao-~ 
tian workere. 


Ase a result of the decisive actions by the Indochinese peoples for independence and 
social progress, 4 people's democratic revolution wae victorious in August 1945 in 

the firet socialist estate appeared in Southeast Asia. Under the direct 
the August revolution, the liberation movement of the Laotian patriots 





Democratic Republic of Vietnam. A treaty was signed between the two countries on 
military cooperation in the struggle against imperialicn. 


The French colonialistse, in endeavoring to recapture their lost positions, in 1946, 
with the support of the U.S. imperialist circles, reoccupied Laos and Cambodia and 
began an aggressive war against the Vietnamese people. in Laos the king Sisavang 
Vong was replaced on the throne. The invasion of the coloniaiists was greeted with 
a decisive rebuff by the Laotian patriots. The revolutionary movement encompassed 
the entire country and led to the creation of the Lao Liberation Front which was 
headed by the communists. Upon the initiative of K. Phomvihan on 20 January 1949, 
in the northeastern regions of the country, the Lao People's Liberation Army (LPLA) 
was created and this conducted a decisive struggle against the colonialists. The 
LPLA unite, in cooperating with detachments of Vietnamese popular volunteers, by 
1954 had Liberated almost one-half of the Laotian territory with a population of 
over 1 million persons. 


The combat unity of the Vietnamese, Laotian and Cambodian patriots and the support 
for their just etruggle by the socialist countries were important factors in the 
victory over the French colonialists. After 9 years of fierce battles, the peoples 
of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia defeated the colonialist troops and forces the imper- 
ialists into talks. The Soviet Union supported the examination of the Indochinese 
question at a conference held in Geneva in 1954 for the ministers of foreign affairs 
of France, Great Britain, the United States, the USSR and PRC. In accord with the 
conference decisions, France withdrew ite troops from Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
and recognized their independence. The legal status of the revolutionary military 
unite of the Pathet Lao was also recognized by the Geneva agreements. The two 
northern provinces of Phong Saly and Sem Neus, the first liberated regions of Laos, 
became their areas. 


Hovever, soon after the signing of the Geneva Agreements American imperialism set 
out to undermine them in endeavoring to turn Laos into a springboard for aggressive 
actions against socialiem and the national liberation movement in the region. For 
achieving these objectives, the U.S. ruling circles, together with the reactionary 
forces of Laos and the Saigon puppets, initiated extensive military operations 
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against the Laotian patriots, From 1964, the overseas vultures from South Vietnam 
ese territory began intensive bombing against the Laotian regions under the control 
of the patriotic forces, For counterrevolutionary actions, the U.S. CIA organized 
in Laos epecial troops numbering 30,000 persons headed by Gen Vang Pao. American 

“advieers"” were also involved in the operations against the patriots, and by the 

middle of the 1960's these qumbered 12,000 men, There were aleo soldiers and offi- 
cers from the Saigon Army, Thai and Taiwanese mercenaries ae well ae unite from the 


Royal Laotian Army. 


The struggle of the Laotian people against American imperialiam and ite puppets was 
organized and inepired by the PRPL. Under ite leadership, all the progressive 
forces of the nation were united into the Lao Patriotic Front (LPF). The member of 
the PRPL Central Committee Souphanouvong was elected chairman of the LPF Central 
Committee, and K. Phomvihan became one of the leaders of the LPF. By the beginning 
of the 1970's, the revolutionary forces of Laos had achieved significant successes. 
They controlled three-quarters of the nation's territory with around one-half of 
the population. In these areas a people's democratic order was created and this was 
the basie for the national democratic revolution throughout the country. 


The succesees of the Laotian patriote and the defeat of the pro-American reactionary 
regimes in Saigon and Phnom Penh favored the further broadening of the influence of 
the LPP and PRPL. In 1974, coalition bodies were formed in Laos in the form of the 
Provisional Government of National Unity and the National Political Coalitional 
Council. These were based upon the principles of equal representation of the pacri- 
otic forces and the probourgeois administration in Vientiane, the Laotian capital. 
The organization of the coalition bodies showed the increased authority and strength 
of the LPF and the PRPL. 


In May 1975, the PRPL Central Committee urged the people to take power in their 
hands throughout the country. As a result of the actions by broad etrata of the 
population and with the support of LPLA unite which had entered the Vientiane sone 
(southwestern Laos), in this region 4 reorganization and democratization of the 
estate apparatus, the local administrative bodies, the army and police were succese- 
fully carried out. The reactionary figures were expelled from them. The partit ion- 
ing of the nation into two zones had actually ceased to exist. In August 1975, 
throughout Laos the process was completed of replacing the old authorities with the 
new people's revolutionary bodies, and in November elections were held for the local 
councils of people's representatives and here the patriotic forces of the nation 
headed by the PRPL were victorious. 


On 1 December 1975, in Vientiane the National Congress of People's Representatives 
wae opened and on the following day this approved a decision to abolish the monarchy 
and proclaim the formation of the LPDR. The Supreme People's Assembly (the highest 
body of state power) was elected headed by Souphanouvong and the republic government 
was organized headed by K. Phomvihan. 


In the forefront were the tasks of strengthening the people's democratic svatem, the 
rebuilding and development of the economy and the carrying out of profoun’ socio- 
economic changes. The Laotian people led by their militant vanguard the PRP, beg » 
to conetruct the bases of a socialist society. These historic tasks had to be car- 
ried out under difficult conditions. 











The young republic, step by step, overcame the severe consequences of the age-old 
backwardness and the M0-year war and it carried out important economic, social and 
cultural changes. In 1975-1976, all major enterprises were nationalized in Laos. 
Baterprises of the state and state-private sector now play the leading role in the 
economy, Private enterprises have remained but they have been put under the control 
of the state, Enterprises the owners of which have fled abroad or were involved in 
the counterrevolution were managed by revolutionary committees consisting of repre- 
sentatives of the workers and white collar personnel. 


In the LPDR the financial system, exporte and imports have been nationalized, All 
financial and foreign trade operations are carried out through the State Bank and 
the Bank for Foreign Trade. The sales of products inside the country and wholesale 
trade are carried out through state organizations. A network of state stores has 
been created where commodities are sold at fixed prices. In accord with the J-year 
national economic plan for the development of Laos (19786-1980), the enterprises 
destroyed during the war for independence are being intensely rebuilt and new proj- 
ects are going up. During the years of the three-year plan, they have put into op- 
eration 4 plant for agricultural machine building, textile and garment mills, a 
zine plant, 4 @achine building plant and a cannery. The capacity of the Nam Ngum 
GES has been increased up to 110,000 kilowatts. A factory producing vaccines and 
4 combined feed plant have been put into operation. The nation at present has 500 
state enterprises as well as several hundred small private-sector enterprises which 
are under state control. 


The appearance of the Laotian countryside is changing. Immediately after the PRPL 
came to power, land was redistributed in favor of the poorest strata of the peasant- 
“y. The party set out to collectivize the countryside and to convert the small 
peasant farms to socialist production. In June 1976, the Politburo of the PRPL 
Central Committee approved a decree on the forming of cooperatives in agriculture, 
having defined the principles for the setting up of the cooperatives. These are: 
formation on a voluntary basis, 4 commonness of interests and democratic management. 
In Laos over 2,500 cooperatives have already been set up. The inferior forms of 
cooperation are the most widely found, however with each passing day there are more 
and gore such cooperatives where both the land, the livestock and the implements of 
labor are held in common. 


Regardless of serious difficulties, the Laotian farmers have achieved evermore tan- 
gible results. They are developing the virgin lands and are extending the irriga- 
tion system. Already 48,000 hectares of virgin lands have been plowed up and the 
area of irrigated land has doubled. The area planted under rice in 1979 increased 
by almost one-third. In a majority of the provinces the peasants harvest two rice 
crops 4 year. 


The creation of large state farms in the country has also helped to increase the 
production of agricultural products and to introduce socialist methods for the run- 
ning and organizing of agriculture. At present there are around 20 of them. These 
multisector farms serve as an example for organizing modern production and as cen- 
tere for training skilled personnel for the agricultural cooperatives. 


From the first days of the republic a struggle has been widely carried out to elia- 
inate illiteracy and to increase the cultural level of the population. The party 
and government set the task of teaching the entire population from the age from 15 
to 45 years to read and write by the end of 1960. 


112 








The strengthening cooperation with the countries of the socialist commonwealth, and 
above all with the USSR, has contributed to the successful advancement of Laos 
along the path of building socialiem. The Soviet Union has provided Laos with sig- 
nificant aid in economic and cultural construction, The pioneers of Soviet=Lactian 
cooperation have been put into operation. These are a modern hospital in Vientiane, 
@ highway bridge acrose the Neum River, an oi) tank farm and motor vehicle repair 
eope. Soviet specialists are prospecting for raw material deposite for brick and 
cement plants. The USSR has helped Laos in the designing and construction of a 
polytechnical school and a vocational-technical school, in building power tranemie- 
sion lines, in rebuilding the estate tin-mining industry and in creating 4 national 
geological service. 


Our nation is aleo helping Laos in the training of national cadres. Over 1,700 Lao- 
tian young gen and women are etudying in the Soviet Union and another 2,500 in the 
other countries of the socialist commonwealth. In 1980-1985, 2,000 Laotians will be 
admitted to the Soviet technical schoole and VUZes. 


The Soviet and Laotian governments in February 1979 signed an agreement on the set- 
ting up of an intergoveramental Soviet-Lactian commission on economic and scientific- 
technical cooperation. The agreement envisages the providing of aid to Laos in 
studying a number of economic questions, in exploiting the national resources and 

in building agricultural a.J industrial projects. The recent admission of Laos to 
CEMA as an observer will contribute to the further broadening of Laotian cooperation 
with the USSR and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth. 


At the present stage the PRPL Central Committee has advanced the tasks of the all- 
round strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat, raising th® leading role 
of the party in all areas of life, continuing the socialist transformation in the 
economy and strengthening ideological indoctrination in the aim of forming a man of 
a socialist society. Particular attention is being given to the propagandizing of 
Marxiet-Leninist ideas. Marxiem-Leniniem is the dominant ideology of Laotian 
society. The central organ of the PRPL Central Committee, the newspaper SIENG 
PASASON is making 4 major contribution to the dissemination of Marxiem-Leninian. 

In recent years the nation has carried out a range of measures related to propagan- 
dizing the achievements of the Soviet people in building socialiem, the development 
of Laotian-Soviet friendship and indoctrinating the broad masses of the people in a 
spirit of the principles of socialism and proletarian internationalisna. 


In raising the revolutionary awareness of the masses and in strengthening the unity 
of the people an active role is played by the Laotian Komsomol, the Lao People's 
Revolutionary Youth, by the Federation of Patriotic Trade Unions and the Lao Associ- 
ation of Patriotic Women. A reorganization has been carried out in the largest or- 
ganization, the Patriotic Front. In February 1979, at the LPF Congress a decision 
was approved to change it into the Lao National Construction Front. 


In Laos the process is continuing of strengthening and democratizing the state 
bodies, that is, the councils, the people's armed police, the security forces end 
the LPLA. Patriotic elements from the working classes and strata interested in 
socialist changes are being widely involved in the army, the people's police and the 
security forces. Sociopolitical subjects have been introduced in the training 
course for the LPLA personnel. The soldiers and officers are indoctrinated in a 
spirit of patriotism and proletarian internationalism. The LPLA widely user the 
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experience of organisational development, training and indoctrination of the Soviet 
Aray, the Vietnamese People's Army and the armies of the other fraternal socialist 
countries, The LPLA personnel is vigilantly guarding the peaceful creative labor of 
their people. At the same time, it is involved in building roads, irrigation works, 
bridges, echoole and work on land reclamation and the development of virgin lands 
and fallow lands. 


The construction of socialism in Laos is being carried out under a complicated situ- 
ation. Both the weakness of the material production base and the shortage of 
skilled personnel can be felt. However the most serious difficulties in Laos are 
related to factore of not a domestic sort but rather an external one. 


The fundamental changes in the former kingdom have caused rabid hate among the ene- 
mies of the young republic. For this reason the Laotian people must solve the cre- 
ative tasks together with repelling hostile elements supported from outside and the 
forces of the international reaction. At a friendly meeting held on 14 August 1980 
in the Crimea between the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and 
Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, and 
the General Secretary of the PRPL Central Committee, the Laotian Prime Minister, 
Comrade K. Phomvihan, it was pointed out that the tention in Southeast Asia is be- 
ing created primarily by the expansionistic policy of Beijing which is supported by 
the United States. Precisely Beijing is endeavoring in every possible way to com- 
plicate the situation in the Chinese countries, it is intervening into their inter- 
nal affaires and inspiring provocations by the opponents of socialism and progress. 
Nor has China stopped short of flagrant pressure on the ruling circles of the ASEAN 
countries, in particular Thailand, in the hope of subord‘nating them to its dictate. 


In condemning the hegemonistic policy of Beijing, the Soviet Union and Laos are in 
favor of normalizing the situation in Southeast Asia and on the entire Asian contin- 
ent. These aims are served by the friendship and cooperation of Laos with Vietnam 
and Kampuchea and by the policy of peace and good neighbors carried out by them. 
Constructive peace-loving ideas were advanced at a foreign ministers conference of 
the three Indochinese states held in June of 1980 in Vietnam. 


The unceasing aggressive intrigues and provocations by the Chinese hegemonists have 
caused growing indignation among the Leotian people who have protested decisively 
against the great-power policy of China. They have expressed support for the Lao- 
tian government and are strengthening national defense capability. 


In their struggle against the intrigues of domestic and foreign enemies, the Laotian 
people are not alone. On their side are the states of the socialist commonwealth 
and the world progressive community. Loyal to its international duty, the USSR has 
provided political support for the Laotian people during the period of the concen- 
tration of Chinese troops in the areas bordering on Laos. The Soviet government, in 
@ statement of 2 March 1979, demanded that the military demonstrations of Beijing be 
halted on the Laotian border and the preparations for the invasion of this country 
stopped. The Treaty of Friendship and Coopeation Between Vietnam and Laos which was 
signed in July 1977 has been an important factor ensuring mutual security and peace 
in this region. 


The Laotian workers highly regard the international solidarity of the USSR. “In all 
stages of the difficult struggle for freedom and independence of its motherland," 
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commented Comrade K. Phomvihan, "the Laotian revolution has had strong support and 
valuable aid from the CPSU, the Soviet government and the entire fraternal Soviet 
people. All the victories of our revolution in the past ae well as all our succese- 
es in defending and building up the nation at present and in the future, undoubted- 
ly, have been, are afid will be closely tied to the support and enormous effective 
aid of the heroic Soviet people, the powerful Soviet state and the great CPSU." 


During the Soviet=-Laotian summit meeting in the Crimea in August of 1980 it was em- 
phasized that cooperation between the USSR and Laos in all areas is developing suc- 
cessfully. Work has been completed on coordinating the Soviet and Laotian state 
plane for 1961-1985. As a result the economic ties of the two countries will be 
strengthened and the effectiveness of these ties raised. 


The Laotian workers under the leadership of their recognized vanguard, the PRPL, 
are moving confidently ahead in carrying out important socioeconomic changes and are 
steadfastly defending the victories of the revolution. 


The Soviet people and their armed defenders wish the fraternal Laotian people fur- 
ther successes and great accomplishments in building a new life in the ancient land 
of Laos. 

COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh S11", 1980 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


MAOIST DOCTRINES OF WAR, PEACE AND REVOLUTION DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 22, Nov 80 signed to press 
5 Nov 80 pp 81-87 


{Article by A. Mikhaylov: "The Maoist ‘Doctrines’ of War, Peace and Revolution") 


[Text] The hostility of Maocism to Marxism-Leninism is most vividly and clearly 
apparent in its approach to the questions of war, peace and revolution. Precisely 
here one can fully see the antisocialist essence of Maociem, its siding with the ex- 
treme imperialist reaction and the hostility of the policy of the Beijing rulers to 
the interests of all the peoples of the world, including the fundamental interests 
of the Chinese people themselves. As a result of the carrying out of this policy 
by the Maoists, China has become the only nation in the world the official circles 
of which publically are apologists for a new world war. “A great danger for all 
peace-loving peoples," emphasized Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in the Accountability Re- 
port of the Central Committee to the 25th CPSU Congress, “must be seen in the fever- 
ish attempts by Beijing to thwart detente, to prevent disarmament, to sow mistrust 
and hostility among states, its desire to provoke a world war and benefit from this" 
("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 10-11). 


The development of recent events in the world has fully affirmed the description of 
the essence of Maoist ideology and policy as given at the 25th CPSU Congress and has 
shown that Maoism has openly entered the service of the world reaction and has be- 
come a variety of anticommuniem, an ideology and policy of war. 


In recent years an improvement in the international situation has been achieved as a 
result of the diverse and active undertakings of the USSR and the other socialist 
countries, in being based on the growth of their economic and defense might. In the 
process of detente peaceful coexistence of states with different social systems has 
become stronger and has begun to acquire a concrete economic and political content. 
There has been an obvious decline in the “Cold War," and more favorable conditions 
were created for settling disputed questions and international conflicts by a just 
peaceful settlement. 


However at the end of the 197('s and the beginning of the 1980's, the international 
situation, unfortunately, has become noticeably more complex. The aggressive ir- 
perialist c‘orces have resisted the positive shifts on the international scene with a 
policy dictated by a reticence to consider the realities of the modern world. These 
are: the strengthening of the positions of socialism, the successes of the national 
liberation movement and the strengthening of the freedom-loving, democratic forces 
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as awhole. The leaders of the NATO military bloc have wagered on disrupting the 
military equilibrium existing in the world in their favor and to the detriment of 
the Soviet Union and the socialist countries as well as to the detriment of detente 
and the security of peoples. The Chinese leaders have acted as supporters of the 
aggressive circles in the West and above all American imperialiem, in carrying out 
adventuristic actions which are dangerous to the cause of peace. “The partnership of 
imperialiem and Bejing hegemoniem,"” emphasized the Decree of the June (1980) Plenum 
of the CPSU Central Committee, “is a new dangerous phenomenon in world politics 
dangerous for all mankind, including for the American and Chinese peoples." 


Macism is a petty bourgeois, nationalistic ideological-political current. Being 
fundamentally hostile to Marxism-Leninism, it has endeavored to conceal its ideas 
by Marxist-Leninist cerminology, and to employ it for the purposes of "establishing" 
the policy of hegemoniem, Great Han chauvinism and anti-Sovietiem. An analysis of 
the political practices of Maoiem is of particular significance for correctly under- 
standing its essence. This is due to the fact that many “ideas” and slogans of 
Maoism are of a pragmatic utilitarian nature, in being altered in direct dependence 
upon practical needs of the Maoists at any given moment. 


The basic ideological doctrine of the Maoists aimed at provoking an exacerbation of 
the international situation is the concept of the “inevitability” and “utility” of 
a new world war which "theoretically" should strengthen the hegemonistic aspirations 
and policy of the Beijing rulers. This is directly linked to violence which was de- 
fended by Mao Zedong. The main point of the approach of the Madists to the problems 
of war and peace has been expressed with maximum terseness but with complete clarity 
and unambiguity in the well-known statement by the “great helmeman": “Our best part 
is war...." In May 1958, in speaking at the Second Session of the Eighth CCP Con- 
gress, Mao Zedong said: “War is all for the good. The sooner we can put an erd to 
imperialism. I assume that we could put an end to it in 3 years. With atomic bombs 
a war can last a year less than before. On the other hand later there will not be 
anymore wars. If there is a war there will be deaths. Death is not terrible. If 
out of the 600 million persons one-half dies there still remain 300 million per- 
sons.... If during a war one-half of mankind perishes this is of no significance. 
It is no misfortune if even a third of the population remains. In a few years the 
population will again increase." 


We should note that if we discard from this statement the hypocritical words about 
the desire “to put an end to imperialism" at the price of unleashing a new world 
war (during those years Mao and his supporters out of tactical considerations made 
every effort to bede k themselves in the toga of “decisive fighters" against the im- 
perialists), one inevitably is struck by a certain similarity between the Maoists 
and the present partners of Beijing, the overseas strategists, on the positions 
about nuclear war. Both are united by a cynical indifference to the fate of peo- 
ples and there is a criminal readiness to sacrifi-e hundreds of millions of lives 
for achieving self-seeking hegemonistic goals. 





The Maoist view about the supposed “utility” of war for the workers and even its 
fatal “inevitability” is in striking contradiction to the notions of Marxism-Lenirism 
on this question. The communists have been and remain fundamental opponents to tie 
settling of disputed international questions by war. The socialists, wrote V. I. 
Lenin, have always condemned wars between peoples as a barbarian and bestial thing 
(see PSS [Complete Collected Works], Vol 26, p 311). 
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Certainly, as long as imperialiem exists, the danger of the outbreak of a war will 
remiin. At the same time, in the world there are forces and means capable of pre- 
venting a worldwide nuclear conflict, bridling its instigators and defeating mili- 
tariem. These are, in the first place, the growing economic and defense might of 
the commonwealth of socialist states. Secondly, the working class in the capitalist 
countries which has rallied all democratic forces around itself. The ruling imper- 
ialist circles are forced to consider the fact that the working class and the demo- 
cratic community are fully determined not to permit a new world war. The countries 
which have been liberated from colonialism and which have won freedom and independ- 
ence are coming out evermore actively in the defense of peace. The movement of the 
nonalligned states has made a great contribution to the struggle for peace and 
security. The broad antiwar movement of the masses of people has been a substantial 
factor in preventing a new world war. The 1969 International Conference of Commu- 
nist and Workers Parties stated: “The basic element in the united actions of the 
antiimperialist forces as before remains the struggle against the military danger 
and the danger of a world thermonuclear war which continues to threaten the peoples 
with mass extermination, as well as the struggle for peace throughout the world." 
The concrete Peace Program proposed by the 24th CPSU Congress and further developed 
by the 25th CPSU Congress was devoted to the noble aims of ensuring the security of 
peoples. Precisely due to the active and decisive undertakings of the peace-loving 
forces, during the postwar years repeated attempts by imperialism to start a third 
world war were thwarted. In this manner a real possibility of preventing it was 
confirmed in practice. 


By the reactionary and misanthropic idea of the "inevitability" for even the “de- 
sirability" of war, the Maoists have endeavored to lead the peoples to the conclu- 
sion of the absurdity of a decisive struggle by the forces of progress and democracy 
against the military danger and for disarmament and a lessening of international 
tension. Mao Zedong and his followers directly linked and presently link the very 
establishing of a lasting peace throughout the world with the achieving of hegemony 
by the Chinese state. On 28 June 1958, at a session of the section leaders of the 
Enlarged Meeting of the Military Council of the CCP Central Committee, Mao stated: 
"The present Pacific Ocean in actuality is not so pacific. In the future, when it 
is under our control, it can be considered pacific." 


The idea of war as supposedly the engine of world progress from the very outset was 
a dominant trait in the views of Mao Zedong about the revolutionary process. Even 
in 1936, he said that “there is only one way for eliminating war and that is to 
fight a war against war." Later this idea was stated by him in the form of an un- 
assailable dogma: “Everything is achieved with the aid of a rifle...the world can 
be reformed only with the aid of a rifle.... Taiks only about the shadowy sides of 
war,” stated Mao in 1960, “are of no good for the revolutionary struggle of the 
peoples. A great revolution cannot get by without a revolutionary war. This is a 
law." The arguments of Mao Zedong about the consequences of a nuclear war and his 
irresponsible assertion in the second half of the 1960's that "the atomic bomb is a 
paper tiger" lay at the basis of the Maoist's view of “acting point to point" in the 
struggle against imperialism. 


Having assumed the pose of “ultrarevolutionaries,"” the Maoists, like the Trotskyites, 
reraised the question of war, peace and revolution as an alternative: either a 
struggle for peace which was interpreted by them as supposedly a changeover to the 
positions of passivism, or the struggle for the victory of a socialist revolution 


118 








throughout the world, regardless of the colossal sacrifices and suffering this 
might cause all peoples. In holding forth from the position of the necessity of 
destroying imperialism by war, the Maoists asserted that the interests of the strug- 
gle against capitalism are supposedly incompatible with the policy of peaceful co- 
existence carried out by the socialist commonwealth and supported in fact by a 
majority of the developing countries. “There is no doubt that peaceful coexistence 
is an erroneous, anti-Marxist, anti-Leninist phenomenon since in actuality it would 
mean constant servility, constant compromises and constant concessions to imperial- 
ism," asserted the journal HUNGQI. "As for the notion that it is possible by 
peaceful coexistence to create ‘a world without wars'," echoed the newspaper RENMIN 
RIBAO, "is nothing more than the most complete rubbish." 


These revolutionist arguments were used by the Maoists for covering up their aggres- 
sive and expansionistic policy aimed at creating their own sphere of influence. 

One has merely to recall such actions of Beijing as the provoking of a conflict 
situation in the Taiwan Strait in the autumn of 1958, the armed actions against 
India at the end of the 1950's and the beginning of the 1960's, the attempt at a 
pro-Chinese coup in Indonesia in September 1964 and which led to the actual de :truc- 
tion of the Indochinese Comnunist Party. 


At the same time the Marxist-Leninists have never felt that only a war gives rise 

to social revolutica and that it is an essential condition or cause of revolution. 
We categorically reject the Maoist thesis that “either a war leads to revolution or 
a revolution prevents a war." Socialist revolution is a natural result of the in- 
ternal development of each country. For this reason the need for it also develops 
under the conditions of peace which creates the most favorable situation for a tran- 
sition from capitalism to socialism. 


The counterrevolutionary coup which was started in the middle of the 1960's in 

China upon the initiative of Mao Zedong and which was cynically styled by him a 
"Cultural Revolution,” pursued not only internal objectives such as combating the 
opponents of Maoist policy, the implanting of military-barracks "socialism" and the 
establishing of a military dictatorship but also far-reaching foreign policy objec- 
tives. On the basis of the slanderous fabrication of Mao Zedong about the “degener- 
ation" of the USSR and the assertion borrowed from the imperialists of the so-called 
"Soviet threat," a rabid anti-Soviet campaign was developed aimed at justifying the 
great intensification of militarization in China. In the summer of 1967, Mao Zedong 
in one of the meetings with members of the “cultural revolution affairs group" of 
the CCP Central Committee, frankly emphasized the direct link between the "Cultural 
Revolution" and the Maoist slogan of “preparing for war," having stated: "The 

Great Cultural Revolution is the best preparations for war. One of the aims of the 
Cultural Revolution is to prepare for world war.... It is better to wage world 

war sooner than later; it is better to wage a major war than a small one and it is 
better to wage an atomic war than a conventional one." 


_ 
+ 


As a wrole, all these anti-Marxist views of Mao and his followers reflecte!’ the de- 
‘ire to provoke the revolutionary forces of the world, and above all the socialist 
commonwealth, to initiate a world war. Such a war, in the calculations of the MY.-- 
ists, should be the shortest path not so much to the victory of socialism on a 

world scale (they were least concerned with this, as is perfectly clear at present) 
as primarily to the global hegemony of China, since in a war devastated world, in 
their opinion, because of the size of the population, it would be the least weakened. 
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However, this stratagem by Mao Zedong and his supporters was unmasked by the CPSU 
and the other fraternal parties and suffered a complete defeat. Also ending in de- 
feat were the attempts of Maoist China to use the international communist and 
national liberation movement in the interests of establishing its hegemony. After 
this, Beijing, from the start of the 1970's, began to side directly with interna- 
tional imperialism and the extreme reaction. It began to openly support their ac- 
tions aimed at combating world socialism and the national liberation movement, it 
gave a hostile reception to the idea of collective security in Asia an was in 

favor of maintaining the American military presence in the countries of this contin- 
ent. In the Near East the Chinese leaders, in endeavoring to cause a split among 
the Arab countries, took the side of those proimperialist forces which impede a just 
resolution to the Palestinian problem. In Africa they were on the side of the ene- 
mies of the freedom and independence of the Angolan people and in Western Europe 
went hand in hand with the aggressive NATO bloc and the Common Market, The slander- 
ous anti-Soviet propaganda assumed a constant nature, including the monsterous lie 
that the Soviet Union was "the main source of world conflicts" and which was aimed 
at distracting the attention of the world community from *he increased effort by 
China to prepare for war. 


All of this showed the turning of Maoism into a counterrevolutionary force which 
impeded social progress and into a serious threat to the cause of peace, socialism 
and democracy. 


The turn of Mao Zedong and his supporters to outright siding with international im- 
perialism and the reaction once and for all disclosed the hypocrisy and falseness of 
the rantings of the Maoists about their adherence to the ideas of revolution and 
social progress, and showed the true political face of Maoism. The General Secre- 
tary of the U.S. Communist Party, Gus Hall, speaking from the rostrum of the 25th 
CPSU Congress, had every reason to state: "“Maoism is a classic example of where 

the path of opportunism can lead if it is not rebuffed. The counterrevolution is at 
the bottom of the cloudy swamp of opportunism. And Maoism has also reached this 
bottom." 


The abrupt shift iy the Beijing rulers to siding with imperialism and the reaction 
did not influence the Maoist concept of the “inevitability” and “desirability” of a 
new world war. This theoretically inconsistent and politically harmful, anti- 
Marxist concept has continued to be actively propagandized by Beijing. "Each gener- 
ation should have its war," prophesized Deng Xiaoping on 15 October 1974. “Whether 
or not their is a war--this does not depend upon the will of the people." "A third 
enormous world war is not to be avoided," he stated in a talk with Japanese report- 
ers on 21 July 1975. “But this war will facilitate the solution to the questions of 
suppressed nations and mankind. So it is not so bad." 


At the Tenth CCP Congress (1973), in assessing the present state of the world, it 
was asserted: "At present the international situation is characterized by colossal 
disorders in the world. A downpour is approaching in the mountains, and the whole 
tower is being blown by the wind.... Detente is a temporary and superficial phenom- 
enon, but the colossal disorders will continue further.... Such colossal disorders 
are a good thing for the people and not a bad one.” 


After the death of Mao (September 1976) and the subsequent arrest of his former 
close associates (the Gang of Four), the new Chinese leadership, in being forced to 
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abandon some of the most odious and completely bankrupt views of Mao Zedong concern= 
ing the internal development of the nation, at the same time in word and deed dem- 
onstrated their loyalty to the fundamental bases of the theory and practice of Mao- 
iam, in continuing to conduct an antisocialist, hegemonistic foreign policy course, 
In the article devoted to the results of the Fifth Plenum of the CCP Central Com- 
@ittee and published in the newspaper RENMIN RIBAO (3 March 1980), the ideas of Mao 
Zedong were declared to be the “precious spiritual property" of the CCP and the 
Chinese people, and it was emphasised that “not only at present but in the future 
these ideas will play an \aportant guiding role in our affairs.” Recently the 
chairman of the CCP Contra: Committee Hua Guofeng in an interview with the Yugoslav 
newspaper VJESNIK, stated that in Chine “work in all areas,” is being carried out 
under the line of the "Mao Zedong orientation,” and that the Chinese leadership at 
present, in defining the path of development, “ie adhering to 411 that was said by 
Mao Zedong.” In June of the current year, in speaking with Yugoslav reporters, Hu 
Yaobang who during this year has become the general secretary of the CCP Central 
Committee, pointed out that “the basic provisions of the ideas of Mao Zedong (in 
philosophy, in party construction, in military doctrine, in culture and a number of 
— areas)" up to the present “maintain their guiding significance for the Chinese 
res. 





In the practical activities of the Chinese leadership, the line of Mao Zedong of 
preparing for war has been further strengthened. The policy of “four modernizations” 
proclaimed in Beijing is completely subordinate to the rapid development of military- 
industrial potential and to increasing military might. Expenditures on the develop- 
ment of military production as before are being maintained on a high level greatly 
exceeding the economic capability of the nation, as is seen from the decisions of 
the recent sessions of the ACCPR (All-China Congress of People's Representatives). 
Thus, just the direct military outlays in the state budget for 1980 exceed by 15 
percent the total amount of state funds allocated for agriculture and by W percent 
for allocations on ecience, culture, education and public health. The rapid mili- 
tarization of the Chinese national economy and the confiscating of an ever-increasing 
share of national income for its needs impede the economic development of the coun- 
try and are 4 @ost important reason for the impoverished position of the workers. 
Soviet economists have estimated that while in the period of the #irst Five-Year 
Plan (when the PRC cooperated actively with the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries), the lead factor for state expenditures on sociocultural purposes, in 
comparison with military allocations, was around 1.6, over the last 20 years nmili- 
tary expenditures have grown more rapidly (1.25-fold faster than allocations on 
sociocultural needs). in exaggerating in every way the hackneyed notion of the 
“threat from the North,” the Beijing leaders have directed numerous requests to the 
imperialists to grant military-economic aid to China. 


The growing militarization of the nation has been accompanied by new manifestations 
of Beijing aggressiveness and expansionism. In February 1979, a piratical attack 
was carried out against Vietnam. The Chinese aggression clearly showed with what 
ease the Beijing rulers resort to weapons for achieving their objectives and it dem- 
onstrated their great-power disregard for the rights of sovereign states. Up to the 
present Beijing has continued to issue arrogant threats to “punish” Vietnam and 
teach it a “second lesson.” The hegemonistic drives are also manifested in che 
territorial claims of China against neighboring countries. The register of its 
claims includes territories in the USSR, India, Mongolia, Nepal, Vietnam, Burma, 
Japan, Malaysia and a number of other countries as well as expanses of sea and 
islands totaling over 10 million km’. 
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The concept of the “inevitability” and “utility” of a new world war has continued 
to remain among the basic tenets of Maoiem taken up by the post=-Mao Zedong leader~ 
ship of China, At the Lich CCP Congress (1977), Hua Guofeng asserted that thé out- 
break of a new world war “does not depend upon the will of the people.” After the 
conrress in China propaganda was intensified on the view stated at the congrese 
that when war breaks out, the peoples of the world will supposedly be in a “advan- 
tageous” and “favorable” situation. The article published on the pages of RENMIN 
RIBAO and devoted to the Maoist theory of “three worlds” asserted that there wae 
nothing bad in the fact that a war should break out, for “subsequently in the course 
of the war in various parte of the world,..the peoples of various countries will 
gain broad opportunities to organize ware againet aggression.... And the peoples of 
the world, after extended joint efforts, will finally destroy the warmongers." In 
August 1978, the Minister of Defense Xu Xiangqian called war “a normal phenomenon" 
emphasizing that "a third world war can break out at any day." 


The Maoist thesis about the “inevitability” and “desirability” of a new world war 
and the related provocative inetigatine actions of the Chinese officiale and the 
Beijing press caused sharp condemnation among the broadest circles of the world com- 
munity and this could not help but disconcert the Chinese leaders. In the cited 
conversation with Yugoslav reporters, Hu Yaobang was forced to admit that outside 
of China “the impression has been created that China is a warmongering country and 
that it ie etriving for war.” Were, without in the least qualifying the correctness 
of the basic provisions of Mao Zedong on the question of war and peace, the general 
secretary of the CCP Central Committee asserted that the “impression” of China as a 
“warmongering country” had arisen merely “because of the poorly conducted Chinese 
propaganda on the question of the inevitability of war," having promised that in the 
future Beijing “would avoid one-sided propaganda.” 


In this regard Beijing has somewhat rectified its thesis on the “inevitability of 
war,” having added the idea of the possibility of ite “deferment.” In July 1978, 
Xu Xiangqian stated: "A new war can merely be put off, it cannot be avoided.” At 
the beginning of 1979, the deputy chairman of the CCP Central Committee Ye Jianying 
in an article “Raise Vigilance” wrote: "A new world war can be put off but it can- 
not be avoided.” In resorting to maneuvering, the Chinese leaders have begun to 
state that they are supposedly not the supporters of war and that it can be “de- 
ferred,” only if...the Beijing plan of “creating the broadest international united 
front” against the USSR is adopted. 


The speculative, demagogic nature of such propaganda dodges by Beijing is perfectly 
apparent. Certainly here the essence of the Maoist approach to the problems of war 
and peace has remained unchanged. The attempts to represent the Chinese leadership 
as somewhat more of a “peace maker” cannot deceive the world community. The new 
speculative sallies of Beijing have been supported only by the most reactionary im- 
perialist circles. Thus, having in mind the corresponding statements of Hua Guofeng 
during the official visits to the Western European countries in the autumn of 1979, 
the chairman of the Landes group of the Christian Democrats in the Bundestag, Zimmer~- 
man, announced on the pages of one of the West German provincial newspapers that 
supposedly “the Chinese leadership has abandoned (!) its thesis of the inevitability 
of war." 


Incidentally, the true essence of the "new" Beijing approach to the questions of 
peace and war as reflected in the statements by Hua Guofeng in the Western Buropean 
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capitals did not escape the attention of the bourgeois press organs of Western 
Kurope, Vor example, at this same time the English newspapers THE GUARDIAN pointed 
out that “his (Hua Guofeng,--A.M.) aim at present is to ‘defer’ the inevitable war," 
while the aim which should be worked for should be “not the deferral of 4 new war, 
but rather ite prevention.” The Parisian LE MATIN, having pointed out that “the 
Chinese leaders do not believe in detente and state this,” wrote: Hua Guofeng “con- 
tinues to assert that war is inevitable and that the peace-loving countries can 
wish for only one thing, the ‘deferral’ of thie inevitable event." 


At the same time, the thesis of Beijing about the possibility of “deferring” a new 
world war aleo reflects the hegemonistic plans of the Chinese leadere linked with 
their long-range plane for rapidly building up the military-economic potential of 
the country and modernizing the Chinese armed forces. The realization of these 
plans, a6 is known, has been put by them at the beginning of the next century. By 
thie time (that is, in 20 years) China, according to their plan, will be turned into 
4 powerful militaristic estate and will be capable of imposing ite will on other 
countries and peoples from a position of strength. In numerous recent etatementes 
the Beijing leaders call the duration of the mentioned “deferment” as desirable for 
them. In April 1980, Deng Xiaoping in an interview with Italian reporters, stated: 
"We firmly feel that a war will happen sooner or later, however it is quite possi- 
ble to preserve 4 state of peace for a rather long period of time. As for China, 
it would be desirable that there be no war at least over the next 20 years.” 


In thie regard it is wise to recall the confessions of the member of the CCP Central 
Committee and deputy chief of the PLA General Staff Wu Xiuquan who, in the autumn of 
1979 in describing to journalists from the Scandinavian countries the long-range 
plans of the Chinese leadership in the area of the organizational development of the 
armed forces, commented: “In 20 years we plan to catch up with the superpowers-- 
the United States and the USSR--in the development of military equipment and 
strength.” 


Thus, the present Chinese leadership, in realizing the incommensurability of the 
real balance of military-economic potential in China and the industrially developed 
countries, at present, by the “deferment of war" means primarily the gaining of 
time for modernizing the Chinese armed forces and for seeking out allics in its 
military adventures. The Beijing rulers consider the broadening and deepening of 
military ties with the aggressive circles of the United States, the other NATO 
countries and Japan to be an important means for the achieving of these goals. In 
the course of this process which bears a direct threat to the peace and security of 
peoples, Beijing is planning firet of all to gain access to the arsenals of the in- 
perialists and to modern military technology. 


The Maoists have placed greatest hopes on cooperation with the U.S. military circles, 
Ae history shows, the appeal for gifts, including for military aid, ‘rom the Ameri- 
can imperialists has never intimidated the Maoists. An active participant in the 
revolutionary struggle of the Chinese people and the prominent figure in the Cu? and 
international communist movement, Wang Ming, wrote that even in the ly40's, when the 
fate of the Chinese people's revolution was being decided, “the White House repea:- 
edly sent highly-placed diplomatic and military figures (including the persona! rep- 
resentative of the U.S. president, Hurley) to Yanan to talk with Mao Zedong. vuring 
these talks, Mao Zedong inevitably spoke in an anti-Soviet, anticommunist spirit, 
and endeavored to gain American aid and establish American-Maoist cooperation.’ 
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During that period 4 deal was not struck by the Maoists with American imperialicn, 
This was impeded by the heroic struggle of the Chinese people with the support of 
the USSR for their national and social liberation as well as by the circumstance 
that the United States, because of its own imperialist nature, ultimately bet on 
the Kuomintang reaction at that time, Extensive aid from the American monopolies 
including enormous batches of weapons and military equipment was sent to the Chiang 
Kai-shek forces who used them against their own people. 


A different situation has developed now. In considering the outright antisocialist 
nature of the foreign policy of the present Chinese leadership, the American imper- 
ialist strategists who recently have set the policy of increasing international ten- 
sion have found it possible to establish military cooperation with Beijing, includ- 
ing selling it certain types of military equipment within limite of what they would 
consider to be safe for the interests of the United States iteelf. The visit to 
China held in September of 1980 by an American military-political delegation headed 
by the Deputy Secretary of Defense W. Perry was the next link in the process of the 
development of military cooperation between Beijing and Washington. At a4 presse 
conference in Beijing, W. Perry stated that the United States had agreed to supply 
China with more than 400 licenses for exporting various equipment, including that 
which could be used for military purposes. This included modern computers, communi- 
cations equipment, radare and military air transports. W. Perry aleo stated that 
the Chinese leaders had insisted upon the Lifting of Washington's ban on the deliv- 
ery of “lethal equipment” to China, that is, actual weapons. In thie regard the 
Japanese newspaper NIHON KEIZAI, in referring to the official circles in the Japan- 
ese National Defense Agency, asserted that Washington had responded to the request 
of ite “junior partner” and decided in the immediate future to begin selling Beijing 
artillery and rifle weapons. 


The Chinese leadership has continued to place hopes on instigating a military con- 
flict between the United States and the USSR, proclaiming the inevitability of a 
“elash of the two superpowers." Beijing, for provocative purposes, has endeavored 
to frighten the Americans with the fact that the USSR "will outstrip” America in 
“global rivalry,” at the same time urging the United States and the other imperialist 
powers to be “bolder” in starting a war. During a meeting with a group of Japanese 
parliamentarians in September 1977, Deng Xiaoping in an instigating tone stated that 
the United States is capable of beginning a world war but it supposedly “does not 
have enough boldness for this." In March of the current year in an interview with 
coworkers from the Hearst Newspaper Trust, warned the West against “appeasement” of 
the Soviet Union, and in April, in talking with Japanes: reporters, in a provocative 
manner lectured that supposedly “in terms of Southern Asia America is conducting an 
indecisive policy.” 


In a word, while at the end of the 1950's and in the 1960's, the Maoists, in plan- 
ning to provoke the revolutionary forces of the world into a “revolutionary” war, 
asserted that war is inevitable and that imperialism is just a “paper tiger,” at 
present they are endeavoring to insight the extremist circles of imperialism into 
adventuristic actions against peace, socialism and democracy, repeating the same 
Maoist thesis about the “inevitability of war,” persuading the international reac- 
tion to show “boldness” and abandon the “appeasement,” that is, the policy of de- 
tent. All of this shows that the position of the Maoists on the question of war, 
peace and revolution, in essence, has not altered in the same way that the overall 
aim has not altered for Beijing, that is, to provoke international tension and 
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military conflicts, But at present Beijing is wagering solely on the world counter- 
revolutionary camp. Such 4 position by the Maoists is particularly dangerous, as 

it sides directly with the position of the imperialiat forces who were and remain 
the true source of war. 


From time to time the Chinese leaders find it necessary to loudly state the readi-~ 
ness of Beijing for “revolutionary” actions and their desire to provide "decisive 
support for any antiimperialiet and anticolonial struggle in the world” and so 
forth. However it must be emphasized that in the Maoist apologestice of war the 
concept of “revolution” more and more has been emasculated and lost its class con- 
tent, now being turned into as absurd a term ae in the arguments of the theoreti- 
ciane of anticommunien. 


in actuality, for example, it is difficult to reconcile the appeals of the Maoists 
for the notorious «struggle against “hegemoniem of one or two superpowers" with the 
taske of the truly revolutionary traneformation of the world. The piratical attack 
by Beijing on a socialist nation, Vietnam, carried out with the tacit concent and 
approval of the imperialist states headed by the United States in no manner can be 
linked with any interests of the world socialist revolution, in the same manner that 
these interests cannot be reconciled with the hostile actions of Beijing against 
world socialiem and the international communist movement. In not restricting itself 
to just declarations in its close alliance with the imperialist forces, Beijing has 
carried out parallel or joint actions with them, in entering, in particular, the un- 
declared war against democratic Afghanistan. It is quite apparent that the word 
“revolution” as before is used by the Maoists only for a banner to conceal the 
great-power course of provoking international conflicts of a regional and global 
scale. In fact thie is the only real “link” of the problems of war, peace and revo- 
lution deriving from the Maoist “theory” and political practice. At present the 
Maoists are acting as newly revealed warmongers, representing a new detachment of 
the world reaction. 















The Maoist approach of the present Chinese leaders to the problems of war, peace 
and revolution and the proimperialist course being carried out by them on the in- 
ternational scene have turned Beijing into one of the chief sources of tension in 
the world and a serious factor complicating the international situation in individu- 
al regions of the world and as a whole. However, in the world there are objective 
possibilities and sociopolitical forces capable of ensuring the peaceful coexistence 
of states with different social systems and preventing the threat of a world thermo- 
nuclear conflict. The Leninist peace-loving policy of the Soviet Union, in being 
directed at the greatest possible strengthening of the fraternal alliance of the 
socialist states, supporting the just struggle of the peoples for freedom and inde- 
pendence, the bridling of the arms race and the preservation and development of 
international detente conforms to the vital interests of the peoples of all coun- 
tries and all working people, and this is its invincible force. At the same time, 
under present-day conditions, when the adventuristic actions of the United States 
and its supporters have increased the military danger, the CPSU is doing everything 
possible to fully protect our motherland and strengthen its defense capability. 

"All acquired experience, the developing international situation and particularly 
recent facts," emphasized Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, “oblige us to keep our powder dry, 
to be stead’ ast and consistent in defending the cause of peace and to remember our 
historic responsibility for the fate of the motherland and all mankind." 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh $11", 1980 
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